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CISR is looking for new 
volunteers. CJSR is a volunteer 
run radio station that needs 
people who are interested in 
becoming DJs, working in 
news, or just helping out 
behind the scenes. If you want 
to get involved come to the 
next new volunteer meeting. 
Students and non-students are 
welcome. 

WHEN: Thursday, 
December 4 at 7 pm 
WHERE: SUB on the U of A 
campus in the Alumni Room 
{main floor SUB) 
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“How Peter Hill 
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ONTHEGOVER = 


Jered Stuffco’s profile of Edmonton quartet the Floor 
is full of details about the band’s approach to 
recording music and the dramatic shift their sound 
took between their first EP, Doll, and their new one, 
Autonomy Off/On. And since Jered actually shares a 
bathroom with the lead singer, there might be some 
juicy details about his personal hygiene as well! « 35 


found himself 


So SU us 


In the November 6 VuePoint, “Cap in 
hand,” Shannon Phillips pointed out 
some issues she had with the student- 
run Bill 43 campaign and suggested 
that the University of Alberta Students’ 
Union had not been “doing its job” in 
regards to the campaign. To the con- 
trary, the Students’ Union has worked 
relentlessly to inform both the public 
and the student body on the conse- 
quences of the bill, should it be passed. 

As a leader in the largest coalition 
of Alberta students ever assembled, the 
Students’ Union has strived to inform 
the government and students how 
detrimental Bill 43 will be for Alberta. 
Several events were run on campus, 
including a five-storey banner drop. 
We've gone through over 1,000 infor- 
mational pamphlets and are printing 
several hundred more. Many students, 
along with their elected officials, visited 


| shot the seraphs: 

Falling Angels : 
— director Scott 
Smith ¢ 42 


Choreographer 
Christine-Pite, the 
fulcrum of Kidd 
Pivot ¢ 49 


MLA’s offices in an effort to inform the 
public and make sure the government 
understands that it is not just a select 
group of students who are against 
major portions of Bill 43. 

But it has not been enough, which 
is why the Students’ Union is keeping 
up the pressure. We performed a politi- 
cal satire, entitled “A Bill 43 Fable,” on 
the steps of the legislature on Novem- 
ber 18 at noon, a part of our public 
outcry against Bill 43. 

However our job is not merely to 
encourage public debate, but to 
effect the best change that we can 
for our constituents, the students at 
the U of A. To do this we have been 
running a campaign that has includ- 
ed the aforementioned posters, ban- 
ners and pamphlets, but we have 
also been attempting to gain the ear 
of lawmakers to change what needs 
to be changed through concerted 
lobby efforts. 

Bill 43 is a direct threat to post- 
secondary education in Alberta. Call- 
ing for the virtual removal of the 
tuition cap currently in place—which 


tasty. 


states that a university, college or tech- 
nical institute can only have tuition 
make up 30 per cent of what it spends 
each year—Bill 43 will guarantee that 
the trend of rising tuition will contin- 
ue, driving a post-secondary education 
out of reach of those who are not 
extremely wealthy or willing to go 
deeply into debt. 

Anyone who believes that a public 
post-secondary education should be 
accessible to all Albertans should stand 
up and make their voice heard by talk- 
ing to their friends, their family and 
their MLA, —MAT BRECHTEL, PRESIDENT, U 
oF A STUDENTS’ UNION 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 1L7), by 
fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 

to feedback about articles in Vue Weekly; 
we reserve the right to edit letters for 
length and clarity. Please include a 
daytime telephone number. 
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street blues 


The second in a series of 
A-Channel strike stories 


By PETER HILL 


through the channels at unusual 

hours, you've probably seen me. 
And heard me. For the last 13 years, 
I’ve been working as a comical com- 
mentator on several Edmonton tele- 
vision stations, including Videotron, 
Access and Shaw. Five years ago, I 
also began producing segments that 
A-Channel runs during its Saturday 
morning kids’ programs. 

When the A-Channel strike began 
more than two months ago, I consid- 
ered not taking sides. I thought about 
being neither a striker nor a “replace- 
ment worker” (otherwise known as a 
scab—although not the kind that 
clings to your flesh wounds). For a 
brief moment, I pictured myself read- 
ing newspapers and sipping slushies 
while waiting for the strike to end. 
But the thought of letting my co- 
workers fight the fight without me, 
then returning to work when it was 
over to reap the rewards, didn’t sit 
well. Walking away from the dispute 
instantly walked away as an option. 

Since when did I, Peter Hill, not 
voice his thoughts and feelings? It's 
because I’ve done exactly that for 13 
years on TV that I get asked to sign 
autographs. Daily. What about the 
people who tell me to keep it real? 
Can I tell them I don’t stand for any- 
thing? No one would buy it. 

On the night A-Channel employ- 
ees voted overwhelmingly to go on 
strike, I still didn’t believe we actual- 
ly would. Last-minute negotiations 


[: you've ever sat there flicking 


with management 
would bridge the tiny 
chasm between us, I 
firmly believed. Never 
did I see myself stand- 
ing on the picket line 
outside of A-Channel. 
Being a self-declared 
Social Credit Christian soldier, I’ve 
never voted for a political party that 
supports unions, nor have I ever 
been a member of one. 

Watching on-air hosts who 
crossed the picket line being driven 
around by intimidating guards in 
white SUVs with blacked-out win- 
dows while co-workers yelled 
“shame” was over the top—even for 
me. I may not have combed my hair 
for 10 years, but I 
still wasn’t ready 
for that. When 
you’re’ being 
escorted by tough guys in a vehicle 
and people are screaming at you... 
might this mean you've made a mis- 
take? How everyone will work 
together after this strike is over 
remains unclear. 


ON MY FIRST DAY manning the 
picket line, the moment I truly 
dreaded happened. Managers spot- 
ted me on the line with a sign. Truth 
be known, I like these guys and am 
proud when they compliment me 
on my work. I think it’s understand- 
able, though, that I want more 
money for my own future children; 


it’s not enough to entertain other 
people’s kids. I understand that the 
company can’t provide me with a 
girlfriend/wife/mother-of-my-future- 
kids—no progress in that struggle 
either—but surely a raise would help 
me find them and provide them 
with a nest. 

Why am I standing in front of 
my managers with a picket sign 
when we're not far from an agree- 

ment? The cost of 

this labour dispute 

is gigantic com- 

pared to that of a 
new contract. The company’s bill for 
lawyers, strike-breaking guards and 
lost commercial revenues is enough 
to pay Peter Hill until Armageddon. 
As a bare-bones minimalist—no 
house, no TV, no computer, no car— 
I can’t comprehend why anyone 
would spend all this money and 
eventually have to sign a contract 
with the union anyway. 


DURING A RECENT TRIP to a picket 
line outside of the A-Channel sta- 
tion Calgary, which is not union- 
ized, I was pleasantly surprised to be 
confronted by public support 


instead of contempt. I expected the 
so-called “redneck” Calgarians to 
boo, hiss, flip the bird and throw 
empty coffee cups out of car win- 
dows at me. Instead, they gave me 
the thumbs-up, friendly waves and 
even one defiant, skyward-raised fist 
from a transit rider. Not one bus dri- 
ver missed the chance to honk— 
they're unionized too, you know. In 
the first moments of our picketing, | 
found four autograph-seeking fans 
from Calgary I didn’t know I had. 
Our Calgary cousins were more 
polite and friendly than us rowdy 
Redmontonians. Since that trip to 
Calgary, the myth that Albertans are 
stupid cowboys has been perma- 
nently erased from my admittedly 
overactive imagination. 

Being a no-show on TV is the 
only difficult thing about this strike 
for me. Living by humble means 
seems natural and right to me, but 
everywhere I go people ask me when 
I'll be back on the air and when the 
strike will be over. Unfortunately, I 
have no answers. I wonder when 
making programs for viewers and 
the sheer joy of being creative will 
come before politics. Soon, I hope. © 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


O Lucky mag! 


“\ can see why people would think that 
it means the magazine world is going 
to hell when this really hot magazine is 
a magazine without paragraphs.” 
That's how Kim France reacted to 
the news that Advertising Age magazine 
had declared Lucky, the magazine she 
founded and edits, their 2003 “Maga- 
zine of the Year.” France isn’t the only 
person to do a double-take at the 
news: Folio columnist Simon Dumenco 
once referred to magazines like Lucky 
as a sign of nothing less than the “soul 


death of our culture.” 

But even if you take a less apoca- 
lyptic view of the developments on 
your local magazine rack, you've got to 
admit there’s something counterintu- 
itive about honouring a publication as 
willfully subliterate as Lucky with the 
title “Magazine of the Year.” Reading 
your first issue of Lucky—and | use the 
term “reading” loosely—is a bewilder- 
ing experience. There are almost no 
articles in the conventional sense, and 
hardly any of those are bylined. Less a 
magazine than a catalogue, the typical 
page of Lucky consists of eight or nine 
photos of various clothes, fashion 
accessories and cosmetics, accompa- 
nied by few brief, gushing words of 
praise, a price and a phone number 
you can call to order the product. 

The November column by beauty 
editor Jean Godfrey-June contains 
shameless lines like “Meanwhile in the 
J.Lo department, you will be complete- 
ly unable to resist her beyond-appeal- 
ing, incredibly wearable new 
perfume.” The back-page “Fashion 
Babble” column by Andrea Linett is 


even more insipid, full of gushing com- 
ments like “I! freaked out when | saw 
these perfect double-zip riding boots 
on Ashley’s desk. Enough said!” and “I 
love the way this ring is all hammered 
and homemade, but with a regal horse 
head on it.” Each issue even comes 
with a page of peelable Post-It Notes 
marked “Yes!” and “Maybe?” which 
you can use to bookmark the pages 
that have the stuff you want to buy. 
(Lucky is forever blurring the line 
between editorial content and advertis- 
ing—in the November issue, the Post- 
Its appear opposite a L’Oréal ad and 
are printed in the same 24 shades as 
L’Oréal’s new line of Endless lipcolour.) 

“Lucky creates an editorial environ- 
ment that is, essentially, all about mar- 
keters,” writes Advertising Age’s Jon 
Fine, “making for a pretty formidable 
commerce machine.” That cozy rela- 
tionship with its advertisers is what 
troubles most media critics about 
Lucky—the magazine is sort of what 
Consumer Reports would be like if it 
consisted of nothing but recommenda- 
tions (and then sold ads for all the 


$300 skirts it was recommending). But 
that’s also the genius of Lucky—the 
way Lucky’s editors have figured out a 
way to talk about these products not in 
the language of advertising but as if 
they were all personal discoveries they 
can’t wait to share with their readers, 
as if passing along a tip to their girl- 
friends. All one million of them. 

This is the Magazine of the Year? 
232 pages of glossy ads? A magazine 
that has essentially eliminated the need 
for writers? A magazine that sees the 
world as nothing more than “a series 
of products to be consumed”? The 
magazine that inspired all those 
obnoxious eye-candy photo spreads of 
nifty new products that have started 
popping up in all sorts of magazines— 
including the weekly Lucky-style photo . 
feature James Kershaw does for Ed? 
The online magazine Gawker prophe- 
sized the creation in a few years of 
Lucky-style magazines like Catherine 
Zeta-Jones’s Shoes—“An all-pictori 
mag of CZ-J’s feet and footwear, wih 

SEE PAGE 9 
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Will Food Not Bombs 
be defused? 


EDMONTON—In our province of plen- 
ty, oil is bursting through the ground 
and, apparently, there’s so much food 
it’s rotting. Last Saturday, thousands of 
Edmontonians spent a couple of mil- 
lion dollars to sit outside in the cold 
and watch the warm, fuzzy spectacle of 
Gretzky in a toque playing old-school 
hockey. As one Edmonton Journal writer 
put it, the sight was moving enough 
“to make an old Oilers fan shed icy 
tears.” A few blocks away from Com- 
monwealth Stadium, | was shedding 
icy tears for a different reason. 

Bruised on one side but shiny- 
smooth on the other, a perfectly edible 
apple rolls into the cold hands of a 
hungry man. Garbage bags full of let- 
tuce are riffled through and hopeful 
eyes follow two young men passing 
out stale bagels. The frigid November 
air bites my exposed skin as | approach 
this scene outside the Boyle Street Co- 
op. The building’s interior is being 
painted today, so the kitchen is out of 
commission and members of the anti- 
poverty group Food Not Bombs must 
hand out food that would normally be 
served cooked up as a hot meal. 

Since May of 1995, the Edmonton 
chapter of Food Not Bombs has been 
rescuing discarded food from restau- 
rants, grocery stores and bakeries, serv- 
ing hungry people outside City Hall, in 
downtown pedways, at musical gigs 
and now at the Boyle Street Co-op. 
The local prong of this international 
movement has had a myriad of volun- 
teers and support over the years—and, 
of course, its struggles too. These days, 
volunteer numbers are dropping 
because several original members and 
leaders are leaving Edmonton. There 
are concerns that FNB might not be 
able to make it through this period of 
instability and there's a significant need 
for new volunteers. Because it’s such a 
loosely-organized group, when long- 
time members leave the impact is 
especially devastating. And because 
FNB has been focused on staying alive 
of late, there hasn’t been much time or 
energy to do outreach work to attract 
new helpers. 

“With most volunteer work, there's 
too much bureaucracy,” says FNB 
member Manuel Ulliac, who’s been 
with the group for about a year. “But 
we're straight-up, simply getting food 
and giving it to the people.” 

FNB's direct approach has also led to 
difficulties obtaining food and serving it 
in public. In 1995, the group lucked into 
a space in City Hall but was evicted in 
1997 because it wasn’t a legally regis- 
tered not-for-profit society. “We're not a 
soup kitchen,” says Chris Germain, who's 
been with FNB for roughly seven years. 
“We serve out in public so the problem is 
not hidden and so different social classes 
and backgrounds can meet each other.” 

Like city council, managers of some 


CONRAD BLACK 


supermarket chains won’t recognize 
FNB as a legitimate group either and 
won't donate food that’s being thrown 
out (so they’re not liable to charges of 
food poisoning). But FNB members 
assure me the chances of someone get- 
ting ill from their meals are slim, 
because only vegetarian and vegan 
food is served and any bit of rotten or 
moldy food is carefully cut away. FNB 
was started in 1980 by anti-nuclear war 
activists in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
They wanted to protest the amount of 
money being spent on war while peo- 
ple go hungry. According to FNB’s 
international website (www.foodnot- 
bombs.net), 26 per cent of household 
food in North America goes to waste. 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
in Edmonton can contact the group 
through foodnotbomb.iscool.net. — 
SHERYLE CARLSON 


BUSINESS 
EDE report prays for chaos 


EDMONTON—A new report from Eco- 
nomic Development Edmonton predicts 
short-term bliss for the city but warns 
that tougher times may be ahead. 

Thanks to rising oil prices and 
increased drilling activity in Edmon- 
ton’s sphere of influence, EDE president 
Allan Scott reported that this area will 
have the strongest growth of any 
Canadian city in 2004. “Our economy 
has proved resilient in the face of BSE 
and other negative economic factors in 
2003,” Séott says, “and with stronger 
economic growth in the U.S., greater 
Edmonton’s economy should continue 
to roll in the next several years.” 

The TD Bank Financial Group was 
also quoted in the study, stating that the 
average income in the Calgary/Edmon- 
ton corridor was $40,000 per year, 10 
per cent higher than the national aver- 
age, making these two cities the only 
urban centres in Canada where resi- 
dents’ per capita wealth is comparable 
to that of major U.S. centres. But the 
teport says there are many uncertainties 


T REME, 
BEY BER 


that could scuttle economic growth in 
the region. While drilling is on the rise, 
there are fears that exploration may 
soon be curtailed simply because it’s 
becoming harder to find new oil 
deposits in a region that has already 
been exhaustively explored. Moreover, 
there are fears that continuing American 
embargoes on Alberta beef products 
thanks to the mad cow scare could do 
long-term damage to that industry, too. 

There are also worries that the 
construction business could slow down 
soon—housing starts remain strong in 
the area, but EDE reports that many of 
its forecasters are predicting an immi- 
nent slowdown in the home-building 
business. Those starts could drop even 
further with the slowdown of migra- 
tion to Alberta, a trend that began in 
the middle of this year. 

Ironically, the report suggests that 
many of these economic woiries would 
be negated if American troops continue 
to meet fierce resistance in Iraq and the 
Middle East remains in chaos. A cold 
winter and a continued American eco- 
nomic recovery would also stimulate 
prices. “If the current instability in Iraq 
and elsewhere in the region were to 
worsen, it is possible oil prices will rise,” 
the report says. “If oil prices increase for 
any of these reasons, the short-term 
economic impact for Alberta will be 
Positive. Business and consumers will 
take a hit from high energy costs but 
the Alberta government would also 
experience windfall revenue surpluses.” 

In other words, more chaos in Iraq 
equals more profit for Alberta, regard- 
less of how the province chooses to 
spend it. —STEVEN SANDOR 


EDUCATION 


Ontario gov’t maintains 
tuition cap . 


TORONTO—For years, students’ unions 
across Canada have been trying (and 
failing) to convince provincial govern- 
ments to freeze tuition levels in order to 
keep education affordable—and for 


years they've gotten little to no results. 
But recent developments in Ontario 
offer new hope, with the province's 
newly elected Liberal government 
announcing this week that it will make 
good on its campaign promise to freeze 
rising tuition fees for college and univer- 
sity students in the next academic year. 

According to a report in the Excal- 
ibur, the student newspaper at York 
University in Toronto, the Ontario Min- 
istry of Training, Colleges and Learning 
has declared that they will freeze 
tuition at the fall 2003 level for next 
year. This policy goes one step further 
than the old PC government's tuition 
cap of 2000, which prevented schools 
from raising tuition more than two per 
cent a year for five years. Fall 2004 
would have been the last semester 
affected by the PC cap, so the freeze 
comes as good news for many Ontario 
students’ unions. 

But, of course, some teensy little 
details remain to be ironed out, like, 
say, how universities will manage to 
continue operating without increasing 
revenue from tuition. Ministry spokes- 
woman Linda Chiarvesio could not 
confirm how the Ontario government 
plans to offset this decrease in universi- 
ty revenue, but she did say that the 
government will be working with the 
institutions and students to resolve the 
issue. “We'll be collaborating with our 
partners,” she said, “to find real and 
lasting solutions to how post-sec- 
ondary education will be funded.” 

Regardless of the news, the stu- 
dents’ union at York remains largely 
unimpressed. According to Pablo Vivan- 
co, the vice-president external for the 
York Federation of Students, the freeze 
will mean nothing if quality of educa- 
tion is not maintained. “Students would 
not be in favour of a tuition freeze with- 
out the government putting in more 
funds to ensure quality,” he said.. 

Uh-oh! Turns out that a quality 
education costs money, huh? Oh 
well—that’s okay as long as anyone 
and everyone but the student body 
has to pay for it. —Cxris Bouter 
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By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


A wing and a-scare 


When David Miller was elected to 
serve as Toronto’s new mayor earlier 
this month, he was the lone front- 
running candidate who opposed the 
expansion of the city’s island airport. 
The business community, developers 
and the other four would-be mayors 
all wanted to build a bridge and 
supersize the small commuter air- 
port on Toronto Island, which is a 
short ferry ride away from the down- 
town core. Calling instead for water- 
front revitalization, Miller rode this 
key issue to victory. 

Granted, comparing Toronto to 
Edmonton is like comparing the Big 
Apple to Orange County, but as 
debate over our City Centre Airport 
bubbles over it’s worth taking a look 
at Toronto. It is the largest city in 
Canada, you know; they may not 
have any oil, but they do a bit of busi- 
ness there too. Moreover, Toronto’s 
Pearson International Airport may not 
be quite as remote distance-wise as 
the Edmonton International Airport— 
which takes a whole 20 minutes to 
reach down Highway 2—but it’s a 
pain to get to the edge of Toronto 
from downtown, especially during 
tush hour. But did Miller back down 
from threats that business folk would 
fly elsewhere? No. He knows people 
come to Toronto because they have 
to go to the provincial capital for con- 
ferences, meetings and schmoozing, 
suburban airport and all. 

Here in Edmonton, the threats are 
coming from all sides: from northern 
Alberta cities, from the provincial gov- 
ernment and from companies based 
everywhere between the North Pole 
and Tierra del Fuego, it seems. Close 
the City Centre Airport, they‘re say- 
ing, and the “Gateway to the North” 
will be shut. “Flying into City Centre 
are key businesspeople who make the 
big decisions and sign the big con- 
tracts,” a spokeswoman for a lobby 
group called Air Service for Tomorrow 
said in a recent release. “Edmonton 
needs them! Closing the City Centre 
Airport to small scheduled aircraft ser- 
vices just gives businesspeople anoth- 
er reason to do business 
elsewhere—Calgary, Vancouver, 
Saskatoon—with people who want 
them to feel welcome and wanted.” 

It’s easy to poke holes in that 
logic. If you work up north for an oil 
company and need to meet with the 
Provincial government, odds are 
have to do it in Edmonton. So you'll 
come here anyway, despite the 
inconvenience. What’s more, if per- 
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Haiku Horos 


aL 


ARIES 

(Mar 21-Apr 19) 

Something has to give 
The smart money is not on 
Scrooge but on Santa 


TAURUS 

{Apr 20-May 20) 

You know what they say: 
Every time that a bell rings 
Dogs will attack you * 


GEMINI 

(May 21-June 20) 

Your sex appeal is 
Somehow only increased by 
Your creepy dead stare 


CANCER 

(june 21-July 22) 

Now that you have a 
Harmimock get a gorilla 
Suit and don’t ask why 


LEO 

Guly 23-Aug 22) 

Instead of stealing 

A car stereo, why not 
Steal the whole damn car? 


VIRGO 

(Aug 23-Sept 22) 

This week, take some time 
To think of all the things that 
Grow on your toothbrush 


Free for 


LIBRA 
(Sept 23-Oct 22) 7 
Though they may be called 


“Safety” pins, they do not make 


Great presents for kids 


SCORPIO 

(Oct 23-Nov 21) 

It’s the Chanukah 
Horoscope! Quit possessing 
Me, Adam Sandler 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 22-Dec 21) 

You will be given 

A magic set for Xmas 
And burned as a witch 


CAPRICORN 

(Dec 22-Jan 19) 

So you are dreaming 

Of a white Christmas? I'll bet 
You are, you racist 


_ Before you free your 


Mind and express yourself you 
Should put on some pants 


™ PISCES 


=) (Feb 19-Mar 20) 


» ‘Tis the season to 


Quit being so jolly and 
Get out of my face 
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Consumed with fright, he 
works out the screws to 
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Captured! Billy awakens to 
find himself in Dr Venom's 


«and Billy hatches an 
ill-fated plan / 
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BOLLING 


There's no hope of escape / 
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‘ Quentin! ' 
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The situation is utterly 
hopeless! He consider: 
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F.. (YX 
Next Chapter: 
ABRUPT NARRATIVE SHIFT / 


gum =Grant 
MacEwan 
College 


.. to point you in 
the right direction. 


+ Start in January 

+ Improve your grades tone 
+ Earn your admission requirements" 
» Earn program credits while 


vueweeKly Dp 


NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 3, 2003 


Wor-GnqgSvirwepay+wor-mm SLO OAIT199 A £002@ ALVIIGNAS SS38d IWSASNINA AB LSID 


Media Jungle 


Continued from page 6 


interactive, holographic one-touch pur- 
chasing.” (They're being satirical, of 
course, but a male version of Lucky, 
entitled Cargo, is scheduled to roll out 
in a few months.) 

Advertising Age editor Scott 
Donaton, on the other hand, 
sees Lucky as a true innovator 
in the publishing field and 
credits it with virtually “invent- 
ing a genre.” “I recognize and 
respect the magazine’s ability 
to attract an audience—circu- 
lation is approaching one mil- 
lion—and an advertising 
base,” he writes. “There’s no | 
reason for even a media snob 
to begrudge magazines such 
as Lucky their success. Their 
growth doesn’t come at the 
expense of thought-leader 
titles; the Atlantic and the New 
Yorker are doing quite well on 
their own, thank you. You also 
have to admire Lucky’s hon- 
esty. It doesn’t pretend to be 
something it’s not, filling 
pages between its fashion 
spreads with health articles. 
Nor it is self-conscious about 
what it is. It’s a magazine 
about shopping. Period.... 
Lucky proudly presents its 
offerings and encourages read- ° 
ers to whip the magazine out on the 
train rather than treating it as a guilty 
bedroom pleasure.” 

Economist subscribers might blanch 
at Donaton’s logic, but it’s worth not- 


ing that when Advertising Age ranks the 
year’s top magazines, they're not judg- 
ing them on the strength of their edito- 
rial content so much as they’re 
deciding how well each publication ful- 
fills the needs of its readership. Their 
top 10 magazines of 2003 are, in order, 
Lucky, Real Simple, CosmoGirl, The 


Atlantic Monthly, Cooking Light, ESPN: 
The Magazine, Essence, More, Men‘s 
Health and Details. That's a great, eclec- 
tic array of quality publications, and | 
like the open-minded approach Dona- 


ton and Advertising Age have taken to 
deciding what makes a good maga- 
zine—people should read it because 
they want to and find it useful (like 
Lucky), not because they think they feel 
obligated to plow grimly through it, no 
matter how stultifying the content (like, 
say, The Walrus). 

And you've got to hand it to 
Kim France and publisher 
Sandy Golinkin: Lucky is close to 
a perfectly executed magazine. 
| The pages are bright and 
colourful; the data about each 
product is clearly presented and 
the service articles (which party 
clothes will disguise your flaws, 
which coats are right for you, 
> imaginative ways to dress up a 
sweater) may be superficial, but 
) for what they are, they're infor- 
mative and helpful. It seems a 
little perverse, in fact, to com- 
plain about the lack of text 
accompanying these articles; 
after all, aren’t photos a much 
more effective vehicle for offer- 
ing fashion advice? 

“All | ever tried to do was to 
fulfill a need, and by doing 
that | wasn’t trying to squash 
anything meaningful in our 
culture,” France told Advertis- 
ing Age. Of course, even she 
sometimes worries that she’s 
created a Frankenstein mon- 
ster. “Does my jaw drop in 
focus groups,” France went on 
to say, “where women look at the ‘Ask 
the Editors’ column and say, ‘| don’t 
want to read that page because there’s 
too much text there?’ Yes. That freaks 
me the hell out.” © 
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By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


Not much happened this past week for 
the Oilers. Only the first-ever outdoor 
hockey game in NHL history, complete 
with Wayne Gretzky, Mark Messier, Guy 
Lafleur and, of course, Kenny “The Rat” 
Linseman in an alumni exhibition game. 
And the Oilers beat the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the first game at the newly-chris- 
tened Rexall Place. And the Oilers tied 
Columbus Tuesday 3-3. Dave and John 
discuss what was possibly the most inter- 
esting week in Oiler history. 


John: The weekend is over and every- 
thing now seems a little anticlimactic. | 
don’t think any of the fans who stayed 
for both games, even though it was close 
to -20°C, complained about the chilly 
temperatures. It was a day filled with 
fond memories and reminders of an era 
when so many NHL stars played on one 
team. Could you imagine that-today, 
Dave? Aside from the New York Rangers, 
could any team afford such a line-up? 
Dave: Well, the Semenko/Linse- 
man/McSorley line Sather put together 
for the second half of the Alumni 
Game was certainly a throwback to the 
old days and a combination we'll prob- 
ably never see again. With Kenny Lin- 
seman getting a goal and an assist, | 


was hoping he would earn penalty 
minutes as well. We could call the 
combo a “Rat Trick.” The goons were 
the highlight of the event. You would- 
n’t see three players like that in today’s 
NHL. As difficult as it is to put a bunch 
of scorers together, putting three agi- 
tators together on one line—let alone 
one team—is rare. The NHL is so intent 


on “cleaning up” hockey that they _ 


have forgotten the special place tough 
guys have in the hearts of hockey fans. 

John: What stood out in a lot of 
people’s minds on Saturday was the vin- 
tage save that Fuhr made on Stephane 
Richer, his legs split as his right glove 
hand shot into the air to make the 
catch. How often have fans seen that in 
Edmonton since Grant Fuhr’s heyday? 
And even though the ice conditions did- 
n't allow for the crisp passing and high 
scoring that was expected from these 
players, | don’t imagine anyone was dis- 
appointed. No one from the Montreal 
organization had a negative word to say 
about the entire event and there was 
every indication that another outdoor 
game is in the NHL's future. 

Dave: Well, | was in the stands for 
the game, John. | wasn’t sitting in the 
comfortable press area. It was damn 
cold out there. | appreciated the 
streaker’s juke and jive on the sidelines 
as it provided a great opportunity for a 


warm belly laugh and a chance to 
appreciate having testicles outside your 
body. | talked to a few people in the 
stands and, despite the cold weather, 
we all felt proud of the city and the 
commitment to hockey which resulted 
in well over 57,000 people attending 
the game and probably 40,000 of 
them staying until the end. This would- 
n‘t happen in Toronto or Vancouver. 
We're insane here in Edmonton. 

John: The game that mattered in 
the standings was played in less-than- 
ideal conditions but in the end, the 
brittle ice and the bouncing puck just 
added to the whole outdoor experi- 
ence. It would have been nice if the Oil 
had beaten Montreal but it was still a 
great day for hockey. | guess Edmon- 
ton played in a couple of other games 
this past week but | think you'll agree 
that the only game that mattered was 
the one played outside on Saturday 
night on Hockey Night in Canada. 

Dave: I'll never forget Saturday 
afternoon for two reasons. First, it was 
an unprecedented day of hockey. Wayne 
Gretzky in an Oilers jersey? Goose- 
bumps. Second, it was too cold to drink 
too much. | can’t forget a single 
moment. November 22 is trapped in the 
old brain bucket for posterity. No black- 
outs; no fuzzy memories. | think my toes 
just warmed up late Monday night. It 
was worth it. After the Oilers finish their 
short road trip, though, they'll come 
home to “Rexall Place” instead of 
“Skyreach Centre.” | just,got used to the 
last name change. And before anyone 
else steals a bad pun from me, here 
goes: from now on, when visiting teams 
come to Edmonton and lose a game, it 
“Rexall” their plans. O 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


Natural born Gillers 


My attendance at the Giller Prize Gala 
in Toronto and the Governor General’s 
Literary Awards presentation in Ottawa 
earlier this month has left me with a 
series of speculations and flighty 
impressions. 

One of the first things | noticed in 
the run-up to both awards was that the 
prizes—their process and impact, adju- 
dication structure, the personalities and 
politics involved—generated far more 
press attention than the shortlisted 
books. | wondered why, until | realized 
that awards are always about them- 
selves, or rather about reaffirming the 
spirit of their original “purpose.” The 
Giller and GG’s, then, both celebrate 
two stories of literary creation in Cana- 
da: the story of cultural nationalism, 
and the development of the books and 
cultural industry. Each prize emphasizes 
these stories to differing degrees, and 
you can probably see each award’s pre- 
occupations expressed most clearly in 
their guest lists. 

After being greeted at the door by 
founder Jack Rabinovitch and event 
organizer Elana Rabinovitch, | proceed 
to the Four Seasons Hotel ballroom, 
where the Giller Prize Gala begins with 
cocktails. As the space filled with 450 
mingling bodies, it quickly becomes 
unnavigable: TV personalities and 
executives, newspaper columnists, 
retired politicians, creative writing pro- 
fessors, literary editors, established 
Toronto writers by the bushel. Anxious 
“Do | know you?” glances are cast. 
Here and there, TV cameras capture 
“persons of interest” in metallic pools 
of light. This kind of a gathering is 
beyond nametags; it’s more about 
confirming relationships than develop- 
ing new ones. The nominated writers, 
generally shy types, do not “work the 
room” but cling to a few friends (their 
publisher and agent on either side for 
authority) and let the “professional 
networkers” approach them. 

inside the ballroom, | find myself at 
a table that included writers Rohinton 
Mistry and Jane Urquhart, artist Tony 
Urquhart and Coach House Press 
founder Stan Bevington. It turns-out 
Bevington is a native of Edmonton who 
as a student designed the Ross Shep- 
herd High thunderbird logo and at 
Coach House printed blotting papers 
for LSD in between print runs of avant- 
garde poetry. Too busy moving 
between tables chatting, few people 
Pay attention to the meal (pan-seared 
salmon with cilantro pesto). Since it 
was the Giller Prize’s 10th anniversary, 
Part of the evening was devoted to 
looking back at how the award had 
helped raise the profile of Canadian fic- 
tion—even (debatably) that it has ele- 
vated the quality of Canadian writing. 

You look around at the Giller (and 
the GGs are no different) and the aver- 
age age of those attending is 
fiftysomething; Toronto novelist Russell 


Smith and CBC television host Jian 
Ghomeshi represent the thirtysome- 
things. That said, it is a rich, invigorat- 
ing amalgam of people (largely from 
the “culture region” of Toronto) who 
have distinguished themselves in a 
range of cultural fields. The Giller’s 
unwritten raison d’étre is to bring 
together an arts community that rarely 
acknowledges its interdependence. 

If the Giller is a cultural communi- 
ty’s night out, the GG Awards presenta- 
tion a week later is about the 
methodical affirmation of cultural 
nationalism. Convened in the subdued 
elegance of the Governor General’s resi- 
dence, Rideau Hall, the tone is much 
quieter. The guests are comprised of 
friends of the recipients, a variety of 
government functionaries and a smat- 
tering of previous winners. The TV cam- 
eras are corralled in a side corner, there 
is a string ensemble, deep pile carpets 
and room to wander. The award win- 
ners have already been announced in 
the morning, so the awards presenta- 
tion relies not on shortlist competition 
to buoy the evening, but on the gravi- 
tas and ritual of conferment. 

Founded in 1937 by Governor 
General and bestselling novelist John 
Buchan, the GGs are, by design, more 
expansive and earnest than the Giller. 
They honour seven genres in both offi- 
cial languages and they have the heft 
of history. The story of cultural nation- 
alism reverberates through Adrienne 
Clarkson’s address, in which she 
explains how Buchan, in founding the 
awards, envisioned what Canada could 
be. “The reason he established the 
awards,” she says, “was he believed lit- 
erature could be a pure imaginative 


force in national life.” Canada Council 
director John Hobday talks of how “we 
see ourselves through the eyes of our 
writers, as does the wider world,” and 
how the Council sees its work as “cre- 
ating conditions of possibility.” In fact, 
the story of cultural nationalism is 
embedded in the translation awards— 
English to French, French to English— 
that acknowledge the linguistic 
mediation of the two founding nations. 

By thematic coincidence, Douglas 
Glover's Elle, winner of the award for 
English fiction, is a re-imagining of 
Canada’s past. “[Elle] is about the way 
the modern country of Canada 
began,” Glover says in his acceptance 
speech. “I wrote the book because | 
love the place. It irritates the hell out 
of me about every other day. But | 
love it. It’s my metaphor, my Dul- 
cinea. It’s the reference by which | 
explain all other things, love, the self, 
beauty, God and mystery. In my 
books, characters come to Canada to 
be changed and saved.” 

Martiniquan writer Patrick Chamoi- 
seau has said that for a national litera- 
ture to grow it needs writers, literary 
critics and an audience. Though 
awards are unreliable assessments of 
“the best,” they are not pointless. Both 
the Giller and GGs expose the system 
of hidden cultural entities—funders, 
cultural commentators, etc.—that help 
“literary genius” find an audience. The 
Giller is about a cultural community in 
its broadest sense; the GGs are about 
something more rarefied and intellec- 
tualized, about, as John Ralston Saul 
said to the winners, “becoming a part 
of an encrustation of ideas, a part of 
something larger.” © 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


I like Dykes 


| last spoke with dyke icon Alison 
Bechdel three years ago. Back then, 
current U.S. Democratic presidential 
candidate Howard Dean was the gov- 
ernor of Vermont and Bechdel, author 
of the groundbreaking comic strip 
Dykes to Watch Out For, was one of Ver- 
mont’s best-known residents. 

Vermont is also the state that most 
closely resembles the Great White 
North. (“That's a great 


honour!” Bechdel YOU KNOW; 1’VE BEEN 


trial run in the Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion daily, starting this past September. 
“There should be a gay daily strip,” 
Bechdel says, “because newspapers are 
supposed to reflect the lives of every- 
one. Jane’s World is not.a political strip 
— it’s a gentle, sweet, funny, slice-of-life 
strip which is perfect for the dailies.” 

Then there’s cartoonist Aaron 
McGruder’s The Boondocks strip about 
the lives of several black kids, which on 
October 12 had a week’s worth of 
strips yanked by several papers, includ- 
ing the Washington Post, because it 
implied White House national security 
advisor Condoleezza Rice is a lesbian 
and needs to get laid—by a man. 
“Maybe if there was a man in the 
world who Condoleezza truly loved, 
she wouldn't be so hell-bent to destroy 
it,” Boondocks character Caesar quips. 
“All that gal needs is some good ol’- 
fashioned lovin’.” 

The Boondocks is one of Bechdel’s 
favourite strips, but she tells me, “Even if 


NOT MARRIED. 


says.) It’s progressive, | WORKING ON THIS ISSUE | UNIONIZED. SOUNDS 


it’s snowy and it legal- | FOR YEARS, BUT T Stitt 


LIKE SOMETHING 


ized same-sex civil | CAN'T BELIEVE IT. I MEAN, } YouD DoD Your 


unions years ago. | ACTUALLY BEING ABLETD 


Now, after the Massa- 
chusetts high court 
ruled on November 
18 that state legisla- 
tors have six months 
to legalize same-sex 
marriage, Howard 
Dean is taking the 
same-sex marriage 
debate to Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

“It had to happen 
eventually,” Bechdel 
says. “We went 
through this a few 
years ago with Ver- 
mont's civil union bill 
so it’s hard to get 
excited about it now.” 

What Bechdel is 
excited about is land- 
ing a new publisher for 
her 10th anthology of 
comic strips, the just- 
published, must-read 
Dykes and Other Alison Bechdel 
Sundry Carbon-Based 
Life-Forms to Watch Out For (Alyson 
Books), which collects strips from 1999 
to 2002. When her previous publisher, 
Firebrand Books, went belly-up, Bechdel 
says, “| freaked. It was demoralizing, my 
books were out of print and financially it 
was really scary.” 

Bechdel’s 20-year-old comic strip runs 
in more than 50 publications worldwide 
and she’s sold more than 200,000 books. 
“But | never thought this would be my 
career,” she says. “When | started out, my 
mom was not happy. Her first response 
was ‘You’re not going to do this under 
your own name, are you?’ She came 
around, though, and is now really sup- 
portive. She says she’s proud of me.” 

Bechdel, 43, is now writing an auto- 
biographical graphic novel about her 
relationship with her late dad, which she 
expects will be published in spring 2005. 
“| didn’t find out until | came out to my 
parents [when | was 19] that my dad 
was gay too,” she says. “I was extremely 
confused because the shoe was on the 
other foot. The book is my figuring it 
out. I’m getting there.” 

Bechdel, meanwhile, is thrilled to 
see Paige Braddock’s five-year-old les- 
bian comic strip Jane’s World getting a 
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Rice is a lesbian, McGruder sounds a bit 
unfair. | mean, maybe Bush needs a man.” 
As for Dubya, Bechdel says, “If he 
stays in office, things are definitely going 
to get worse. | was just in London and 
there were articles in the papers about 
how Europeans like Americans, just not 
American leadership. | don’t know if 
that’s true, but it’s a comforting thought. 
| have a line where [my character] Mo 
says, ‘Americans are for the most part 
repugnant.’ And | think that’s true.” 
Bechdel’s been railing about politics 
in her column for 20 years and after all. 
this time she now admits being con- 
cerned about her legacy. “I do feel that,” 
she says. “| don’t have children. So | cling 
to my body of work as a legacy. | never 
thought I’d care about that. [But] | want 
to make some kind of impression on the. 
world, leave some kind of imprint.” : 
She already has. i 
But what dykes everywhere really, 
want to know is whether she and Mo: 
still have the ‘same haircut? “I’ve been 


out and now:it’s really sh 
to embrace my stereotypicalness.” © | 


VUEWEEKLY @P} NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 3, 2003 


a0 % 


Feast your 
eyes on this 


Tasty local outfits are on the menu 


By JULIANN WILDING 


Savoy lounge on Whyte Avenue 

hosted an evening of fashions, 
fine dining and wine for Edmon- 
ton’s most stylish (and slightly 
intoxicated) scenesters—Stanley 
Carroll's "Fashion Feast." 

Carroll teamed up with Gravity 
Pope, who provided the footwear 
and presented the crowd with their 
own "Mini-Show" of outfits styled 
by Angela Brown. Her vision was 


0: Monday, November 24, the 


taken further with the help of 
Andor and his team of stylists from 
FUSS. Art_of-Hair, whose creations 
sold me on the notion that pom- 
padours are definite fuckin’ dos. 


_ISTYLE 


Then there was Carroll’s collec- 
tion: his European-influenced tai- 
loring and use of bold yet basic 


colours briefly transported the 
audience away from the ice- 
encrusted streets of Edmonton. 
Stanley likes lots and lots of fabric, 
as his slouchy pants, falling-off-the- 
shoulder necklines and floor. 
sweeping evening gowns would 
suggest, and his use of the cut and 
fall of stiff or coarse fabric creates 
intriguing silhouettes unlike that of 
any design group’in the city. © 


laser ttatr Cemoval E. a, 
No more constant tweezing and waxing! 
Enjoy the permanence of laser technology. 


Safe & effective. 


Betox® 

"The lunchtime facelift" - A simple treatment 

to soften and relax frown lines and wrinkles for a 
refreshed look. Now you can look as good as you feel. 


Cost: e/ Perlane 


A natural beauty lift. This hyaluronic gel can be used to fill and soften 
lines on the face and around the lips. A safe and natural long lasting enhancement. 


Wiiecredermabrasion & Chemical Peels 


Enhance your skins natural glow, stimulate collagen produciton to reduce the 
appearance of fine lines and enjoy the softest, smoothest skin you've ever imagined. 
Safe, relaxing and with no down time. 


Scleretherap 


Still the most effective treatment for varicose and spider veins. With the aid of Doppler 
Ultrasound, Dr. Brown can ensure an accurate and effective treatment 
to restore health to your legs. 


for you inc. 


DR. R.J BROWN 
MEDICAL OFFICE 
464-4506 
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Ask about our 
Laser Hair 
Specials! 


We offer a large range 
of high fashion and 
conservative wigs. 


Shown in a private and clean setting. 
We are recommended by the 
Cross Cancer Clinic and will 
provide you with full service. 


3/4 and large range of hair additions for 
ladies and men also available in stock. 


We're tops in Hair Extensions! 
We carry 50 lines of professional hair products. 
426-0991 or 426-0984 


www .fieldsandcornhouse.com 


MEZZANINE 10250 - 101 STREET EDMONTON, AB 
TS} 3P4 ADJOINING CITY CENTRE 
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Let us guide your career future in: 
HEALTH CARE & BUSINESS 


@ Office Management 
@ Business Administration Management 

@ Business Administration & E-Commerce 
@ Medical Office Assistant 
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“A revolution in education” 


Local private school 
has no curriculum, 
no evaluations and 
just one rule 


By BRENDAN PROCE 


“Ts running in the hallway 

bad?” Kassandra Lallemand, six 
years old, runs past us. When we 
leave for the gym, she asks if she can 
come too. So the three of us make 
our way there, Kassandra leading. 

When we arrive, a couple of stu- 
dents are skateboarding on home- 
made ramps and a grind bar. Green 
Day booms from a stereo in the cor- 
ner. “We like to keep the door 
open,” Rosborough says about the 
winter air seeping into the gym. “It 
keeps it cool in here, so you don’t 
get all stuck in your clothes.” Makes 
sense. Don’t want to sweat too much 
while you're at school. 

The Indigo Sudbury Campus is a 
private school with 20 students co- 
founded and run by Rosborough and 
Nicolette Groeneveld. Both are former 
secondary school teachers with dou- 
ble-digit years of experience. But ISC, 
located just northwest of downtown 
Edmonton in a former elementary 
school that also houses an Edmonton 
Catholic School Board outreach pro- 
gram and the Connect Society’s sign 
language classes, is vastly different 
from any other school in the city. 

Based on the original Sudbury 
Valley school, which opened its 
doors in Framingham, Massachusetts 
in 1968, ISC believes that all people 
are curious and that the optimum 
schooling environment is one where 
students are given freedom to learn 
what they want, how they want and 
at their own pace. “What are you 
interested in learning today?” Ros- 
borough asks rhetorically. “Everyone 
needs to be able to—and have the 
right to—pursue their own power, to 


“f it bad?” asks Ric Rosborough. 
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make decisions from the inside out 
and then handle the consequences.” 


WE WALK THROUGH the school. 
There’s a computer lab upstairs where 
a few kids are playing games. One is 
chatting online and a few more are in 
a back room playing videogames. 
They were the ones skateboarding 
before. Now they’re playing a skate- 
boarding videogame. Downstairs 
there’re another half-dozen students 
hanging out on couches in one of the 
school’s five parlour-style rooms. 

ISC students govern themselves 
democratically and learn entirely 
according to their own initiative. The 
idea is that when students follow 


| ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS 


their own impulses, they'll learn 
more deeply and effectively than a 
student who’s told what to learn. 
Other than having to be at school 25 
hours a week (12 hours for those aged 
four and five), there is no curriculum 
or tasks that have to be followed or 
completed. There are no exams or 
evaluations, except at the individual’s 
request. Students are literally free to 
do as they choose, anything from 
computer games to skateboarding, 
painting, eating or reading. 

“Sometimes, when you watch 
them, you wonder,” says Rosbor- 
ough. “They just sit and talk all day. 
About what? What are they learning 
about themselves?” 

There’s a student at the school, 
barely a teenager, who used to be 
into gangs, sex, drinking, drugs. His 
first day at ISC, recounts Rosbor- 
ough, the student lied to him three 
times before understanding that it 
wasn’t okay to lie. A few weeks back, 
that same student, standing in the 
doorway of one of the school’s many 
lounge-style rooms, said to Rosbor- 
ough, “Damn you! I tried to steal 
some of my dad’s cigarettes last 
night and I couldn’t do it.” 


Another student, 11-year-old 
Gregory Bengston, is researching 
business. He and his friend Nathan 
want to start a pay-per-play games 
shop. Greg used to be in Edmonton’s 
public school system. “Not too 
great,” he says about it. “The teach- 
ers were okay, but I didn’t like the 
way it was done. Like all schools.” 

All schools? 

“No. Well, all public schools.” 

We're talking in one of the 
lounges. Rosborough, Alexander 
Urlacher and Mike Kusiak are here 
too, the latter pair both 11. Some- 
one’s at the doorway. 

“Hey, stranger!” says Rosborough. 

“Hey!” says Nathan vanden- 
Biggelaar, 14. “I decided to come.” 

“Good, you're finally here!” 
says Kusiak. 

“Oh be quiet, peanut,” says van- 
denBiggelaar. And there is laughter. 

It’s a good thing vandenBiggelaar 
has shown up. After all, he owns the 
school’s only pop machine. 


THERE ONLY ONE RULE at ISC. Okay, 
technically, three. They’re known as 
the three Rs: be responsible, be rea- 
sonable and be respectful at all times. 
VandenBiggelaar pays rent to the 
school for his pop machine, like any 
business would, and is responsible for 
all aspects of its operation. He is pur- 
suing his own unique interests. 

“I wasn’t interested in the learn- 
ing, per se,” Rosborough says about 
his days in the public school system. 
“I came out of it knowing I wanted to 
be a teacher, even though it wasn’t a 
great experience. I love teaching. But 
I think the regular system keeps kids 
hostage, rather than setting them 
free.” After spending 16 years teach- 
ing both junior high and high school 
with the Edmonton Public School 
Board, Rosborough took a couple of 
years off to travel and study. And 
then, after meeting Groeneveld, they 
opened ISC in September of 2002. 

Recently, 17-year-old Amanda 
Garrison came into school on a Fri- 
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Edmonton Campus: 620 - 10310 Jé 


*Financial assistance may be available 
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day. She didn’t have to be there that 
day. She came because she wanted to 
finish a project that she was working 
on. “They want to learn without 
being taught,” says Rosborough. “If 
you've read Siddhartha, the message 
of that is that nothing can be taught. 
It has to come from inside. And that’s 
why [ISC] works so well. Last year, we 
had six parents within five days cry- 
ing tears of joy because their kids had 
changed already so much.” 

The school is governed by partici- 
patory democracy. Using parliamen- 
tary procedure, a campus meeting is 
run once a week. At the meeting, all 
aspects of the school’s day-to-day 
operations are debated and voted on 
by all present students and teachers. 
Though students are not required to 
attend, it is encouraged, and their 
votes, regardless of age, have the 
same weight as a teacher's. 

There is also a judicial committee, 
which is staffed on a rotating basis by 
four students and one teacher. The 
committee handles all matters of 
school-related discipline and comes to 
its decisions democratically. If any stu- 
dent ever has problems with a class- 
mate or a teacher, they only need to 
document the case and the judicial 
committee will hear it, and, with the 
input of the defendant, will settle on a 
solution—and, if necessary, an appro- 
priate punishment. The system 
encourages students to be responsible, 
reasonable and respectful because if 
they step out of line, they are judged 
by their peers. The nature of the school 
is such that any errant behaviour will 
quickly become public knowledge. 


ROSBOROUGH IS TELLING another 
story about the student who couldn’t 
steal his dad’s cigarettes. “He was 
afraid to carry a computer monitor up 
the stairs for fear he would break it. I 
said, ‘What happens when we face our 
fears and walk through them? We 
become more of who we really are.’” 
The same student, during an indoor 
rock-climbing field trip, got second 
thoughts halfway up the wall. Rosbor- 
ough was his climbing partner. “I said, 
‘Feel your body. Instead of running 
away, like you do with alcohol, drugs 
and sex and all the other stuff, for 
once in your life just sit and breathe 


and feel the fear. Now breathe. A big , 


breath. Feel what happens.’” 

The student's eyes opened wide. 
“The emotion of fear and excitement 
are exactly the same, only one bang re 
breathing and one you're not,” Ros- 
borough continues. “So I told him to 
breathe and he felt the difference. 


GeN4N “Nf ait re Ua eM 


And he went to the top and came 
down, and went up and went down, 
and went up and came down more 
than anyone else in the group. And 
when he got to the top, he felt the 
exhilaration of being successful, 
again and again.” 

The student, now captain of his 
hockey team, had an issue in a recent 
judiciary committee hearing—he felt 
the punishment handed down to 
him was unfair. “He didn’t think it 
was right and he stood up for him- 
self,” says Rosborough. “‘No, I’m not 
doing that,’ he said. ‘It’s not a good 
idea, it’s not respectful of me.’ And 
we talked about it and he was right. 
He stood up for himself instead of 
just knuckling under, which is what 
he used to do. So he’s learning more 
of who he really is. That’s very, very 
valuable. And not very common in 
the regular school system.” 


“| LIKE THE FREEDOM,” Gregory 
Bengston says about ISC. “I like not 
having to be in one room all the 
time. I can go around and talk to 
people.” The price of this freedom is 
currently $5,763 per year, with dis- 
counts for registering more than one 
child and an additional discount for 
paying up front. Groeneveld and 
Rosborough reinvest nearly all the 
money that comes in; the school is 
funded entirely by student tuition. 
Groeneveld’s monthly salary is small 
and Rosborough says he hasn’t paid 
himself yet in the 14 months the 
school has been open. “There are 
several ways to run Sudbury 
schools,” he says. “We chose to make 
ours for-profit. This is a business.” 

There are several governing 
philosophies at Sudbury schools as 
well. While some have lengthy doc- 
trines by which they operate, the three 
Rs are used at the Edmonton location, 
one of 54 Sudbury schools around the 
world, according to Rosborough. 

A recent article in the Edmonton 
Journal praised the Edmonton Public 
school board for handing power from 
central office to schools themselves, 
putting the power in hands of teach- 
ers, parents and staff. Great for admin- 
istrators and teachers making budgets, 
Rosborough says, but what does it do 
for students? “What we’re doing [in 
public education] isn’t working,” he 
says. “It’s pushing kids out the door in 
droves and making them very upset, 
unable, incapable, low-self-esteem, 
brutalizing, addicted, nasty people. 

“We're saying, if we're going to 
have a revolution, let’s have a real rev- 


-olution. A revolution in education.” © 


Indigo info 


* ISC is open to all students aged four to 20, regardless of 
intelligence or past academic records, provided they abide 
by the school’s three Rs rule: be responsible, reasonable 
and respectful at all times. 

¢ All ISC students are registered as Alberta homeschoolers. In 
this stream, there are two options: traditional, where a student 
will work toward the same diplomas that they would earn in 
the public school system; or “unschooling,” which is the cate- 
gory ISC falls under. Unschooling is child-led or natural learn- 
ing, where the student submits an education plan to their 
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homeschooling centre, which is reviewed with a provincially- 
approved homeschooling facilitator at the end of their year. 

* According to a 1991 survey of hundreds of graduates of 
the original Sudbury Valley school, 96 per cent of students 
who did their entire primary and secondary schooling at SV, 
93 per cent of those who attended SV for three or more 
years including high school, 80 per cent who attended for 
two high school years and 83 per cent who attended for one 
high school year went on to post-secondary institutes (96 per 
cent of which were four-year colleges). —BRENDAN Proce 


Source: www.indigosudburycampus.com 
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SCIENCE & 


BUSINESS 


designed to suit YOU. 


¢ Two-Year Diploma Program 


¢ Bachelor of Science Programs 


¢ Ph.D. and Masters 


° Career Readiness 


| For more information on your options, 
Sadmission requirements, scholarships, and 
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Faculty of Extension 
WHERE LEARNING IS ALIVE 


Information Sessions ¢ Winter/Spring 2004 


Tuesday, December 2, 2003 


Drop-in sessions: 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. in the Main Floor Foyer 


Business Programs 

Adutt and Continuing Education (CACE) 
Addictions Studies 

Construction Administration 
Environmental Resource Management 


Presentations: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 


Fine Arts - Room 2-36 

Occupational Health & Safety - Room 3-40 

Spanish Language - Room 3-52 

MA Communications & Technology (MACT) - Room 2-34 


Presentations: 8:00 - 9:00 p.m. 


Residential Interiors - Room 2-36 
MA Communications & Technology (MACT) - Room 2-34 


Information - 780.492.1218 © www.extension.ualberta.ca 


All sessions held at: FREE PARKING from 4 - 9 pm 
University Extension Centre Tues. Dec-2 in Extension Centre 
8303-112 Street, Edmonton parkade & Lot 84, north of bidg. 


Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 
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Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
\ Beverages 


SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 


1.800.232.1958 


several departures daily: 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
Edmonton 
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discount offers. 


www.redarrow.ca 
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Video contest 
allows you to 
convert your school 
spirit into $5,000 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 


and high speeds, a man gets on 
he LRT, weaves through a small 

maze of passengers and finds a seat. 
There’s a brief glimpse of the High 
Level Bridge and the North 
Saskatchewan River before the camera 
flashes back to sideways, helter-skel- 
ter train images. The man disem- 
barks, ascends from the underground 
and enters a chemistry lab, followed 
by a succession of quick images of 
various pieces of equipment and the 
guy draining something into a sink. A 
statement appears on screen: “Today, 
my experiment worked.” 

Some Frankenstein flick set in 
modern-day Edmonton? Nope—it’s 
the opening scene of A Day at the U 
of A, one of the winning entries in 
last year’s “Sell Your School” film- 
making contest. Three University of 
Alberta students won $5,000 for the 
film, equipped only “with video 
cameras, skill and imagination,” 


A the film zigzags between low 


says Pam Hnytka of sponsoring 
Access Television. 

This year’s contest will again 
allow Alberta students to showcase 
their creative talents and explain 
what makes their schools great—in 
less than two minutes. “More often 
than not,” Hnytka says, “a lot of 
educators are telling the story, but 
there’s a lot of intelligent students 
out there. This gives them a voice.” 


| {COMPETITIONS 


A jury of television professionals 
will choose one winner based on 
clarity of message, creative and tech- 
nical merit and overall impression. 
The viewers’ choice prize will be cho- 
sen by people voting for the videos 
broadcast on the Access TV station 
and website between the April 1 sub- 
mission deadline and June 23, 2004. 
The top five videos, as selected by 
popular vote, will compete shot-to- 
shot on an episode of HELP!tv on 
June 23. A final viewer vote on that 
episode will determine which of the 
five finalists will walk away with 
$5,000; the jury prize winner will be 
announced at the same time. 

Last year, the U of A team beat out 
31 rivals to nab the jury prize—Hnytka 
says their entry stood out because it was 


nicely edited and narrated with the odd 
bit of text instead of a voice. It covered 
both the educational and social aspects 
of going to school, showing opportuni- 
ties for student interaction in clubs and 
activities. Mike MacLean, one of the 
students who produced A Day at the U 
of A, said the video's technical, creative 
and organizational demands ultimately 
led him and co-filmmakers Erika Smith 
and Joseph Ferenbok to form JEM Pro- 
ductions. 

Hnytka says school pride can some- 
times run as deep as hockey rivalries. 
She decided to allow Grade 12 students 
to enter the contest this year, after 
many called her and said they have 
filmmaking skills as well. The competi- 
tion allows students in telecommunica- 
tions courses to hone their skills and 
those not taking these programs to 
explore filmmaking. In fact, Hnytka 
points out, entries from radio and tele- 
vision students placed well last year but 
did not win. “It’s not necessarily about 
the technical skill,” she says. 

Higher-end digital film is the pre- 
ferred format, but the competition will 
accept VHS entries as well. Hnytka 
advises would-be contestants to think 
of the project as a term paper, and says 
entries that tell a story tend to do par- 
ticularly well. For rules, regulations and 
entry forms, go to www.accesslearn- 
ing.com and click on “Contests.” © 
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Pre-Business 


12 - April 2, 2004. 


College Preparation 


Also offered: 


Thinking about where your job is headed? 
If you've been away from school for 

awhile, NAIT can show you how to 
narrow the gap between your 
academic background and 


your potential! R _— 
SS 


NAIT offers a variety of upgrading programs to point you in the right direction: 


Take only the high-school courses you need for entrance into NAIT, college, 
sciences, and introductory computer training. Daytime classes over a 12 week semester. January 5 - April 23,2004, 


For details, see the Continuing Education Fall/Winter 
calendar or call 471.8488 or 471.7719 


Get a January 
jump-start, 


by upgrading now! 


Pre-Computer Systems Technology (CST) J 
Get the technical skills needed to enter NAIT's CST diploma program. Evening classes over 14 weeks, January 12 -April 16, 2004. 


Pre-Technology - Accelerated- full-time days, starting January 6 for 17 weeks. 
Pre-Engineering - full-time days, starting May 3 for 12 weeks. 


or university. Choose from math, English, 


Bring on the future tSR2P2ES. ‘ 
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Earn entrance qualifications for any of NAIT's Business diploma programs over a 12-week period, daytime classes. January 
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WINTER SEMESTER 
January to April 2004 


ARTH 102 
BIOCH 205 
CDV 302 
CDV 303 


CMPT 112 


CMPT 226 
DRA 352* 
EDFD 341 
EDPS 200 


Survey of Western Art " ~ 
Biochemistry 

The Nature of Work : es 
Group Approaches to Career 


Introduction to C++ : 
Fundamentals of Public Speaking 


Concepts of Childhood in History 


Educational Psychology for, 
Teaching 

English Literary Forms - 
American Fiction to 1900 
acetal of Children's Literature 
in 

Beginners’ French II 

Canadian History 1867 - Present 
History of Technological Change 
from Earliest Times to End of 
First Industrial Age (c. 1850) 
Public History 

Elementary Calculus |! 

Principles of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry 

individual and Social Behaviour 
Statistical Methods for 
Psychological Research 

Studies in the Pauline Literature 
Sociological Concepts and 
Perspectives 


Social Problems 

Social Organization 

Criminal Justice Administration 
in Canada 

Essay Writing (Non-fiction) 


BACHELOR OF MANAGEMENT 


(780) 413-7639 stolen pecinaetna ratte the thle seh 
 #Explore career ; 


possibilities | 
Open up with s Bachelor Pt, 
Management.’ 


full-time intake In and September 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH oarer pogroo) 
(780) 413-7812 www.envirohealth.concordie.sb.ca 


"Quality professionals are needed to 
meet the challenges in public heaith 
protection.” 


sciences provides 9 solid background for studies in environmental 
health. One of four in Canada, this program is: 


* 2 Diend of academic learning and appfied health courses 

» 3 terms plus 12-week field experience In 48 months 

* fully accredited by the Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors 
Adele Darin ecard id aerial or jt 


You belong in business ans chances 


are the Business Division at Grant MacEwan College 


You 
belong 


has the course offering that will get you there. 


We are holding free information sessions with everything 


you need to know to make a decision on your future 


sells 


education. Come check us out! 


Human Resources Management Program 
Tuesday, December 2, 5 pm, Room 5-158 
For details call 780.497.5384 


Management Studies Program 
Our Management Studies session includes information on: 
© Accelerated, part-time and full-time study 
e Insurance & Risk Management 
e Golf Operations Management 
© Professional Golf Management 
e Aviation Management. 


Wednesday, December 3, 5 pm, Room 5-323 
For details call 780.497.5241 


www.business.macewan.ca 


BY GENE KosoOWAN 


Changing market conditions have created 
more opportunities in supply chain manage- 
ment, a profession that is critical in deliver- 
ing the goods in a more globalized economy. 

"Supply chain management is an inter- 
esting career with a lot of marketability 
and employment opportunities," says 
Mark Arnison, Program Chair of the Bach- 
elor of Applied International Business and 


Supply Chain Management program at 
Grant MacEwan College. 

Roughly 95,000 jobs in Alberta are 
related to supply chain management, which 
focuses on the movement of goods and ser- 
vices within a global network of business 
partners, from raw materials to finished 
products. Fifteen per cent of Alberta work- 
ers in the profession occupy managerial 
positions in such disciplines as purchasing, 
traffic, transport and logistics, operations 
management, materials management, e- 
business applications and consulting. 

The four-year program offered by 
Grant MacEwan College is geared towards 
students landing jobs in the management 
end of the business. 

Besides the prospects of working in 
Alberta, many graduates have found reward- 
ing jobs in the U.S., China, Japan and 
Europe. But regardless of where the work is, 
a tighter and more unpredictable economy 
has forced companies to integrate their 
strategies with suppliers and seek more effi- 
cient ways to shift resources between busi- 
ness partners. As a result, employers are 
looking for workers with enough savvy to 
meet these new conditions in the workplace. 

"Because of the nature of the profes- 
sion, there is more of a demand for people 
with a strategic focus.and a big-picture 
perspective," says Arnison. 

"The bulk of the workforce in this area 
is also graying, making it more important 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Link up to a future in 
supply chain management 


for companies to get new people in.” 

Students who enroll in the program get 
first-rate instruction in such areas as eco- 
nomics, marketing, accounting, computing 
and business law. They are also introduced 
to principles related to supply chain man- 
agement such as Canadian and internation- 
al business, inventory, physical distribution 
and logistics, operations, procurement and 
leading-edge information technology. 

But where students really enjoy an 
edge in their education is in the directed 
field studies program, offered in the final 
year of study. The practicum allows stu- 
dents to become employed in a work envi- 
ronment for one year to apply their 
learning-first hand. 

"Our students really find that valu- 
able,” says Arnison. "That's what separates 
us from other Bachelors degree programs. 
In the fourth year students use the work- 
place as a learning lab. With the guidance 
of an academic advisor, they're able to 
work out the difference between theory 
and practice. This makes for a smoother 
transition into the job market." 

Arnison also states that the level of 
education offered results in a highly trans- 
portable set of skills. 

"People can move up or into disciplines 
like consulting, marketing and finance," he 
says. "There are several great jobs that are 
interesting to do in an area where the 
demand for workers is increasing." 

Those interested in exploring career 
options offered by a bachelor’s degree in 
Applied International Business and Sup- 
ply Chain Management are invited to 
attend a free information seminar Dec. 1 
at 5 p.m. in Room S-152 of the Grant 
MacEwan College City Centre Campus 
(10700-104 Avenue). 

For more information, visit the program’s 
website at www.business.macewan.ca/scm 
or call (780) 497-5106. 


This Applied Degree 
Really Delivers 
the Goods 


This four-year applied degree includes 
one year of local or international paid work 
experience where students utilize their 
extensive training in IT and today’s leading 
distribution management software. 


This market is HOT... explore your 

career options by attending our free 
information session: 

Monday, December 1, 5 pm, Room 5-152 
Grant MacEwan College City Centre Campus, 
10700 — 104 Avenue. 


Bachelor of Applied 
International Business 
and Supply Chain 
Management 


For details visit our website at: 
www.business.macewan.ca/scm, 
or call 780.497.5106. 


START IN JANUARY! 
Your first step to a career in less than a year! 


Become a Computer Office Support 
Specialist 


Looking for practical skills to help you land an office job? 
Need to upgrade your skills for a better position? : 
Re-entering the workforce? 


Get the office skills employers are looking for in only 8 months! This full-time program 
begins with five months of classroom study which includes training in Microsoft Office 
2002, basic accounting, and business communication skills. Complete the program with 
up to 12 weeks of work experience where you'll get a chance to apply your skills in a real 
office environment. 

* 90% of graduates get jobs 

* No high school diploma required 

° Financial assistance may be available (including El and Social Assistance clients) 


gas Grant 


Mi se 


All classes are located at: 
MacEwan's Alberta College Campus 
10050 MacDonald Drive 
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Who need black 
diamond runs right 
away? 


By HART GOLBECK 


are still getting ready for their 
pening weekends, Edmonton’s 
Snow Valley, located just off the 
Whitemud Freeway, has been operat- 


Pusssit most mountain resorts 


—— Suman 
YF Darcie yy 


2004 2.5X FORESTER 


— 


+ Symmetrical ful-fime AWD + 25. SOHC, 4cylnder* 16Shp © 5 speed manual transmission 
(standard) # ABS « Dual abags (rot & side) *Fat folding rear seat (60/40 spt)» Heated front seats 
-way adjustable driver's seat * AMVFM weather band CD « And much more 


ing for a couple of weeks already. Last 
Sunday and again on Monday (while 
still recovering from the Heritage 
Classic), I dropped by the hill. Like 
the temperature, crowds were moder- 
ate as boarders and skiers carved their 
way down the slopes blanketed by a 
solid 50-centimetre base. 

Snow Valley is a unique urban ski 
hill because it has not only the usual 
rope tow and T-bar but a chairlift as 
well. For beginners, there’s a “magic 
carpet” on the bunny hill—a fantastic 


2004 IMPREZA 2.5 TS SPORT WAGON 


* Symmetrical full-time AWD * 2.5L SOHC 4-cylinder * 165hp * 5 speed manual 
transmission (standard, EAT optional) * ABS * Dual front airbags * Active front seat head 
restraints © Keyless entry ¢ Cruise control + Air Conditioning * AM/FM/CD * Embroidered 

floor mats ¢ Flat folding rear seats (60/40 split} * Roof rail * And much more 
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learning tool because of the way it 
lets beginners spend their time learn- 
ing how to turn and stop rather than 
worrying about getting yanked out of 
their boots by the cruel rope tow. Far- 
ther up the slopes during my visit, 
the snow crew was busy setting up 
the basic necessities of a terrain park, 
including a jump, rail and tabletop. 
Helmets are mandatory in the park 
and the ski patrol suggests a high- 
quality, well-fitting brain bucket 
because a number of guys have been 
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SnOWZone 
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Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski 


sul caress 


SNOWBOARDS... 


knocking themselves silly attempt- 
ing stunts slightly out of their reach. 
The rest of the slopes, however, are 
relatively gentle pitches great for 
practising your turns—and you can 
even let loose and lay down some 
high-speed carving action as well. 
(There are no black diamond or dou- 
ble black diamond runs here, 
though; those are the exclusive 
domain of the mountains.) 

The best deal going at Snow Val- 
ley is in the evenings. From 7 to 9:30 
p-m. on weeknights and starting at S 
p-m. on Fridays, lift tickets cost $7. If 
you don’t have your own gear, you 
can rent it for an additional $7 for 
ski stuff, or $14 if you're going to try 
boarding. It's not the Rockies, but 
for less than $21 you can get in a lot 
of turns. Compare that to how much 
it costs to take in a movie nowadays; 
it’s a great value alternative and a 
good workout as well. 


SNOW VALLEY ALSO FEATURES a 
ski and snowboard shop, which is 
where Tim Borque runs the show. 
Not only is Borque an experienced 
ski and snowboard technician, but 
he also has all the high-tech toys to 
complement his skills. The sparks fly 
as he passes another board through 
the Wintersteiger base grinder, restor- 
ing it to pristine condition. He's a 


eae 


rai 


iH 


U 9404-34 AVE 989-0700 


| med ot Li] = os 0 


good person to talk to about ski con- 
ditions as well, because when cus- 
tomers come in with delaminated or 
cracked bases, they usually bring sto- 
ties of serious rocky experiences 
along with them. Because of all the 
school groups that show up through- 
out the week, Borque keeps a good 
selection of skis and boards on hand. 

Although not open yet, another 
attraction at Snow Valley is the Sun- 
day night tubing park. This is not an 
activity for someone with a bad 
back, but for the young, fit and 
hardy it’s an exciting night out. The 
lift-assisted park will open on 
December 21 and for $15 you get all 
the rides you can handle from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. The tubes hook right up to 
the side of the chair for the ride 
up—and all you have to do is hang 
on tight for the ride down. For now 
they have just single-person tubes. 
I’ve seen group tubes in Warren 
Miller films, but those have yet to 
make an appearance here. 

If you haven’t been here for a 
couple of years, you'll also be 
impressed by the new lodge. A great 
place to kick back and relax by the 
fireplace is certainly a refreshing 
change from their old trailer-trash 
unit, whose walls were permanently 
permeated with the smell of wet 
wool, sweat and wax, © 


GET-INTO-SUBARU ALL-WHEEL DRIVE-TODAY! 


2004 OUTBACK ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


Symmetrical full-time AWD + 3.0L DOHC, 6-cylinder * 212hp * 4 speed automatic transmission 
(standard) * ABS * Heavy-duty raised suspension * Dual front airbags * Cruise control « Air Conditioning 
* Fog lights Roof rack systems * 16" aluminum alloy wheels * AM/FM weather band CD « 6-way power 
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TBACK 


= 


DRIVEN BY WHAT'S INSIDE~ 


WUEWEEKLY PE NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 3, 2003 


ACESETTER 


Ski & SNOWBOARDS 


10054-167 Street 


483-2005 


#1 Resort in North America for Powder 


SKIING Magazine 


Free Skiing & Snowboarding 


Powder Pass $49.99 getore pec 24 


1st & 4th Day Free 909% off all other days 


Receive a Rocky Mountain Savings Guide 
coupon book with purchase 


Available at Pacesetters & Sundance Ski & Snowboard 


e Highest Vertical in the 
Canadian Rockies (4133 Ft) 

e 96 runs on 2750 acres 

e Canada's most elevated 
dining experience 
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KICKING 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 


Golden, Britith Columbia 


F, "  4-866-SKI-KICK 
2 www.kickinghorseresort.com 


There’s no biz 
like snow biz 


Bad ski movies—are there any 
other kind? —to get you 
geared up for the slopes 


By AMBER BOWERMAN 


come fast enough for some. Luckily there’s an abun- _ 

dance of cheesy flicks to satisfy would-be ski studs 
and bunnies as winter makes its final approach. Most include gratuitous nudi- 
ty; all are chock-full of goofy plot devices and unbeliev- 
able stunts that could only happen when Hollywood 
hits the slopes. Here, in no particular order, are five 
nuggets to help you get fired up for another winter. 


{FILM 


Ski School/Ski School 2 (1991/1995) 

Canadians can be proud to have contributed the 
backdrop to the classic tale of hilltop hijinks. The Ski 
School franchise was filmed on location at B.C.’s Whistler Mountain, where 


the flick’s philosophy—“We party here, we party big, we a 


S: season is peeking around the corner but it can’t 


party now”—is alive and well. In the original Ski School, | 
rival ski instructors Dave (good guy) and Reid (bad guy) Fr 
compete for glory and girls but still find time to get suf- , 
ficiently wasted and perform reckless stunts that make 
the chicks swoon. In the sequel, Dave's at it again, try- 
ing to outdo his studly rival who’s stolen the heart of | 
bodacious babe Beth. Despite the “school” misnomer, | 
these flicks have no educational value whatsoever— 
unless, perhaps, you want to learn to ski topless. 


Downhill Racer (1969) 

Robert Redford stars as David Chappellet, a cold, narcissistic skier who 
dreams of Olympic gold. His coach (Gene Hackman) 
tries to make a team player out of him by berating him 
with such wacky pearls of wisdom as “There is no C-H- 
A-P-P-E-L-L-E-T in TEAM!” Downhill Racer offers few 
plot twists—cocky athlete looking for win finds... wait 
for it... himself instead—but the innovative skier’s-eye- 
view photography and burgeoning superstars make for 
a fun ride. 


Hot Dog: The Movie (1984) 

On his way to an international ski competition in 
California, Harkin Banks, a naive Idaho farm boy, hooks 
up with Sunny, a ditzy hitchhiker. It’s all—pardon the pun—downhill from 
there. Harkin and Sunny hook up with veteran skier 
Dan O'Callahan and his pack of misfits. Their adversary, 
Rudi Garmisch, takes a particular dislike to poor Harkin 
and misadventure ensues. Fear not—even while battling 
the cocky Rudi, Harkin and his new buddy Dan find 
time to engage in casual sex with various ski bunnies in 
saunas, hot tubs and steamrooms. Heartwarming. 


Aspen Extreme (1993) " 

Alberta’s own Paul Gross stars as T.J. Burke, a hand- 
some young thing who leaves his home in Detroit to— 
you guessed it—become a ski instructor in Aspen. While 
TJ. enjoys instant popularity and romance, his chum Dexter has a hard time 
fitting in. Can you say moral dilemma? TJ. is simultane- 
ously pulled in three directions: he has to watch out for 
downhearted Dexter while a rich businesswoman and a 
beautiful blonde vie for his attention. 


Ski Troop Attack (1959) 

A heroic American ski patrol careens across the Ger- 
man border on a mission to blow up an important ) 
bridge during the Second World War. A stern old 


SEE PAGE 22 | 
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By HART GOLBECK 


Can I give you a lift? 


The first overhead T-bar was invented in 
1936. The chairlift was invented the same 
year and was installed at the Sun Valley 
Resort in Idaho. Although it appeared on 
the scene at the same time, the much 
cheaper T-bar installations greatly out- 
numbered chairs. Back then, two-hour lift 
lines were the norm and skiers considered 
thernselves lucky to find lineups shorter 
than 30 minutes. Hanging onto the bar 
was critical because if you fell off once or 
twice, your day was done. Lake Louise 
installed their first lift in 1954 and Marmot 
Basin followed by installing a rope tow in 
1961. | remember lift lines-in the early 
‘80s lasting up to 45 minutes, but with 
invention of the high-speed quad, 10 
minutes is considered a long wait today. 


Extreme dreams 


lf you've ever contemplated producing 
an extreme skiing or boarding film, 
here’s what you've been waiting for. 
Award-winning adventure filmmaker 


Peter “Peru” Chrzanowski is hosting an 
extreme film course at Fernie Alpine 
Resort from December 8 to 14. It’s an 
intensive week that'll cover all aspects of 
the industry from the early planning 
stages to marketing your product. The 
all-inclusive course costs $2,300; all you 
need to bring is your ski/boarding gear, a 
digital video camera and a fit body ready 
to do some hiking as you tackle some of 
their adventurous terrain. For more infor- 
mation, go to www.explorex.net or call 
Fernie’s public relations director Melody 
Kultgen at (250) 423-2442. 


Fill your Cup 


World Cup racing starts on Saturday, 
November 29 at Lake Louise. First out of 
the gate will be the men as they tackle 
the speedy downhill, followed by the 
Super-G on Sunday. The following week- 
end the women arrive to compete in 
two downhill races as well as the Super- 
G. For those of you who cannot make it, 
have no fear: Snow Zone’s Colin Cathrea 
will be slopeside and should return with 
some interesting stories. 


The Inn crowd 


The Inn at Sunshine Village is offering a 
great early season ski deal. For $130 you 
get two days of lifts as well as a night in 
one of their slopeside rooms. Staying up 
there this time of year is fantastic 
because temperatures are still mild, 
there are no crowds, it snows every 
night and you’re guaranteed fresh tracks 
in the morning. © 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


Ski, rabbit, ski 


| used to follow my coach wherever he 
went. It was a game called Jackrabbit—| 
have no idea why—and it went like this: 
follow the guy in front of you come hell 
or highwater. Skiing this way can be a 
little dangerous, but it adds a dimension 
to your training that you won't forget. 
You can do this lesson on almost any 
hill, but stay off the extreme steeps, 


because falling on your buddy’s head is 


Not part of the plan. Pick adventurous 
routes that include jumps, terrain parks, 
trees and trails. This follow-the-leader 
game helps you develop some very inter- 
esting techniques—you'll notice, for 
instance that you might find yourself 
bravely entering terrain you would nor- 
mally avoid. Now, obviously, your coach 
is Not going to take a beginner over a 20- 
foot cliff (that is, unless he has some devi- 
Ous ulterior motives). And you do need to 
trust your Jackrabbit buddy. If you do, 
you'll find that you becomé more agile as 
you keep your eyes trained on the guy in 
front of you, the terrain and the obstacles 
and hazards in your way. 
Sometimes we tend to overthink 
things and wind up screwing up our 


technique more than we help it. | 
remember trying to teach some kids 
about changing edges, but after a 
lengthy description the glazed looks on 
their faces told me it wasn’t working. So | 
grabbed a beachball from the daycare 
and rolled it down the hill. | told the kids 
to chase it and play soccer. The next 
thing they knew, they were changing 
edges back and forth again and again 
without even thinking about it. So find 
someone with a nice ass and follow them. 
It makes it that much more enjoyable. © 


EASY RIDER - SNOW 


4211-106 STREET, EDMONTON, 780-413-4554 WWW.THEEASYRIDER.COM _ 


area pass 
or 
ski rental 


| every friday starting at 5 pm 
et 119 st off whitemud dr. 


<—_ www.snowvalley.ab.ca 
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Local Bee 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, 40% of runs in operation 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 0 cm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 
Castle Mt. - Opening Nov 29, base 50cm, 30cm of new snow 
C.O.P - Opening TBA, base 80cm 
Fortress - Opening Dec 12, 75-100cm base 
Lake Louise - 74-115cm base, 71cm of new snow, all lifts open 
Marmot Basin - Opening Dec 4, 35cm base 
Mt. Norquay - Opening Dec.12, snowmaking in full operation 
Nakiska - Opening Dec 5, 45cm of new snow 
Sunshine - 93cm base, 84cm of new snow, 65 runs open 


B.C. 


| Apex - Opening Nov 27, 144cm base, 20cm of new snow 
| | Big White - Opening Nov 22, 106cm base, 20cm of new snow 

Chrystal Mt - Open Sat & Sun, 86cm base, 1/3 lifts open 

Fernie - Opening Nov 28, 81cm base, 71cm of new snow 

Fairmont - Opening TBA 

Kicking Horse - Opening Dec 12, 95cm base, 12 cm of new snow 
Kimberley - Opening Dec 18, 64cm of new snow 

Mt Washington - Opening Dec 6 

Panorama - Opening Dec 12, 72cm of new snow, 68cm base 

Powder King - Opening Dec 18 

Powder Springs - Opening mid-December 

Red Mountain - Opening Dec 13, 15cm of new snow, 73cm base 

Silver Star - Opening Nov 22, 15cm of new snow, 99cm base 

Sun Peaks - 13cm of new snow, 83cm base, 8/9 lifts open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 18cm of new snow, 92cm base, 30/200 trails open 
Whitewater - Opening Dec 6, 15cm of new snow, 90cm base 


U.S.A. 


Big Mt - Opening Nov 27, 15cm of new snow, 76cm base 
Big Sky - 35cm base, 5 inches of new snow 

49 Degrees - 26cm base, 22cm of new snow 

Great Divide Ski Area - 76cm base, 20cm of new snow 
Lookout Pass - 91cm base, 45cm of new snow 

Mt Spokane - 60cm base, 27cm of new snow 

Schweitzer Mt - 78cm base, 20cm of new snow 

Silver Mt- 68cm base, 40cm of new snow, 5 lifts open 
Sun Valley - 68cm base, 2cm of new snow, 5/20 lifts open 


pation Report 


See ee es . 


All conditions accurate as of Nov 26, 2003 
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|ALBERTA'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
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ASYRIBE Edmonton, Alberta 


SNOWBOARDS www. TheEasyRider.com 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS SPACE 
EVERY WEEK FOR PEANUTS!!° 
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SwOW Zone 
Edmonton Ski Club 
and Sunridge 


Locals hills offer 
spills and thrills 


By COLIN CATHREA 


ton Ski Club. | remember the old 

jump—yes, there used to be a jump— 
that crossed over 
Conners Road. 
When the wind 
blew, you could feel 
it sway. They tore it down before any- 
one killed themselves (I think) and 
then landscaped the landing to a safer 
pitch. We also used to build killer 
jumps at the top of the old landing hill 
using hay bales. Ambulance drivers 
knew how to get to the hill quickly. 

Obviously, I have a ton of fond 
memories of the ESC. My ski racing 
career began there and I can’t count the 
number of broken skis I’ve tossed into 
the garbage behind the chalet. After 
school, I'd jump on the bus and head 
down to the lock- , 
ers, where my 
equipment was 
stored. It took j 
some time to warm 
up my rubber lace- 
up boots and 
clamp them into 
the bear-trap bind- 
ings on my old 
skis, but soon I’d be 
blasting down runs 
like Twin Birch, Luckies and Tunnel. 

On busy days, when someone 
would crash going up the rope tow, 
it was just like a traffic jam on the 
Yellowhead. Some guys would just 
hang on and ski right over the poor 
suckers lying on the snow. There 


fice sii grew up at the Edmon- 
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were also a few broken legs at the 
annual “Slush Cup.” 

These days, the ESC is a great 
place for someone on a limited bud- 
get. Eleven bucks buys you a full day 
of skiing and an entire family can 
slide for $300 a season. The T-bar is 
usually the only place you might find 
a lift-line, so staying on the ropes is a 
good idea. The ski 
school is quite 
good as well, and 
with the addition 
of a “magic carpet” to shuttle the 
rankest beginner up the bunny hill 
it's a great place for first-timers. There 
are usually free beginner lessons on 
Sundays. The ESC is scheduled to 
open on Saturday, November 29. 


LOCATED ON THE EAST END of town 
is the newest of the local hills, Sun- 
ridge. After a few minor name 
changes and some growing pains, it’s 
developed into a decent place to ski 
and snowboard. They also have had 
incredible success 
with their tube 
run. The only 
exclusive snow- 
tubing park in the 
* Edmonton area is 
at Sunridge and 
it’s expected to 
open by Decem- 
, ber 6. (It even has 
= a dedicated tub- 
ing lift, so you 
don’t have to walk up the hill.) 
Sunridge, which is already open for 
skiing and boarding, also has a begin- 
ner hill, a budding terrain park and a 
chalet. It’s located four blocks south of 
the Yellowhead Trail on 17 Street, just 
across the river from Rundle Park. © 


Ski flicks 


Continued from page 20 


sergeant, a rugged lieutenant and a 
lovely but lethal German lass guide 
you through this campy low-budget 
adventure that’s harder to find in 
video stores than a ski movie with- 
out nudity. 


Also worth a watch: 

¢ Avalanche Alley (2004): In 
this straight-to-video flick starring Ed 
Marinaro and Nick Mancuso, the 
owner of a struggling ski resort has 
to disarm seven bombs in two hours 
to save his lodge from destruction... 
and he has to look cool on a snow- 
board while doing it. 

° Better Off Dead (1985): 
After his girlfriend declares, “It’d 
be in my best interest if I dated 
somebody more popular” and 
hooks up with a handsome skier, 
Lane Myer (John Cusack) goes 
head-to-head with his adversary on 
the slopes. It does not get any bet- 
ter than this. 0 


VUEWEEKLY 2 NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 3, 2003 


By RICK OVERWATER 


The Cup is half full 


While most of us were enjoying the 
waning days of summer with our boards 
collecting dust in the basement, many of 
Canada’s best snowboarders were 
already hard at work. A new training 
program was launched this past sum- 
mer, allowing riders to polish their skills 
on the Farnham Glacier neaf British 
Columbia’s Panorama Village. And 
already the program, which is run by the 


ly a whole second ahead of the pack. 
Anderson is currently ranked at number 
two by the Fédération Internationale de 
Ski. Of his three teammates—jerome 
Sylvestre, Francis Boivin and Philippe 
Berube—only Sylvestre is in the top 35. 

Meanwhile, Calgary’s Aimee Newton, 
the reigning Canadian alpine champion, 
has been making a dent in the World Cup 
circuit as well, working her way up to sev- 
enth place in Chile. Overall, Newton and 
her teammate Alexa Loo of Richmond, 
B.C. continue to produce middle-of-the- 
pack finishes. Newton and Loo are ranked 


Nielson’s results are especially encouraging, 


considering that he’s known as an alpine rider and 


this was his first-ever World Cup as a halfpipe rider 


Calgary Olympic Development Associa- 
tion, seems to be having positive effects. 

Alpine specialist Jasey Jay Anderson 
started this World Cup season in form, 
capturing a third-place finish in PGS at 
the first World Cup event in Valle Neva- 
do, Chile back in September. In Octo- 
ber, he went on to snag another third 
in Solden, Austria and also boasted the 
fastest two-run qualification time, near- 


meteor coach 
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several departures daily 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
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Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 


24 and 32 in the world respectively. 
Halfpipes hopes are still alive for 
Canada, with Whistler’s Crispin Liscomb 
taking seventh at Chile's season opener, 
displaying his excellent bag of tricks that 
include 900s and 720s. Considering the 
staggering roster of intemational talent in 
the halfpipe category, Canada’s other 
halfpipe hopefuls also fared well in Chile. 
Justin Lamoureaux narrowly missed the 
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Ask about our 
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finals, landing in 12th place while team- 
mates Dan Raymond, David Schettini and 
Drew Nielson took 14th, 15th-and 16th 
respectively. Nielson‘s results are especial- 
ly encouraging, considering that he’s 
known as an alpine rider and this was his 
first-ever World Cup as a halfpipe rider. 
With the exception of Anderson, 
who has another shot at Olympic gold 
despite a disappointing showing at the 
last Olympics, it may be a little prema- 


DOWNHILL RIDERS - SNOW SAFARI PACKAGE 
includes return motorcoach transportation, lodging in the Pineinn 


ture to daydream about Olympic 
medals for Canada. But the Canadian 
team, with-four halfpipe riders ranked in 
the World Cup top 20, is in a good posi- 
tion to build and Canadian coaches 
credit much of that to the new summer 
training facility at the Farnham Glacier. 
But when it comes to innovation, the 
rest of the world isn’t sitting still either. 
In October, the Canadian team com- 
peted in the world’ s first indoor World 


Cup in Landgraaf, Netherlands. Similar to 
a hockey arena, the new facility is built 
on a hill and has a six-person chairlift. 
The snow is made with the regular snow 
guns you see at your local hills and the 
temperature is regulated to suit competi- 
tors’ needs. “It was like you were in the 
fridge grabbing some milk, but it was a 
World Cup race,” said Sylvestre, who 
posted his best qualifying time of the 
season. “It was pretty cool.” © 
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jake langley 
(spe om évent $4 cover) 


nov 28 dan-skakun 
nov 29 absinthe groove 
dec 04 john goodwell trio 
dec 05 « 06 dino dominelli 


GINSENG. 


RESTAURANT 


Daily 5:00 pm 10:00 pm 
M-F 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Weekend Reservations Recommended 


nov 27 


9261-34 Avenue 
450-3330 


EDMONTONS MOST. UNIQUE 4 
KOREAN CUISINES © 
ee NRENTOGHES CrrEneD. 


¢ EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET ¢ 
EVERYDAY 5-10 PM / $17.95 


Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ — $10 to $20 
$$$ —$20 to $30 
$$$$ — $30 and up 


BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. » 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) » 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in the 
background makes me feel as though 
I’ve been suddenly transported to the 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to 
describe the dining area, a compact sec- 
tion featuring artistic depictions of fish 
and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. Then it 
hits me: "rustic oceanic atmosphere." 
(Okay, so that’s what it says on the 


menu. So sue me.) Speaking of menus, , 


I'm loving the Lighthouse’s lunch edi- 
tion. The level of sophistication is greater 
than I’d anticipated, what with the red 
Peruvian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. 
And the dinner menu is even more in- 
depth, featuring a list of stuff that makes 
my mouth water—paella, Hawaiian big- 
eye tuna, bouillabaisse and California 
striped bass with a mandarin fennel 
glaze. Very nice. And the wine list seems 
reasonably priced, too— see a bottle of 
Australian Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is 
$23 and | know the same bottle will run 
you about $14 or so in the liquor store, 
so Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie 
that | am, | start off with a small bowl of 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mix- 
ture is described as having been pre- 
pared in the traditional French style, with 
cognac, cream and rich lobster broth. 
Topped with some finely chopped fresh 
parsley, it’s incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, 
but it doesn’t weigh me down at all, 
which is good because | have a pickerel 
fillet on the way. (Note: you can get a 
bigger portion of the bisque as a meal. | 
saw one come out of the kitchen. Huge.) 
"That's a good choice," the server tells 


me as | order the fish, prepared in a tan- 
gerine butter and served with green 
apple relish. The large, colourful plate 
features the northern Alberta pickerel, a 
side of rice and a medley of vegetables. 
Not just your cheap, run-of-the-mill veg- 
gies, either, but a mix of red pepper, 
snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, broc- 
coli, carrots and squash. The pickerel is 
good and tender, the white meat flaking 
apart as you gently prod it with the fork. 
I’m missing something, though. And 
unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me 
until later that there was no green apple 
relish on the side. Damn. It would’ve 
tasted great with the pickerel... which is 
probably why it appears on the menu in 
the first place, right? Still, | douse the fish 
with some lemon and it’s just fine. Aver- 
age Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) 


THE BLUE NILE ETHIOPIAN CUISINE 
10875-98 St ¢ 428-5139 

As | walk up to the front door of the Blue 
Nile, | feel like I’m entering someone’s 
home. Colourful flowers line the walk- 
way and the tiny patio out front is like 
the stoop of a house. Blue Nile’s menu 
has just 10 items (none of them costing 
more than over $10) so it’s easy to make 
a decision and feel good about it. | con- 
sider the doro wat, a traditional Ethiopi- 
an chicken stew, and the ritfo, very rare 
chopped beef with spiced butter, mitmi- 
ta (a special red pepper sauce) and 
homemade cottage cheese, but the 
combo platter makes the most sense 
since it offers a wide assortment of dishes 
to explore. There's a beef dish (named 
either kay wat or alicha wat, and I’m 
afraid I’m not sure which), shiro wat (a 
ground pea mash with onions, tomatoes 
and green peppers), tikel gomen (cab- 
bage, potato and carrots simmered in a 
mild sauce with ginger, garlic, onion and 
green pepper), yeabesha gomen 
(steamed spinach) and a small portion of 
the Blue Nile house salad. We also 
ordered some ye bag wat, lamb braised 
in the common red pepper sauce. Every- 
thing is placed in a mesob, a large 
woven basket that partitions all the items 
into small servings. The bottom of the 
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PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


mesob is lined with injera and the food is 
carefully placed atop it. Our server brings 
the lamb out in a separate bowl and 
spoons it into the centre of the basket, 
creating a layout that resembles an 
artist’s palette. Just as colourful, too. The 
ye bag wat is especially tasty, with a fiery 
kick that doesn’t overpower. We also 
really like the ground pea, which looks 
like a glob of yellow humus, and the 
steamed spinach, which reminds me of 
how my mother would cook greens like 
Swiss chard—it’s bitter but very tender 
and nicely complemented by the pieces 
of injera. Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 
09/25/03) 


LEMONGRASS CAFE 

10417-51 Ave * 413-0088 

| was driving around aimlessly for a 
good hour, spotting nothing but 
"CLOSED" signs, before pulling up to 
the Lemongrass Café, a tasteful little 
Vietnamese place. Thankfully, it was 
open—the better half in the passenger 
seat gets awful grumpy when she’s real 
hungry. We were seated in a deuce up 
against the camel-coloured walls and 
dove right into the menus. | considered 
choosing something from the interest- 
ing drink menu, be it a green tea-laced 
martini or a Nhau vo sake Caesar but we 
didn’t have the time. Need food—now. 
Kate and | figured we,d pick one main 
dish each, while | made the executive 
decision to start with some spicy kim- 
chee and a special Southwestern Viet- 
namese noodle soup. Our capable 
waiter laid down the dishes—a plate of 
lemon chicken and a neat-looking vege- 
tarian option, tofu with mango and 
apple in a spicy red curry. Oh, and some 
perfectly cooked fluffy rice. The crispy 
pieces of chicken were topped with a 
sweet, lemony glaze. Nothing fancy, but 
it sure hit the spot. And | really loved the 
vegetarian dish. The tofu still had some 
texture to it despite swimming in the 
lovely, rich curry. It included a few differ- 
ent types of apple chunks, though | did- 
n't find much mango in it—just a little 
bite every now and then. I’m assuming 
the sweetness of the fruit was designed 
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Quaint Bernard 


Alberta’s favourite 
chocolatier sweetens 


the Big Apple 


By NEIL PARMAR 


New York City—Dressed in a white 
uniform randomly splattered with 
chocolate stains, Bernard Callebaut 
carefully prepares bite-sized treats at 
New York City’s sprawling sixth 
annual chocolate show. He looks like 
a modern-day Willy Wonka, only 
less eccentric with his experimenta- 
tion, as he drizzles white chocolate 
over rum-filled buttercream pralines 
and sprinkles coconut shavings onto 
soft chocolates with caramel centres. 
He later resumes his favourite activi- 
ty: squeezing what looked like an 
icing bag until he slowly drowns a 
bright green pistachio in a pool of 
semisweet milk chocolate. 

From November 13 to 16, , 
Canada’s most famous choco- 
latier melted, mixed and 
molded a luscious array of 
chocolate flavours for more 
than 25,000 people. “I try not & 
to have one favourite choco- 
late because I would be auto- 
matically drawn to its flavour 
every time I tried to invent a 
new product,” Callebaut says. 
His booth, named after his 
company, Chocolates by 
Bernard Callebaut, sitsin & 
Manhattan’s Metropolitan &%& 
Pavilion near the intersection 
of Flavors Drive and Bitter- 
sweet Chocolate Boulevard. It’s as 
good a location as any, considering 
that once again he’s the only Cana- 
dian present. 

Last year, Callebaut was also the 
lone Canuck picked to prepare a 
plethora of pralines for more than 
100,000 visitors at the Salon du 
Chocolate in Paris. So far he’s the only 
Canadian who's been asked to attend 
next year’s Chocolate Show in Tokyo. 
Still, the international chocolate com- 
munity has taken its time warming up 
to Callebaut’s confections. “People in 
Europe often see my chocolate and 
the Canadian flag nearby and they 
begin to laugh or question its quali- 
ty,” says Callebaut, adding that the 
“French often turn their nose up to 
me when I offer them some. But once 
the chocolate touches their tongue 
and it begins to dissolve, they warm 
up to the idea that North Americans 
can actually prepare gourmet foods.” 


CALLEBAUT HAS WON many acco- 
lades since opening his Calgary-based 
company in 1983. But his most 
notable accomplishment to date was 
receiving an invitation to the Interna- 
tional Chocolate Festival in France in 
1996, a nod from an organization 
that normally only deals with master 
chocolatiers from Europe. Callebaut 
won three major awards that year, 
then walked away with the festival’s 
prestigious top prize in 1998 before 
being inducted into the coveted 
International Order of French Gas- 


tronomy by the French government. 


Born and raised in Belgium, Calle- 


baut comes from a long line of choco- 
latiers. “Chocolate is in my blood!” he 
laughs. For 69 years his family owned 
and operated the Callebaut Chocolate 
Factory. It was literally right next door 
to where Callebaut grew up, produc- 
ing millions of pounds of chocolate 
until Suchard Toblerone bought the 
company after the death of Calle- 
baut’s father and uncle in 1980. Calle- 
baut says the change in ownership 
gave him the opportunity to chal- 
lenge himself by becoming the first 
artisan in his family to create individ- 
ual handmade confections for the 


purpose of “educating North Ameri- 
cans about the luxury of chocolate.” 
After scouring much of Canada 
for a suitable location to set up shop, 
Callebaut eventually settled on Cal- 
gary because of its dry weather and 


business-oriented government. He 
notes that his internationally 
flavoured chocolates are partly 
inspired by the Canadian concept of 
multiculturalism—his ginger is 
imported from Australia, hazelnuts 
from Turkey, almonds from Califor- 
nia, walnuts from France and marzi- 
pan from Belgium. Alberta provides 
all the dairy products, from the 
freshest of whipping creams to the 


downtown 


sweetest of butters. 

“I'm like a chef in a kitchen!” 
Callebaut says. “I love to create—and | 
love to eat my creations—but you 
need to make sure you have a fine bal- 
ance of ingredients with everything 
that goes onto your plate. Or, in this 
case, your chocolate box.” Ingredients 
for all of his chocolates come au 
naturel with no vegetable oils or artifi- 
cial additives designed to extend shelf 
life. Instead, Callebaut ensures each of 
his “dealerships” (the company isn’t a 
franchise) carefully maintains temper- 
atures of 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 


CALLEBAUT SHIPS his specialty 
chocolates to 30 separate shops 
throughout Canada, six in the United 
States and one in Tokyo. He recently 
attended the grand opening of a new 
store in Chicago. One of his newest 
and best-selling chocolate concoc- 
tions is a savoury blend of ginger and 
nutmeg-flavoured ganache surround- 
ed by bittersweet chocolate and 
garnished with a spark of cin- 
namon. Both he and his cre- 
ative team are currently 
working on reducing the sweet- 
ness of white chocolate by fill- 
ing it with fruit in order to 
make the product more popu- 
lar again. (His dark chocolate is 
more than 60 per cent cocoa, 
which lessens the sweetness 
and subsequent toothaches.) 
But at least one man 
already appreciates Callebaut’s 
white chocolate diskettes. 
Granted, he doesn’t buy them 
for the taste. Sid Chidiac, an 
Australian painter with a display at 
this year’s chocolate show, melted and 
dyed almost 100 pounds of Calle- 
baut’s W2 White Chocolate for 
vibrant portraits he created on choco- 
late canvases. “The viscosity and tech- 
nical properties of the chocolate make 
it ideal for painting with,” Chidiac 
ys. “Also, if the picture doesn’t turn 
out to be a masterpiece, you can take 
out your frustration by eating it.” © 


ra Building 
Downtown 
“101 17-108 01 Street 


Friday, November 28"... 


Tom Golub 


Lor more inte 
and menu, log Onto: 


VUEWEEKLY EP NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 3, 2003 


THE BIG BALD HEAD 


THURS DEC 11 


MEWsYEARSS|EVESTICKETS 
ON SALEINOW! 
CAUW4 1416766 FOR 
MOREIINFO 


6402-118 Avo. Wy 
4 


RS 474-55 


Pree Pool Sundays 


Drink Specials & 
Excellont Fosd 


25¢ wings 


UE 

name a tune 3-2 
WED 

karacke night 9-1 
open jam 


PRI/SAT 


live hands 


NOVEMBER @8%29 


MARY THOMAS 
BLUES BAND 


Book your holiday parties with us 


phone 474-5554 
or fax 49()- 0997 


NEW AT DUSTERS 


MONDAY NIGHT DJ 
SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 


DOWNTOWN EDMONTON 
10041-106 St. 423-1925 


1-800-267-2191 


DISHWEEKIY = 


to counteract the fire of the curry and it 
all worked wonderfully together. (It was 
just fantastic spooned over the rice.) Our 
dessert, chocolate and pecan spring 
rolls, arrived atop a white, shell-shaped 
plate with three balls of lichee, a small 
dollop of whipped cream with a mint 
leaf and a tiny bowl of ginger coconut 
caramel glaze for dipping. This was a 
small masterpiece. I’d never seen a 
dessert like it and the taste was incredi- 
ble—rich chocolate, melded with the 
pecans and paper-thin layers of the 
crispy spring roll, still hot. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 08/28/03) 


LEVA 

11053-86 Ave + 433-LEVA 

As soon as | walk into Leva, my eyes lock 
on the impressive-looking Sicilian canno- 
lis behind the counter—! haven’t seen 
old-school pastries like that in a long, 
long time. | instantly decide that after a 
relaxing, late afternoon bite, I'll be trying 
one. The main menu items are things like 
homemade thin-crust pizzas and 
tramezzinis, which are grilled sandwich- 
es. But | notice some unique items too, 
like the biscottis—lemon pistachio or 
anise-flavoured. Very cool. There’s also a 
nice array of imported beers and Italian 
wines, like the Nipozzano Chianti, a fan- 
tastic choice I’ve enjoyed on a few occas- 
sions. | go with the chicken pesto 
tramezzini and ask for a side of green 
bean salad. Antonio, the guy who seems 
to run the joint, tells me theyre out, so | 
go for the potato salad. He says I'll like it. 
The tramezzini is incredible and 1'll tell 
you why: I’ve had the chicken and pesto 
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combo at other places and usually it’s 
chicken loaf that comes with it. Not at 
Leva. Real, tender chicken breast, sliced 
thinly, combined with a tasty pesto and 
cheese. (I believe Antonio said it was 
Edam.) And the perfectly spherical scoop 
of potato salad is excellent—Antonio has 
left the skin on the potatoes, which | like, 
and he’s mixed in a few artichokes too. 
He's also finished it all off with a drizzle of 
olive oil and some grated cheese on top. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 10/02/03) 


PAT 'N MIKE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT 
17732-102 Ave (Westgate Business Park) 
* 484-7673 

However long it’s been since Pat ‘n’ 
Mike’s got started, | figure not much has 
changed. And that’s good. As | sit at the 
diner-style counter in my spacious, 
swiveling double seat, | gaze around the 
noisy room and find all sorts of cool stuff. 
There’s a rack filled with those mini- 
boxes of cereal and nearby is a couple of 
pies awaiting their call to duty. | smile 
when | see the circular, revolving chit- 
holder that the open kitchen utilizes for 
new orders from the “veteran” waitstaff. 
And Mike himself is making the rounds, 
keeping an eye on things during the 
controlled chaos of the lunch rush. | 
decide on the cutlet sandwich with some 
fries and coleslaw on the side. Almost 
everything that | see coming out of the 
kitchen has gravy on it so | join in and 
get a scoop for the fries. Now, I’m not 
going to pretend that my sandwich is 
one of the best things I’ve ever ingest- 
ed—it was zapped in the deep fryer just 
a little too long for my liking—but for 
$5.75, | didn’t really expect the world. | 
was eagerly anticipating the “special 
sauce” but can’t help but crack another 


smile when | find relish and mayo on my 
bun. The chunky slaw is pretty good, 
though. The two pies available for 
dessert are pineapple coconut cream and 
an apple crumble. | choose the latter, 
which costs me a mere toonie—half a 
buck more to have it a la mode. How 
sweet is that? The piece of apple crumble 
is huge, so I’m guessing Mike doesn’t 
make all his profit from the pie counter. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 06/26/03) 


RICKY’S ALL DAY GRILL 

10140-109 St * 421-7546 

Ricky’s—a western Canadian chain with a 
ton of outlets throughout B.C., Alberta 
and (| believe) Saskatchewan—serves a 
bevy of diner staples like liver and onions, 
Salisbury steak, burgers and sandwiches, 
but there are almost two full pages of 
brekkie food on the menu as well, and 
the cool thing is it’s all available any time 
of the day. It’s definitely a boon to the 
hungry diner, even if it throws a mighty 
big wrench into the selection process. 
Coffee cups are already on the tables 
(turned upside-down no less), and the 
seating consists mostly of booths. You 
half-expect Linda Lavin to walk up to 
take your order, but the Ricky’s inner 
belly is new and clean, not beat-up and 
dingy like Mel’s. It’s like a new pair of 
glimmering white kicks—you need to 
scuff them up a bit... you know, work 
‘em in. They even offer shakes, so | order 
a chocolate one, the first time I’ve done 
so in a restaurant in years and years. The 
triple chorizo Benny was absolutely gar- 
gantuan, with three eggs and a moun- 
tain of home fries piled onto an 
extra-large red plate (heated, good for 
keeping the breakfast contents warm). 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 05/29/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St ¢ 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than the 
track, there's not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
prophetic. Just as we sit down in front of 
one of the many massive TV screens with 
the game on (they have the sound up for 
the NFL tilt as opposed to the CFL playoff 
game, which in a way is too bad), | can’t 
help but notice the freakshow going on 
one table over. The guy in question is 
wearing a leather tricoloured Miami Dol- 
phins hat, his dirty jeans are wide open 
and his ample gut is hanging out, and in 
between nervously sipping coffee, haul- 
ing on cigarettes and choosing plays on 
his QB1 machine, he appears to be rub- 
bing himself down, head included, with 
a bottle of Absorbine Jr. But I’m more 
chuffed about the meager order of hot, 
boneless wings that we start out with. 
Nine bucks and there’s nothing more 
than a handful of overdone, deep-fried 
chicken chunks with some hot sauce and 
a side of ranch. Luckily, one my super- 
stars has already scored a touchdown so 
I'm in a good mood, just like the hard- 
core Canadian fans celebrating 
Saskatchewan’s route of Winnipeg. The 
quality slightly improves with the next 
round of eats. | go with the peppercorn 
Jack burger, while Steve tries the spolum- 
bo submarine sandwich. | haven’t had a 
burger in a while, so it’s a treat to sink 
into the big patty, which was seasoned 
with—get this—"course" pepper and a 
Jack Daniels barbecue sauce. | wonder for 
a second if the typo was on purpose. 
Nah. My mixed greens on the side have 
about as much spring as the Blue 
Bombers offence, but the crispy order of 
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kettle chips makes up for it. The home- 
made chips are nice and hot, served with 
a bowl of a real spicy onion, cream 
cheese dip. It’s definitely the "play of the 
day" in this highlight package. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 11/06/03) 


TERRY VAUGHN’S SPORTS LOUNGE 
10136-100 St (The MacLeod) ¢ 428-3399 
If you know anything about stalwart 
Eskimo wide receiver Terry Vaughn, 
then you know he’s a class act who 
always looks good on the football field. 
It’s no surprise, then, that the establish- 
ment that bears his name should have 
the same characteristics. The space is 
big (okay, that’s where the similarity to 
TV ends) and bold, with stained wood 
chairs/accents, a beautiful long bar, 
comfy leather couches and a super- 
high ceiling left over from the bank that 
was housed in the space some 20 years 
ago. I’m starving when we walk 
through the door and in time, a healthy 
serving (in quantity, not cholesterol) of 
hickory smoked chicken dip is placed in 
front of us. The rich portion of dip—a 
tasty combo of jack cheese and tender 
chunks of chicken topped with melted 
cheddar—is pretty large. Served with 
fresh tricoloured corn chips and salsa, 
it’s a great starter. | know it will fill us 
up but | can’t stop dunking the chips 
until every last bit of the concoction is 
scraped from the sides of the bowl. 

We split a house salad, a standard 
mix of greens and veggies, but the 
tangy mango vinaigrette we chose sets it 
apart from similar items on most menus. 
Even though the dip has bird in it, the 
slow-roasted jerk chicken with rice and 
beans jumps off the page at me. One 
problem: no beans in the rice. Oh well. 
The chicken is incredibly tender and 
man, the jerk coating hits me harder 
than Terry’s teammate Singor Mobley in 
the open field. This was serious heat. | 
really like the dish, but for a few shaky 
moments, | feel like I’m in a sauna. Our 
server, a friendly lass from Nova Scotia, 
recommends the cheesecake for dessert 
and we like the sound of a strawberry 
and chocolate combo for topping. Really 
good stuff and nicely presented, with a 
few fresh mint leaves on the side. We're 


filled up big time by this point and ready 
to get outta Dodge. The tab comes and 
I'm fairly impressed that we’ve only 
racked up a bill of about $60, despite 
what seemed like a substantial amount 
of food and drink. Average price: $$- 
$$$ (Reviewed 08/14/03) 


TOKYO EXPRESS 

Various locations 

Edmontonian Cathy Luke digs her sushi. 
The only problem is that her busy 
lifestyle made it difficult to make regular 
stops at all her favourite local haunts. 
What she (and people like her) needed 
was a quick answer to that craving—so 
she opened up Tokyo Express. How’s 
that for problem-solving? The Hong 
Kong-born Luke, along with her sushi 
chef brothers Steve and William, 
debuted Tokyo Express five years ago at 
WEM and now the family owns seven 
River City locations, including the 
groundbreaking drive-thru down on 
23rd Ave, a first in the Great White 
North. “I am a sushi lover,” Luke says. “I 
thought that there should be a place 
where you can grab it quick, with good 
quality and reasonable prices. “That’s 
how we started.” Well, I’ve now run the 
gamut at Tokyo Express. In four days, | 
made three visits to two different loca- 
tions, sampling a wide selection of what 
the homegrown chain had to offer. My 
stomach was rumbling by about noon 
so | went to one of their two mall loca- 
tions to enjoy a massive rice bowl—the 
teriyaki chicken, to be exact. For $4.95, 
you get a hearty dish loaded with rice, 
julienned carrots, cucumbers and a 
breaded piece of chicken, slathered in 
the teriyaki and topped with sesame 
seeds. On Saturday, we ordered the 
udon noodle soup, a single dynamite 
roll and rainbow rolls. Oh, and green 
tea. The udon was wicked, a generous 
helping of broth loaded with the thick 
four-sided noodles, crab, a breaded pork 
cutlet, sweet tofu, fish cake slices, green 
onion and a big, deep-fried shrimp. 
Monday, | tried the assorted sushi 
combo and took advantage of the add- 
on, $1.99 for miso soup and green tea 
ice cream. So there you go — three trips 
in four days, at a total cost of about $30. 
Try and scout out four decent, healthy 
meals for that much dough. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 05/01/03) 


TROPIKA MALAYSIAN CUISINE 
6004-104 St * 439-6699 

As we meet up in the front entrance of 
Tropika and I’m amazed by how 
packed it is this jumping Friday night. 
I've been here before and | loved it— 
but that visit was quite some time ago. 
Years, in fact, and it seems Tropika’s 
gotten a lot more popular since then. 
And why not? With the straw awning 
over the bar, the big woven chairs 
reserved for VIPs and the Hawaiian 
shirts on the waitstaff, it’s like island 
party central in here. Before we even 
look at the tantalizing food menu, we 
giggle at the depth and variety of the 
drink list. Doctor Funk (and Doctor 
Funk’s Sun, made with 151 rum), Belli- 
ni, Scorpion—they all look good. Birth- 
day boy John finds his groove when he 
orders a Tropikolada, a drink that appar- 
ently comes from heaven. “You couldn’t 
come up with anything that would 
make me happier,” John says after slurp- 
ing up the last bit of what one table 
member calls “an Orange Julius with 
alcohol.” | figure food will make us even 
happier. Right out of the gate, we try 
some starters: a dozen satays (pork, 
beef, chicken and lamb), five Indonesian 
spring rolls and two bowls of Singapore 
Laska, a hearty soup with vermicelli 
noodles. The crunchy peanut sauce 
goes well with the satays and the spring 
rolls are incredibly neat, stuffed with 
pan-fried pork, Chinese mushrooms and 
shredded jicama, then deep-fried extra- 
crispy with peanuts on the outer shell. 
The Singapore Laska is a feast with 
shrimp, tofu and fish cakes all married 
together in a tasty broth. My favourite, 
however, is the Kari Lembu, a sensation- 
al dish of melt-in-your-mouth curry with 
beef. We also ordered something 
known as Nasi Goreng, a local recipe of 
Malay fried rice and a few delectable 
side dishes, including steamed spinach 
and Sambal Bunchies, firm green beans 
with prawns and Sambal sauce. While 
each of these creations rocks (very spicy 
stuff), the most memorable item is the 
Sayur Lemak hot pot, which comes to 
the table in a small kettle filled with veg- 
etables and prawns simmered in a 
Malay coconut sauce. Oh, it was awe- 
some, the broth so rich and colourful— 
by far the piéce de résistance. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 10/09/03) 
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from large parties of 40 
to small ones for 2 

we invite you to 
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WE 
HAVE THE 


RICH Advertisers who want to place their print 
ads in a quality publication ask the question: 
A N S W 7 R “Is your circulation audited?” 
Were very proud to answer “Yes.” 

We are a member of the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations because we share ABC's belief 
that circulation audits are an essential 
assurance of value. 

ABC is the premier circulation auditing 
organization in the world, and has been 
since 1914. Each year, ABC auditors test and 
verify that our circulation figures are facts, 
not claims. An ABC audit is the sign of a 
sound investment for advertisers. 

Not all publications are audited, but they 
should be. Because when advertisers ask 
“Is your circulation audited?” there's only 
one answer. 

“Yes.” 
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POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


SMILIN’ JAY’S 
HAPPY OUR PRESENTS... 


ROBIN HUNTER 


& THE SIX-FOOT BULLIES (co reveAse) 
W/ AA SOUND SYSTEM AND LITTLE BABY CUPCAKES 
BROADCAST LIVE ON CISR 


Tuesday Dec 2 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE 


BIG BAND JAZZ 


FREE EARLY SHOW, DOORS 7:00PM, SHOW 7:30PM 


Tuesday Dec 2 


IN DEWEY’S (INSIDE THE POWERPLANT) 


COLDPLAY 
LIVE DVD VIEWING 


, DVD AND MERCHANDISE GIVEAWAYS 
STARTS @ 8:00PM 


Saturday Dec 13 


MAPLE MUSIC RECORDING ARTIST 


Naa 
JASON PLUMB (EX-WALTONS) 
W/PAUL BRILL (newyork city) 
ano JENNIFER KRAATZ 


TIX $7 @ DOOR, NO MINORS, DOORS @ 8:30PM 


for more info, call 492- 2048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, 
alumni, and their quests. All shows are no minors unless other 


The Standard presents yet another excellent house Dj tonight, San Francisco 
native and Miguel Migs cohort Jay-J, who’s roaming the continent with the 
Defected in the House tour. For indie rock kids, though, the Sidetrack is the place 
to be, with Veal, Slow Fresh Oil and the Paperbacks providing some heavy-duty 
feedback. Doors at 9 p.m., cover is $8. 


For the country side, there’s prairie superstar George Fox at Festival Place in Sher- 
wood Park. For the people interested in a crazy mixed bag, head over to New City 
for The Floor’s CD release party in honour of their new disc, Autonomy Off/On. 
Calgary’s Hot Little Rocket start the night, with electronic grooves supplied by live 
group Dietzche and the Abominable Snowman, and D] David Stone. 


Local legend Robin Hunter joins his band Six Foot Bullies at the U of A’s Power- 
plant to unveil songs from their new country-fried album, Your Heart My Sleeve, 
while drum ‘n’ bass heads will be camped out at Stars for the long-awaited 
appearance of American Dj and producer AK1200, fresh off the latest installment 
of the Planet of the Drums tour. 


A lot of punks will be sad by the end of tonight. Beloved Calgary group Down- 
way has announced that they are taking an “extended hiatus” (read: breaking 
up) and they'll make their final appearance in our city over at Stars. Nothing at 
All, Dilvit and the Brewkowskis will help send them off in grand, noisy style. 


Writing some songs, are you? Maybe plucking away on your acoustic guitar, 
thinking that you could be a star someday? There's no time like the present to get 
out there and make it happen, seeing as there’s so many open stages around 
town. May we recommend checking out the Sidetrack Café’s long-running social, 
hosted by local veteran Ben Spencer. At least see what the competition is like. 


That lovely and talented ex-librarian from Vancouver is back in town, Oh Susanna 
has a fresh solo disc on Nettwerk Records, and she’s bringing her band to the 
Sidetrack Café, with Jim Bryson and Serena Ryder in tow. If you need some hard 
rock action, visit Stars on Whyte and see locals Drive By Punch play with visitors 
Crowned King. 


Get your Celtic on at the Sidetrack Café when Winnipeg kitchen partiers The 
Duhks drop in to spin a few Acadian jigs and reels for your dancing enjoyment. 
They’re young, they're cute and they’ve got jaw-dropping skill with those fancy 
instruments of theirs, working the crowd with their “new wave old classic” sound. 
Darrek Anderson will start the night off. 


AOL Time Warner has sold their Warner Music division for $2.6 billion to an investment group headed by Seagram heir 
Edgar Bronfman Jr. and the investment firm Thomas H. Lee.... Bif Naked is the new host of the morning show on Van- 
couver radio station CFOX-FM.... Corb Lund will bring his band back to Edmonton during his annual Christmastime 
tour, hanging his cowboy hat at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre on December 19; the tour is being mounted in conjunc- 
Canadian rap star Choclair is joining Snoop 
Dogg on his cross-Canada tour, hitting the Joint at West Edmonton Mall on December 9... ‘80s heartthrob Corey Hart | 
has signed a deal with Warner Music Canada to handle releases on his Siena Records imprint, while ves ilanesng | 
Carr and Tim White have started the Music Division production studio. 


tion with the re-release of the band’s first album, 1995’s Modern Pain.... 
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MuSIC DRIVES THE ART 


OF WELDERS; SCULPTORS AND OTHER STREET-LEVEL ARTISTS. 
SAMPLE THE EFFECT, PRESENTED BY DEFINITI.. 
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West Edmonton Mall 

Opens > 8 pm 


Visit DEFINITI,CA for complete detaiis. 


= = , “ 
Tickets at Ticketmaster > 780.451.8000 A ae. 
$10 (plus service charges) At the door > $15 oa 3 : 3 ; 
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BIG TIME 


Red: 


WEST EDMONTON - MALE ° 


PUSIMEN CONCERT WEFVAH 1a HEARSPAGE. i 


TIOKETS $44.95 ADVANCE 
$17.95 DAY OF. NO 
AVAILABLE AT REO. 


420 


ENTERTAINMENT, 
BIG TIME FUN! 


PH: 481-6420 


oUN NOV 30 rel 


fwitul IRS - BOZ & STAY -QUTPUT 


WEEKLY ees 
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Se" Boors: 7 PM + Show: 9:30 PM 


$19.95 DAY OF SHOW SORRY, NO MINORS 


NEW YEAR MEGA BASH! 
FATIRNG DOUG AND THE SLUGS ‘= s Gly 


a 
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Music 
notes 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
and JERED STUFFCO 


Alpha male soup 


Black Market Inc. * CD release 
with Knee Deep in Grass, Some 
Won Spit and PIND « Stars « Sat, 
Nov 29 In most bands there always 
seems to be one go-getter whose 
desire to rock pushes the group for- 
ward while the rest sit back waiting to 
reap the benefits. But what happens 
when four alpha musicians get togeth- 
er in a single band? 


sts 


cee 
1/2 pri E 

MARTINIS 'TIL 
MIDNIGHT 


Flux capacitor 


wy, 


1.21 Jigawatits of soni¢ Love. 
supplied by Megatunes 


gare BIG re 


Black Market Inc., that’s what. 
Formed just eight months ago by gui- 
tarist Fat Dave Johnston (no relation to 
our own music editor, who is actually 
quite slim), singer Steve Gunn, bassist 
Shaunald McDonald and drummer Lit- 
tle Dave Meagher, Black Market Inc. is 
taking the rock ‘n’ roll bull by the 
horns. “I got tired of screwing around 
with people who weren’t as enthusias- 
tic and passionate about it as | was,” 
Johnston says. “I happened to know 
some people who were feeling the 
same about their bands and it was like, 
‘Fuck. Let’s just start this super rock ‘n’ 
roll band with people who give a shit.’ 
And our old bands wish. they hadn’t 
pissed us off. 

“| think what sets musicians apart 
from people who want to play in a 
band,” he continues, “is they don’t 
really look at it as work. You love it, so 
you don’t consider it to be a chore. 
Nobody will ever be reimbursed for 
the amount of time they put into play- 
ing in a band, the money and effort of 
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recording and promoting your sho 
and stuff like that. If you love it y 
don’t really think of it as somethin 
you need to get paid back for.” 

The co-owner of the record/a 
store Ruckus on Whyte, Johnsto 
decided to put his company’s mone 
where his mouth is by funding th 
band’s debut disc. Recorded in July 
Riverdale Analog Recorders by eng 
neer/producer Jason Pratt, Total Dis,, 
gard for Public Safety Since the Beginnip, 
of the End of the World is a shinin 
example of what a little determinatio 
can accomplish. Fast, raw rock wit 
power, skill and attitude to spare. 

Johnston says bands like th 
Demons and the Hellacopters hay 
been spreading the gospel of rock | 
Europe for years but Canada has bee 
a bit slow to follow suit. Sure, Bion 
and Shikasta are shaking things up ; 
the east, but other than Les Tabern 
cles, Edmonton has been in need of 
hot rock injection for some time nov 
When bands like the Black Halos o 


TUES. CLOSED 
DEC.9TH DUE TO 


KICK-ASS 
ROCK SHOW! 


IF YA DON'T KNOW WHO... YOU SUCK! 


ee 


Nashville Pussy pass through town the 
crowds are huge and vocal but where 
are they the rest of the time? 

“Edmonton's so weird that way,” 
says Johnston. “Every touring band 
knows it’s a pretty good place to 
play—especially on the weekends. 
gands from outta town can come here 
and play and everybody wants to go 
to a rock ‘n’ roll show. But it seems like 
in Edmonton nobody wants to play in 
a rock ‘n’ roll band.” (PD) 


Call in the family 


Knee Deep in Grass * With Black 
Market Inc., Some Won Spit and 
pIND ¢ Stars ¢ Sat, Nov 29 So what 
do you do when you’ve got a gig 
booked but you find out a week before 
the show that half the band actually 
won't be making it? Pull an Axl and 
cancel the whole show? Emulate Mark 
E. Smith and fire the band? No way— 
at least not if you're Knee Deep in 
Grass. Then, you just call up your fami- 
ly to help out. Luckily, KDIG ax-slinger 
paul McGowan also plays in the 
McGowan Brothers Family Band, 
which includes his two brothers and 
their bud Jason Fedema. “The bassist 
and the singer won't be making it,” 
explains Knee Deep drummer Chris 
Kerr, “so we’re going to do half 
McGowan Family stuff and a couple of 
Knee Deep tunes as well.” 

Knee Deep in Grass has been rock- 
ing out for nearly nine years. But while 
it seems most local groups have a CD 
out even before they find their feet 
live, the Knee Deepers have taken a 
very different route, and are only now 
getting around to recording their 
debut disc, which is due out early in 
2004. “We actually recorded it last 
August,” McGowan says of the disc, 
which has the working title 5% Domes- 
tic. “We recorded it, then we sat on it, 
listened to it and then decided to put 
two more tunes on it. Then we sat on 
it some more, added some more stuff 
again and now we're currently trying 
to bang out a deal with the Sidetrack 


Blackie and the Rodeo Kings * 
Sidetrack Café * Sat, Nov 22 « 


for a CD release.” 

Kerr is careful to say that even with 
a 16-month gap between the disc’s 
recording and its release, the songs on 
5% Domestic are still current. “We're 
still playing most of the stuff,” he says, 
“and the new songs don’t stray too far 
from the Knee Deep formula. It’s still 
pretty funky.” (JS) 


To Market, to Market 


3rd Annual Prairie Music Market 
* Sidetrack Café « Sat, Nov 29 « 
Singer/songwriters set (noon- 
2pm): Steve Loree, Wendy 
McNeill, John Spearn and Car- 
olyn Fortowsky * Concert (9pm): 
Jen Kraatz, Ann Vriend and Cory 
Danyluk and Sarah Card For near- 
ly a decade, Spirit River Distribution 
has been giving a leg up to flatland 
artists in hopes of getting their music 
to people across the country. Now, 
just in time for Christmas, they’re tak- 
ing over the Sidetrack for a day and 
turning it into a mini-music mall 
where happy shoppers can find gems 
for the real music lovers in their lives. 
You won't find Britney or Shania here, 
but the work of independent artists 
like Maria Dunn, Bill Bourne and 
Craig Korth as well as Stony Plain 
Recording artists like lan Tyson and 
Corb Lund will be up for sale. Eagle- 
eyed shoppers may even spot some 
hidden treasures from the past like Jr. 
Gone Wild, Hot Cottage and Three 
Dead Trolls in a Baggie. 

Singer/songwriters will entertain the 
early-comers and the bands will keep 
things going late. Local guitarist Steve 
Loree, who normally fronts Greyhound 
Tragedy, says he'll break away from his 
busy schedule in the studio to “warble 
on a stool.” He’s been known to play 
solo while spending time in Mexico and 
is looking forward to trying out a bunch 
of new songs on the crowd. While he’s 
glad Spirit River sends local music far 
and wide, its true strength is making 
people aware of the talent right here in 
their own backyards. 


“| think the most important thing 
about prairie music,” he says, “is that 
people from the prairies should be 
aware of it so that they’re not going 
to K-Mart to buy their music. Because 
that’s the worst kind of music, the K- 
Mart music. They should be buying 
some of the local stuff, which is bet- 
ter, in my opinion, than 90 per cent 
of the crap that’s out there on the 
tadio today.” (PD) 


Card-carrying musician 


Cory Danyluk and Sarah Card ¢ 
Prairie Song Showcase « Sidetrack 
Café ¢ Sat, Nov 29 “If we had to label 
ourselves, we’d probably have to call 
ourselves ‘acoustic-folk rock,’” explains 
Sarah Card, the fiddle-playing half of 
the local duo Cory Danyluk and Sarah 
Card. But that’s not to say that the label 
fits. “Whenever people ask me to 
describe our music,” she continues, “I 
tell them that it’s really difficult to do, 
and it would just be a lot easier if they 
went and listened to it. After they‘ve lis- 
tened to it, I've had people come back 
to me and say, ‘You're right—it is hard 
to describe your music.’ 

“It’s pretty eclectic,” she contin- 
ues, “but we're not jumping from reg- 
gae to rock ‘n’ roll or anything. There 
are so many different influences— 
there’s country and blues.... It’s all 
roots-based and it fits together quite 
nicely. At the same time, most of the 
stuff is pretty upbeat—Cory’s got a lot 
of power in his voice.” 

Whatever you call their sound, it’s 
reaching more and more ears these 
days. The band recently nabbed a spot 
on the Acoustic Rainbow compilation, 
which is sent out to more than 1,500 
radio stations worldwide. Since then, 
Card says that the band has been gar- 
nering significant airplay in Europe 
with their track “Crossing My Mind.” 
Their debut CD, Jaybird, came out this 
past May. Watch for the band to make 
a return appearance on the next in the 
Acoustic Rainbow series with the track 
“Take Your Own Advice.” (JS) 
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The Floor 
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Hot Little 


Dietzche V. and the Abominable Snowman 
Dave Stone mans the late night decks 
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SIF w/ 
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Thursday! 
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$1.50 hiballs & 2.50 Jager 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


Tues. Dec. 9 
Mid Fi Recording Artists 


Vupersuckers 


razu 8's 


Avenue 


FeVUE How is it that three guys = 
with guitars can manage a bigger jj 
Lola YoY Tare Me ar-TaMmanvoxa an i¥]] Mor-Tave LY 


tix on sale now! 
Fri. Dec. (2th 


Texas Blood Money, 
Gate, & HILO 


Edmonton Food Bank Fundraiser - get $1 aff cover 
w/ donation of anon perishable food item. 


Well, perhaps part of the explana- 
tion is that we're not talking about 
just any old guys. Tom Wilson, 
Stephen Fearing and Colin Linden 
are all imp ive dudes in their 
Own right, but n they don the 
Matching satin suits of the Rodeo 


G yecome unstoppable 
2 Sidetrack dancefloor was 
Packed, and judging from all the 
drunken people still in thermal out- 


Tues Z3 dec - Transatlantic w/ DJF & Lee Modern 
Wed 24 Dec - Bishops Christmas dinner 
Fri Dec 26 - Old Reliable 9th anniversary 
Wed Dec 31 - New Years Eve Bash!! 


€fWear more than a few « Jed to 
Warm their bones 
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~ POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


Defectec 
fri the Hous. 


thursday, november 27th 


2002 grammy award winner 
2003 grammy award nominee 


Jay- 


moultonstudios.defected.nakedmusic 


estandard 


Jay-J 


moultonstudios.defected.nakedmusic 


alongside residents: "| 
nestor delano 
: itch 
johnny derico 
tickets :: $10 advance.$15 door 
foosh.underground wem.colorblind 


estanda' fd 


cCoNneecryers 


HMV cmaalag 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or 

e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca Deadline 
is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 
ae ee 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; no cover 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Gail 
Gardner (pop/rock) 


DUSTER’S PUB Every Thu: 
Open jam session 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Jake Langley; 
$4 


LION'S HEAD Ron Pederson 


RYTHYM AND BREWS Every 
Thu: Open stage/jam with the 
River City Rhythm Kings; 8:30- 
midnight 


SEEDY’S Autonomadic, Raygun 
Cowboys 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Chuck Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Jimmy 
Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SIDETRACK CAFE Veal, Slow 
Fresh Oil, The Paperbacks 
(rock); 9pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Firewater 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Music Wednesdays at 
Noon: John Mahon and Friends 
(clarinet and strings); 12:10- 
12:50; free 


MUTTART HALL Fall Festival 
Snapshot; 7pm 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball Night: 
top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Majestikal Thursdays: house 
with Transient, Josh, LP 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE Sleeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtem- 
po with DJ Headspin 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo: with DJ SW.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Every Thu: Ladies 
Nite; Top 40/dance with Dj 
Christian 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm 

MANHATTAN CLUB Freestyle 
Thursdays: house/trance with 
DJ MD and guests 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rock- 
steady, dub reggae with Dj 
Jeebus and the Operation 
Redication Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave 
with DJ Miss Mannered and 
guests 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Thu: DJ Butter 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Ladonna’s Review, Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest Link 


game with Dj Jazzy second and 
last Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob 
Trampoline and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the Teeth 
Thursdays with Dj Lloyd 


THE STANDARD Defected In 
The House Tour: with Jay-| (SF), 
Nestor Delano, Tripswitch 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Subtance: hip hop/R&B with 
Spincycle, Invinceable, J-Money, 
Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down; Motown, 
northern soul, funk, ‘60s pop 
with DJs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: No 
Coast Hardcore, The Johnsons, 
Sons of Daughters 


BAR-B The Acousticats (blues, 
roots); Ipm-1am; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; $3 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Harp Dog 
Brown 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Stars 
Tonight (tribute show) PIANO 
BAR: Every Fri: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Gail 
Gardner (pop/rock) 


DUSTER’S PUB Mary Thomas 
and Blues Band; 8pm; no cover 


FATBOYZ Bob Cook and the 
Unherd-of (roots, rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 


FESTIVAL PLACE George Fox's 
Christmas Special; 7:30pm 
(Show); Show only: $24 
(cabaret)/$22 (theatre seating); 
Christmas Dinner and show: 
$52.50 (cabaret)/$50.50 
(theatre seating); Festival Place 
box office, TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Dan Skakun 


HIGHRUN Connor's Road 
J.J.’S Barkin Spiders (rock) 


KICK START CAFE Pocket 
Universe; 8pm 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Rhythm 
Slave 


L.B.’S PUB Bad Habitz 
LION’S HEAD Ron Pederson 


LONGRIDERS The Kings, 
Reagan’s Cousin; 7pm (door); 
$5 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
Eric Miller (pop/rock) 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
The Floor (CD release), Hot 
Little Rocket, Dietzche V. and 
the Abominable Snowman, 
David Stone 


LA P'TITE SCENE Every Fri: 
open stage; 8pm-3am 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Lisa 
Hewitt 

RED'S Blush; $4 (free before 
8pm) 


ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL 
CENTRE Stringband (BC), 
presented by the Full Moon 
Folk Club; $14 (adv)/$16 
(door)/children under 12 half 
price (at door only); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, 
Southside Sound 

SEEDY’S The Doers, Cape May 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Chuck Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) jimmy 
Whiffen 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Derrick Sigurdson 


SIDETRACK CAFE Anders 
Osborne (Sweden), Wendy 
McNeill; 9pm; $12 


THE SUGAR BOWL Samsara 
Duo Thomas and Devaki 
(reggae); $5 

URBAN LOUNGE Firewater; 55 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Eric idle; 
7pm (door), 8pm (show); $67, 
$59, $51 (reserved seating); 
8pm; tickets available at the 
Winspear Centre box office 


WINTER'S RESTAURANT 
AND BAR Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg (roots music); 9pm 


YARDBIRD SUITE Mo Lefever’s 
Septant featuring Rhonda 
Withnell; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $6 (member)/$10 
(guest); tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


ZENARI‘S ON 1ST Thom 
Golub 


CLASSICAL 


MUTTART HALL Dimitri 
Marionov (guitar), presented by 
the Edmonton Classical Guitar 
Society; 8pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior/member); tick- 
ets available at TIX on the 
Square, Avenue Guitars, The 
Gramophone and through the 
Society at 489-9580 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH Music 
for the Seasons: The Kings 
University College Concert and 
Chamber Choirs; 8pm; $10 
(adult)/$7 (senior/student/ 
alumni); tickets available at 
TKUC Bookstore 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Slasher Bash: 
top 40/dance 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Urban 
with Invinceable 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
Illicite: industrial, noise, neoclas- 
sical with Verlaag and Xerxes 
DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB VIP 
Grand Opening Party: 
house/trance with quest Djs 
DEWEY’S Higher Education: 
house, trance, techno with Djs 
Big Daddy, Trapz and guests 
DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and quests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake Yo’ 
Ass: with D] Serial K 

GAS PUMP Every Fri: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


HALO Camaro retro with Dj 
Davey James 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with Dj 
Mad Noise 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Fri: DJ Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with Dj Outtawak, Dj jazzy and 
male stripper; Downstairs: 
female stripper; $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babyion 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with 
Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs 


Bryana, Chris 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Hip hop, 
R&B, reggae with DJ Germaine; 
no cover before 11pm 
STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip hop, top 
40 with Dj Rage and Dj Weezle; 
9pm 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance/techno with 
Crunchee, Lego, Sam | Am, 
Optimus Prime 

Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
with Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, Old 
Bitch 

YOUR APARTMENT House 
with Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Black 
Market Inc, Some Won Spit, 
Pind 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; $3 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Harp Dog 
Brown 

‘CASINO (EDMONTON) Stars 
Tonight (tribute show) PIANO 
BAR: Every Sat: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Gail 
Gardner (pop/rock) 
COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 
SOCIETY judith Lam 
(singer/songwriter/activist); 
7:30pm 

DRUID Every Sat: Harpdog 
Brown; 3-7pm 

DUSTER’S PUB Mary Thomas 
and Blues Band; 8pm; no cover 
EAST BOUND EATERY AND 
SAKE BAR Actual Jazz with 
Cindy McLeod (vocals); 
8:30pm-12:30 

FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Absinthe 
Groove 

HIGHRUN Connor's Road 
JJ.’S Barkin Spiders (rock) 
JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Jim Trigner Trio (jazz); 8- 
Jipm 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB Rhythm 
Slave : 
L.8.’S PUB Bad Habitz 
LION’S HEAD Ron Pederson 
LONGRIDERS The Kings, 
Reagan’s Cousin; 7pm (door); 
$5 

MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
Eric Miller (pop/rock) 
O‘BYRNE’S Every Sat: Chris 
Wynters and Scott Peters; 3- 
6pm. 

POWER PLANT Robin Hunter 
and the Six-Foot bullies, AA 
Sound System, Little Baby 
‘Cupcakes 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON Lisa 
Hewitt 


RED’S Coldspot, joshua’s Habit 
(CD release), Sinclair; 11pm; $4 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Indian 
Police, Clones, Idol 


SEEDY’S Phattoe, Jack Dicky 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Chuck Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Jimmy 
Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
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Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Derrick Sigurdso, 


SIDETRACK CAFE Show: ;:. 
featuring Cory Danyluk, 7 
Card, Ann Vriend and the 
Dropouts, Mia; 7pm; $7 


URBAN LOUNGE Firews\-. \: 


WINTER'S RESTAURANT 
AND BAR Patsy Amico ar 
Brian Gregg (roots music) 


YARDBIRD SUITE P|. 
Earl MacDonald Quartet 
(door), 9pm (show); $14 
(member/$18-(quest); ticke 
available at TicketMaste; 


CLASSICAL 
See te 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Edmonton Opera present; 
Puccini’s Turandot; featuring 
Patterson (conductor); starring 
Frances Ginzer as Turand: 
Michael Hayes as Calaf and 
Sally Dibblee as Lit; 8pm; tic 
ets available at Edmonton 
Opera box office, Ticket) 
bring donation for the F: 
Bank 


ST. GEORGE'S ANGLICAN 
‘CHURCH Peace And Hope 
Featuring Kathleen Schoer 
(flute), Thomas Schoen (violin) 
Marian Moody (viola), Diana 
Nuttall (cello), presented 
VIVACE; 8pm; $12 (adult 
(senior)/$5 (sutdent)/5. 
ily); tickets available at the 
Gramophone, door 


DUS 


A STARS Main Room: Ak 
1200-Planet of thet Drums, 

Degree, Matt Hatter, Phatcat 
Dreadnoght, Heed, Sureshock 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with Shortround 
and Echo 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 8i9 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan’‘s Sausage Party 
obscure indie rock with D| 
Ballhog 
BOOTS Flashback Saturdays 
retro dance, house with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB (\ 
dance with Dj Arrowchaser 
CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Community: house/techno with 
Dj Nightcrawler, guests 
CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban wth 
DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB \ 
Grand Opening Party: 
house/trance with guest Djs 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake V0 
Ass: with Dj D-Lusion 
GAS PUMP Every Sat: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


HALO House with Junior 
Brown, Remo. 
MANHATTAN CLUB Sinful 
Saturdays: top 40/dance 
Saturdays $.U.C.K.: 
punk/alt/pop/dance with Blut 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


arah 


: Mor 
theme parties with Dj jazzy: 
New music with Dj Dan and 
Mike; Downstairs: Retro mu 


RUBY SKYE BAR LOUNGE 
Nite at the Skye: R&B/hip ho? 
with People’s Dj 

SAVOY Deep house with 


winston Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB An AK 
1200-Planet of the Drums 
event 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Clay 

TONIC AFTER DARK 
yncensored Saturdays: R&B, 
pip hop, Old School Sound 
Crew 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with Jeff Hillis, DJ 
trav, Crunchee, DJ Danae and 
quests; 18+; 2am-10am 


y AFTERHOURS Charlie 
Mayhem, Donovan, Juicy, 
‘anthony Donohue, Saint Luke 


YOUR APARTMENT Nordic 
Foundations: D} Dennis Zaz 


and Rackman Powers 


== 


LIVE MUSIC 
a 


A STARS Upper Room: 
Downway, Nothing at All, 
pilvit, The Brewkowskies 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Reclaim: Rubim de Toledo 
(bass), Chris Andrew (keys), 
Lyle Molzan (drums), Mario 
Allende (percussion); 9-12 


BLUES ON WHYTE Shelley 
Jones and RbS (R&B); no cover 


O’BYRNE’S Every Sun: Joe 
Bird’s Irie jam; 9:30pm 


SECOND CUP 
MEADOWLARK Pocket 
Universe; all ages event; 7pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Under the 
Cover Sundays: Superhoney 
with D] Dudeman; 9pm; $6 


YARDBIRD SUITE Memorial 

cert for Zale Martell 
presented by Kent Sangster and 
Bob Tildesley; 7pm (door), 
7:30pm (show)/ free 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Festival of Light: 
Featuring the Conservatory’s 
Schale Cantorum Choirs, 
Conservatory of Music’s 
Saxophone Quartet and Horn 
Choir, Keri Zwicker (harp) with 
Schola Cantorum Choirs; . 
2:30pm; $10; tickets available 
at the Conservatory of Music 
office 423-6230, TIX on the 


Square 

ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH Music for a Festive 
Season; Carol singing presented 
by the Alberta Baroque 
Ensemble featuring the Da 
Camera Singers; 3pm and 
7:30pm; $22 (adult)/$17 (stu- 
dent/senior); tickets available at 


| TiX on the Square, The 


Gramophone 


SELECT Every Sun: Thomas 
Mead (lute); 5:30-9pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Edmonton Youth Orchestra: 
Featuring the senior and inter- 
mediate orchestra; 2pm; $15 
(adult)/$10 (senior/student); 
tickets available at TIX on the 


Square 
DUS 


(CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with Dj 
Invinceable 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Worship Sundays: House/trance 
with Big Daddy, Trapz, MD 


MANHATTAN CLUB Industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, 
hip hop with Dj Cool Curt 
THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend with 
Dj jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed 
with Deja DJ 


‘LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; no cover 


GRINDER Every Mon: Open 
stage/acoustic jam hosted by 
the Bartman; 8pm 


JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE jazz 
band concert presented by 
Grant MacEwan College; $8; 
tickets available by phone at 
497-4436 


LB.’S PUB Every Mon: open 
stage with Randy Martin; 9pm- 
2am 


LION’S HEAD Billy Wiseman 


O’BYRNE’S Every Mon: The 
Fabulous Suchy Sisters; 9:30pm 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper Fl, 10545-82 
Ave, 439-1422 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 

Ave, 702-1800 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
704-104 St, 432-4611 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BAR-B 4249-23 Ave, 4641- 
244 


BERNARD SNELL HALL U of 
A Hospital main entrance, 112 
t, 487-4188 


SILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
0425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 439-5058 

BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
9014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
117258 jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 10815 


lasper Ave, 425-0850 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 14203 
Stony Plain Rd, 454-3063 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Arayll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Campus, 492-0601/420-1757 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 
SOCIETY 8426 Gateway 
Boulevard, 432-9333 


COWBOYS 10102-1380 St, 
481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
10018-105 St, upstairs), 990- 
1792 


DEWEY'’S Power Plant, U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
474-5554 


EASTBOUND EATERY AND 
SAKE BAR 11248-104 Ave, 
428-2448 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


FATBOYZ PUB 6104-104 St, 
437-3633 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
(EDMONTON) Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, Entrance, 
426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 440- 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 

SIDETRACK CAFE Every Mon: 
open stage with Ben Spencer; 
9pm; no cover 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with Penny and the 
Jets 


DUSTER’S Every Mon: Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with Dj S.W.A.G. 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: 
Crowned Kings, Drive by Punch 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; no cover 


DRUID Every Tue: open stage 
with Chris Wynters 


LION’S HEAD Billy Wiseman 


O’BYRNE’S Every Tue: Celtic 
night with Shannon johnson 
and friends; 9:30pm 


POWER PLANT Grant 
MacEwan College big band 
jazz; 7pm (door), 7:30pm 
(show) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 


SIDETRACK CAFE Oh 
Susanna; Jim Bryson, Serena 
Ryder; 9pm; $8 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday jam 
Session: hosted by Torben 
Holm-Pederson; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $3 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Edmonton Opera presents 
Puccini’s Turandot; 7:30pm; 
tickets available at Edmonton 
Opera box office, TicketMaster; 
bring donation for the Food 
Bank 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE An A 
Cappella Christmas: The 
Discovery series featuring Con 
Fuoco and the Edmonton 


2233 


HUDSONS TAPHOUSE 6107- 
104 St, 701-0190 


JJ.'S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 
10045-156 St, 497-4436 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
11455-87 Ave, 429-1000/451- 
8000 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LIONS HEAD Coast Terrace 
Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd, 431- 
5815 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, 
479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345- 
105 St, 423-7884 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 101 St, one block 
south of Jasper Ave, 420-1757 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
11730 jasper Ave, 482-4767 


MUTTART HALL Alberta 
College, 10050 Macdonald Dr, 
420-1757 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 
4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


LA P'TITE SCENE 8627-91 St, 


| 


Youth Choir; 7pm; $11 
(adult)/$8 (senior/student)/$20 
(family); tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


DUS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with Run 
Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj “Name a 
Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia: with Dj Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Every Tue: Karaoke 
contest with Dj) Gord 


NEW CITY. LIKWID LOUNGE 
Stupid Music for Stupid People 
for Stupid Cheap: punk rock 
bingo, rock 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion. 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Tue: Dj Butter, two-step lessons 
with Leon 


THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest: 
with Dj janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Electro-trash: elec- 
tro/punk funk with Dj Miss 
Mannered - 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tuffhouse: Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Every Wed: open mic hosted by 
Dan Holden; 8:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Little Mike 
and the Tornadoes; no cover 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE Mark 
Magarrigle 


LION’S HEAD Billy Wiseman 


O’BYRNE’S Every Wed: Chris 
Wynters and friends; 9:30pm 


469-4401 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH 10209-} 23 St, 
420-1757/467-6531 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
426-3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 101 35-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 439-7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR LOUNGE 
WEM, Bourbon St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEM, Phase tl, 
486-9494 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 4990. 
92 Ave, Sun Building, 490- 
5504 


ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL 
CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 420- 
LATE ge! 


ST. GEORGE'S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 11733-87 Ave, 944- 
4209 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SECOND CUP MEAD- 
OWLARK 15530-87 Ave, 443- 
0688 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


SELECT 10018-106 St, 428- 
1629 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mali, 1136, 5004-98 
Ave, 463-7788 * Rice Howard 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL Every 


Wed: Northern Bluegrass Circle 


Music Society bluegrass jam, 
7:30pm 

ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Every Wed: Little Flower 
open stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg; 8pm; 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 


SIDETRACK The Duhks, Darrek 


Anderson; 9pm; $7 
URBAN LOUNGE Vedanta; $5 


CLASSICAL 


BERNARD SNELL HALL Heor's 
to your Health Concert Series: 
chamber music featuring Tanya 
Prochazka (cello), Patricia Tao 


(piano), Martin Riseley; Spm; free 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE Discover series: An A 
Cappella Christmas: Featuring 
Con Fuoco and the Edmonton 
Youth Choir; 7pm; $11 
(adult)/$8 (senior/student)/$20 
(family); tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 


gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 


and quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 


with Dj Stephan 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Mix Tape 


Bar Star College Nite: with Dj 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Every Wed: 
Karaoke contest with Dj Gord 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 


Wed: D) Butter 
THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 


Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with DJ 


Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly Wednesdays; 


Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Appreciation 


Wednesdays: Hip hop, R&B, req- 
gae, Soul with Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 


YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
Indie Rock Night: indie rock 
with D} Shouldbeinaband 


Way, 426-7784 * 10341-82 
Ave, 433-9676 * Bourbon St 
(WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 St, 
438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Fi, 
10551-82 Ave, 432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 
Ave, 408-2877 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St (downstairs), 
990-1792 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 10015- 
149 St, 465-8306 


‘WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 
11712-87 Ave, 433-7800 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 428- 
1108 


WINTER'S RESTAURANT 
AND BAR 10650 Winterburn 
Rd, 429-3624 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 
St, www.yalterhours.com 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


YOUR APARTMENT 8120-10) 
St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-10) 
St, 425-6151 


AWARD WINMING CHER DAVESTOL 
SUP IN OUR KITCHEN? 


TEATS TH 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 


CAPILANO WHYTE WE: 
NOV 27-20. CHUCH BELUUIMER MOV 20-9. DERRICH SIGURDSON 
DEC2-C. JIMMY WHIEEEN DEC C-C. BOOM BOOM WINGS 


WEST MALL DOWATOW 


NOV 27-20. TIM BECHER NOY 27-20. 1MMY WHIETEN 
DEC 1-0. SAM AUGUST DEC 2-0. DERRICK SIGURDSON 
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Once upon a time in China 


Edmonton Opera 
summons up Puccini 
with lavish Turandot 


By ALLISON KYDD 


in ancient China and the spell 

created by exquisite music and 
brilliant soloists, Turandot still has 
relevance for contemporary audi- 
ences. It deals with such issues as 
trust and betrayal, the quintessential 
power struggle between the sexes, 
the difficulty of changing patterns of 
behaviour and, ultimately, the 
power of love. 

The opera, the first production of 
Edmonton Opera’s 40th season, was 
Puccini's last. It was completed by 
young Franco Alfano after the veteran 
composer's death and is often used to 


De: its exotic, fairytale setting 


YOU ALREADY 


explain the concept of verismo (i.e., 
realism) in relation to grand opera. 
Turandot was first produced in Milan 
in 1926 and is based on Carlo Gozzi’s 
version of an ancient tale that exists 
in some form in almost every culture. 
As director Brian Deedrick pre- 
sides over another day of rehearsal, 
he wears a T-shirt proclaiming IT’S 
ALL ABOUT ME, but his actions sug- 
gest otherwise. He’s concerned about 
balance, sightlines, set adjustments 


=|OPERA 


and space, always conscious of the 
effect ef the whole as he busily 
moves people about the stage until 
he gets everything right, occasional- 
ly calling a halt so he can give a pep 
talk or focus the action. 

Watching the scenes and charac- 
ters emerge, I want to know more 


KNOW ZeD ON 


TV AND THE WEB... 


NOW WE'RE GETTING INTO THE MUSIC BIZ WITH THE CD 
RELEASE OF 
“ZeD: LIVE OFF THE FLOOR”, 
SERVING UP A BOLD SAMPLING OF SOME OF TODAY'S BEST 
CANADIAN AND GLOBAL MUSIC TALENT, INCLUDING: 


BUCK 65, SAM ROBERTS, TEGAN & SARA, BRASSMUNK, 
THE WEAKERTHANS, AND MANY MORE 
4 


WHAT THE CRITICS ARE SAYING: 
“Whoever thought CBC could be so hip?” 


- The Globe and Mail 


“Number one music show you'll never see on the 
nation’s music station, MuchMusic. 


- Chart Magazine 


“I don’t know about you but I quite like ZeD... ina 


Zen-like way, of course. 


” 


- The Vancouver Sun 


Available in major record stores on December 2nd 
For more information, visit zed.cbc.ca/cd 


ZeD - weeknights at 11:25 on CBC TV 
and 24/7 on the Web at zed.cbc.ca 
BE ONE OF 10 WINNERS OF A ZeD PRIZE-PACK 
INCLUDING THE NEW CD “LIVE OFF THE FLOOR” 
AND OTHER GREAT ZeD MERCHANDISE! 


ENTER AT: 


ZED 


Send your name and 
daytime phone number to 
zed@vue.ab.ca 


s@na 
(d@p) 
PS 44 


cectelevision 


about them. First, of course, there’s 
the enigmatic central character, 
Turandot, played by Canadian 
Frances Ginzer, who’s recently 
returned to Calgary from Germany. 
She describes the opera as “very fem- 
inist, in a sense.” That description is 
a stretch, unless you think “feminist” 
is a synonym for “man-hating.” After 
all, the legendary daughter of the 
Emperor of China has been execut- 
ing her suitors because they can’t 
answer a riddle. (And you thought 
Kate from Shakespeare’s Taming of the 
Shrew was a tough customer!) 


GRANTED, TURANDOT HAS an 
excuse: one of her female ancestors 
was dishonoured at the hands of 
men and she has sworn revenge 
upon the entire sex. Still, she and 
the other principal female, the slave 
girl Liu (Sally Dibblee) are not 
immune to men. Not only do they 
find themselves entangled with the 
same man, but the most important 
decisions of their lives also revolve 
around him. Not a situation to be 
relished by the modern woman; 
however, these contemporary divas 
have found ways to relate to their 
characters. 

“1 love the role,” Ginzer says. 
“I’m still discovering things about 
her.” Hearing and seeing the “gen- 


uine hochdramatisch soprano”—a 
label Opera magazine bestowed upon 
Ginzer—in action, one begins to 
understand the complexity of Turan- 
dot’s character. The pride that is her 
birthright and her terror of the 
unknown are at war with womanly 
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pleasure and desire. 

The character of Calaf, the 
Unknown Prince of the Tartars (sung 
by popular American tenor Michae| 
Hayes), is also pivotal. Calaf is a man 
who wants more than just to possess 
a strong and desirable woman; he 
wants to know her. Liu, Calaf’s long- 
lost father Timur (Marc Embree), the 
townspeople and even Turandot’s 
father, Emperor Altoum (played 
majestically by Edmonton’s Lary 
Benson), care about the fate of the 
charismatic unknown prince. And it 
doesn’t hurt that Hayes’s aria “Nes- 
sun dorma” would melt the coldest 
heart, even in rehearsal. 

Dibblee’s role is the most tradi- 
tional one in the piece—a long-sul- 
fering woman ready to sacrifice 
herself for her beloved. Dibblee has 
no difficulty making the transition 
from dynamic modern woman to 
tragic victim; she’s been practicing 
death scenes since she was a pre- 
teen. “That's the fun of acting,” she 
says, “playing whatever you want 
to. Every actor dreams of dying 
onstage.... I’m a very emotional 
actor—feeling everything [the char- 
acter] does, approaching from @ 
raw emotional level. I can’t imag- 
ine a time when opera singers did- 
n’t act.” 

Because Puccini died before the 
opera was completed, both Ginze! 
and Dibblee speculate about what 
alterations he might have made 
had he lived. Dibblee thinks it’s sig- 
nificant he stopped where he did. 
“The death scene was as far as he 
could go,” she says. Ginzer feels h¢ 
might have further developed the 
final scene between Calaf and 
Turandot. These are provocativ® 
possibilities, but the work as it 
stands is magnificent. © 


TURANDOT 

Produced by Edmonton Opera ¢ Jubilee 
Auditorium © Sat, Nov 29, Tue, Dec 2 
and Thu, Dec 4 (7:30pm) 
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to be objective. We’re supposed to 

to avoid getting too attached to 
our subjects, all the while dispas- 
sionately relaying information and 
providing insightful commentary for 
our readers. Well, that might work 
for the guys who write for Time and 
Rolling Stone, but the predicament of 
an independent music writer in a 
city the size of Edmonton creates 
another reality altogether. 

Indeed, Edmonton’s indie rock 
scene can be more incestuous than a 
family gathering in the Ozarks, and 
I've got the goods to prove it. Take 
local rockers the Floor as a prime 
example. I’ve been close to all of 
them for years: I’ve sat in Sunday 
school with the bassist, played in 
bands with the drummer and bor- 
rowed astronomy notes from the 
guitarist. To top it off, 1 currently 
share a bathroom and at least five 
major appliances with the singer. If 
you want objectivity, look elsewhere. 
If you want insight, stay tuned. 

rhe last time I sat down with the 
four Floormen to discuss official 
business, the world was on the verge 
of war. American airplanes had start- 
ed to rain hell upon Baghdad and 
hundreds of thousands of armed 
men were preparing to march on 
Babylon, the biblical setting of 
Armageddon. Needless to say, love 
was not in the air. 

Like stealth bombers unleashing 
their deadly payloads, the Floor were 
also about to drop some heavy shit in 
the Doll EP, whose commentary on 
the ills of life in a government town 
on the fringes of a continent made it 
4 treight no less devastating (sonical- 
ly, anyway). The bureaucracy of mod- 
&rn life really did seem like rubbish 
and as we sat in a downtown bar, the 
band pontificated on war, the 
creasing absurdity of pop culture 
and the menace of reality television. 
This time around, however, the 
band seems more relaxed. Fresh 
from a photo shoot and on the eve 


| theory, journalists are supposed 


fantastic 
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of a weekend appearance at Cal- 
gary’s hallowed Night Gallery 
Cabaret, spirits are running high. 
Indeed, with a brand-new EP Autono- 
my Off/On about to hit the market 
(their second release in less than a 
year), a massive hometown CD 
release party and a new analog key- 
board in transit from a recent pur- 
chase on eBay, the band’s 
excitement is infectious. How is it 
possible that the same four guys 
could seem so different in the space 
of only a few months? Have they 
been consulting with Tony Robbins? 

“| think it has a lot to do with the 
headspace that we're in right now as 
opposed to when we started,” 
explains Matt Pahl, the band’s 
singer/guitarist. “We were pissed off. I 
think why the Doll EP came across as 
angry, was being in the job I was in. 
Sometimes it felt like the world was 
caving in. This one is, kind of, um...” 

Perhaps spotting my tape 
recorder, Pahl pulls back, but he’s 
backed up by multi-instrumentalist 
Graham Lessard. “The stuff on Doll 
is seven of the first eight songs the 
band ever wrote,” Lessard interjects. 
“Whereas now, the new stuff has 
been refined a lot more, and we’ve 
had a much more critical approach 
to writing the new stuff.” 


WHILE DOLL was all clenched fists 
and emaciated rasps, the band’s new 
EP sounds like a blast of cool air— 
esoteric and emotionally ambiguous. 
Compared to its predecessor, the 
new one is artier, better-produced 
and dare we say it, optimistic. Take a 
listen to “Isolene, I” and “Noncom” 
and you'll know exactly what I 
mean. If U2’s Achtung Baby was the 
sound of four men chopping down 
The Joshua Tree, then Autonomy 
Off/On is the sound of four men glu- 
ing together the pieces of a shattered 
Doll into something totally new. “It’s 
better, man,” says drummer Dan 
Carlyle, helpfully summarizing 
everything for me. “It’s the natural 
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evolution of the band.” 

More importantly, it sounds like 
singer Pahl has finally moved 
beyond merely paying homage to 
Ian McCullough and Mark E. Smith 
and dug deeper. In fact, if his perfor- 
mance on Autonomy is any indica- 
tion, he’s finally found his voice. 
“I’ve become a little bit better 
singer,” he agrees. “I’ve got more 
confidence than I used to.” 

The band began making Autonomy 
last spring. However, with most of the 
album in the can and only vocals left 
on the studio’s “to do” list, the Floor 
embarked on their first cross-country 
jaunt. The tour, which took them as 
far as Montreal and back again, had a 
pronounced effect on the band; not 
only did it solidify their musicianship 
and strengthen their resolve, but it 


also pushed them to not simply follow 
up Doll, but to walk all over it. When 
they returned, the band scrapped 
everything and started from scratch. 
“If we would have put those record- 
ings out,” Lessard says, “it would have 
probably sounded a lot similar to Doll. 
The sounds were more aggressive but 
also more homogenous.” 


IN LESS THAN A YEAR, the band 
(which only officially formed last 
September) has released two EPs, 
completed a full-scale national tour, 
appeared on CBC's arts program Zed 
and packed venues in Calgary and 
Vancouver with like-minded bands 
Radio Berlin and Hot Little Rocket. Is 
there a plan here or are these guys 
just chronic overachievers? “We have 
a five-year plan,” laughs Pahl. (Don’t 
forget, this is a man who once front- 
ed a band called the Politburo.) 
“Putting the second EP out so 
soon was calculated,” Lessard 
explains, “but it wasn’t as much for 
momentum as it was to represent 
what we're doing now while it’s still 
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current. When we did the CD release 
party for the Doll EP, we already had 
this EP practically written.” 

While things are definitely going 
well for the quartet, the lyrics on 
Autonomy seem to suggest that 
things aren’t all warm and fuzzy in 
Floorland. Opener “Drown Inside of 
Me,” for instance, has a haunting 
refrain (“An echo draws you to the 
water/Drown inside of me”) that 
rocks just as hard anything off Doll, 
while “Blank Reaction” is raincoat 
rock through and through. “Cloud 
of Blinding Light” contains a classic 
bit of Pahl misanthropy: “I'll be on 
the side of town,” he sings, “where 
there are no people.” 

Pahl tends to agree. “The [album] 
title has to do with the inevitability 
of certain things beyond your con- 
trol,” he says. “Sometimes, in order to 
get by, you have to succumb to cer- 
tain forces that otherwise you’d want 
to destroy, but you cannot. It’s just a 
theme; all the songs seem to revolve 
around it—it’s all I’ve been able to 
write lately. It’s just part of growing 
up. It’s always been like that. | find it 
hard to be an individual.” 

Apparently being an individual 
in the Floor isn’t as tough. While the 
various members all enjoy creative, 
um, autonomy, ego is often put on 
hold in favour of giving the songs 
what they need. “I actually think 
we’re averse to outgrowing our 
roles,” explains bassist Paul Arnusch. 
“Everybody in this band is capable 
of so many things, but we chose to 
focus on one thing in the Floor.” 

“That's more or less for the per- 
formance side of things,” Lessard 
adds. “As far as the writing, I don’t 
think anybody here has been limited 
to their instruments in terms of the 
ideas for songs.” 


MAYBE THAT'S WHAT MAKES this 
band work so well; although they 
all contribute to the greater good of 
the music, each member has a very 
distinct personality. Lessard, the 
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band’s thoughtful multi-instrumen- 
talist and multi-tasker extraordi- 
naire, has a vocabulary that would 

make even Noah Webster green 

with envy. Arnusch, who also plays 

the piano like a devil and drums 

like a demon, seems to be a natural 

at everything he does, and is the 

only man I know who can work for 

four months out of the year and 

still afford to fly to Mexico on a 
whim. Carlyle, a hopeless romantic, 
is arguably the funniest man in 
Edmonton and uses more hair prod- 
uct than an Aveda-sponsored Poi- 
son reunion tour. Pahl, the band’s 
oldest member and for all intent® 
and purposes its leader, has a CD 
collection so amazing that it would 
be the envy of Edmonton's indie 
rock scene—if he’d only let any- 
body look at it. 

Arnusch describes a typical studio 
session as a way of illustrating each 
member's personality. “We'll lay 
down a good track, and Matt will be 
like, ‘That’s awwwwwesome!” and Gra- 
ham will be, like, ‘You get an enthu- 
siastic thumbs-up for that one!’” 

Carlyle and Lessard then finish 
the scenario: “Paul goes [adopts gut- 
tural moan] ‘Wha-a-a-a-a-a-arggh.’” 

And Carlyle? Where does he fig, 
in? “I’m not even there, man,” he 
says. “I'm probably in the bathroom.” 

Jokes aside, it’s clear that the 
Floor have not only grown closer 
together since that dark, war-filled 
March night, but they’ve also expe- 
rienced a lot of personal growth. 
“Personally,” Lessard says, “I think 
that we could be really down that 
no labels have thrown a bunch of 
offers our way, but considering the 
amount of stuff we've done in the 
last year, we've got nothing to com- 
plain about.” © = 
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THE FLOOR 
Autonomy Off/On CD release party © 
With Hot Little Rocket, Dietzche V. and 
the Abominable Snowman and DJ David 
Stone * New City © Fri, Nov 28 
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Oh, the places you'll go! 


Suzie Ungerleider— 
a.k.a. Oh Susanna— 
is a credit to her 
community 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


lation or self-sufficiency,” author 
Robert D. Richardson once wrote. 
“This is not a paradox, for it-is only 
the strong individual who can frankly 
concede the sometimes surprising 
extent of his own dependence.” 
Richardson was writing about 
American poet Ralph Waldo Emer- 
son, but his words could just as easi- 
ly be applied to singer/songwriter 


Wissen or sat does not mean iso- 


Suzie Ungerleider. Under the guise of 
Oh Susanna, the Vancouver native 
retreated from her day job as a 
librarian and found her voice 
singing cathartic songs about long- 
ing and regret, becoming an inde- 
pendent recording artist and 
performer mostly out of necessity— 
she didn’t really know anyone. 


EIROOTS 


“For a long time, I was a very soli- 
tary person, doing my music,” she 
says over the phone from Toronto, 
her adopted home for the last five 
years. “Part of it was that I didn’t real- 
ly know what I was doing and I was 
more comfortable being by myself. 
Early on, people would suggest that I 


co-write with people, and that seemed 
weird. A lot of what I do is very 
cathartic and expressing this dark 
mood that I might be going through 
or that I see in other people, and to 
do that in some publishing office 
with someone seemed really wrong. 
Now I can be a bit crass with the 
whole thing because I’m not so sensi- 
tive, or maybe I'm a bit jaded now. 

“When I first started, I felt that I 
needed to discover how to write 
music and how to sing [it], and a lot 
of it had to do with being by 
myself—and it still does. Now I feel 
a lot more like I have these com- 
padres who help me out.” 

Those “compadres” happened to 
be folks like Fred Eaglesmith and Jim 
Bryson, not to mention Blue Rodeo’s 
Bazil Donovan and Bob Egan, who 
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backed Ungerleider on 
her haunting indie album 
Sleepy Little Sailor and her § 
new Self-titled debut on 
Nettwerk Records. 


MUCH OF THE NEW 
ALBUM was written short- 
ly before recording started, 
but Ungerleider credits her 
band’s input for creating 
the uptempo feel that 
dominates the disc—a 
mood perhaps best 
expressed in the first sin- 
gle, “Right By Your Side.” 
Of course, it all began with 
a simple suggestion. “One 
song, ‘Mama,’ was written as this 6/8 
soul thing,” Ungerleider says, “and 
then Bazil said, ‘Why don’t we try this 
in 4/4?’ I said I'd try it his way”—and 
here she adopts a sarcastically impa- 
tient voice—“just to make him happy.” 

The result energized the band, but 
it didn’t come without reservations 
from producer Colin Cripps. “He felt 
that the melancholy feeling in the 
lyrics would be lost,” Ungerleider says 
before laughing out loud at the mem- 
ory. “It was funny because Bazil said, 
‘I don’t want to do another album of 
waltzes, okay?’ Then I was, like, 
‘What's wrong with waltzes? Neko 
Case has albums full of waltzes!’” 


Ungerleider continues to laugh 
“That’s the thing—we were much 
more familiar with each other, tha 
you can say things like that to each 
other and not feel like you're step 
ping out of line. The record is totally 
about the personalities of the peop|; 
involved—at least, for me.” 

Perhaps finally finding a place 
amongst others has brought the real 
Ungerleider to the surface. “Or maybe 
it’s anew me altogether,” she 
responds. “Maybe I’ve become a + 
ent person, and that’s wonderful.” 


OH SUSANNA 
With Jim Bryson © Sidetrack Café ¢ Tue, Dec 2 
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ide of caution 


e Dustkickers * Black Dog « Sat, 
lov 29 (afternoon show) The Dust- 
ickers owe their existence to the match- 

aking skills of a mutual friend out in 
pronto, Who hooked up David Ayre and 
ike Berezowsky as country companions 
bout three years ago. “! showed up and 

Dave was wearing a Slayer T-shirt,” Bere- 

gowsky says. “We played Merle Haggard 
and looked at one another and smiled 

land knew it was, like, the right thing.” 
Ayre used to play thrash metal back 
in the day, but now he stands onstage 
smiling like a child, his short, clean-cut 
hair slicked far to one side. He still wields 
guitar, only now it’s acoustic and he 
strums it in a much more relaxed way, 
proof that he’s finally tapped into his 

Jong-lost prairie roots. “I took a long 

break from music, probably about six 

years,” Ayre says, whereupon Bere- 
jowsky pipes in with a fuller explanation. 

‘He went to Australia for a year. He 

Spent about half the time there working 


on a ranch and the other half living out 
of his car, reading Steinbeck by candle- 
light at night and surfing all day.” 

But Ayre’s focus was relearning 
music and it was the old sounds he’d 
heard listening to CFCW with his grand- 
father that he wanted to master. “Buck 
Owens would intentionally make all his 
songs sound really twangy and nasally 
and trebly because that’s what would go 
on AM radio,” Ayre explains. “It would 
transmit a lot better than bass sounds, 
so people would hear that a lot better 
and pick it up. Little tricks like that.” 

Ayre has the voice of a good ol’ 
country boy, and his skills are comple- 
mented by the Dustkickers’ two other 
singer/songwriters, Berezowsky and Jonn 
Ryane. Even though the group pulls off 
some nice harmonies, each member has 
a very distinctive voice. Berezowsky’s 
yowl is a little slower than Ayre’s fun and 
fancy-free approach, with a hint of folk 
stalwart Roy Forbes. And then there’s 
Ryane, who kicks up some western 
swing with a strong yet romantic timbre. 

Ryane and pedal steel player Gary 
Okrainec are the older, wiser ones in the 
group. They‘ve given the band’s young 
‘uns (rounded out by drummer Dennis 
Boisvert) some insight into the other 
world of country music, where places 
like the Transit and the Drake expect 
bands to have mastered a full repertoire 
of cover tunes. But with some younger 
blood around, Ryane and Okrainec have 
had their eyes opened to the younger 
generation of country music fans who 
are more than happy to hear a few orig- 
inals thrown into the mix. 


“| just remember, like, for the first 
probably half a year, Dave and I'd be 
doing rehearsals and Gary would go into 
a solo and Dave and | would just start 
laughing out loud,” Berezowsky recalls. 

“| started laughing,” Ayre explains, 
“cause | was so happy that this dude 
could play so rad on the steel guitar.” 


Life of Bryson 


Jim Bryson ¢ With Oh Susanna « 
Sidetrack Café * Tue, Dec 2 Christ- 
mas may still be a few weeks off, but Jim 
Bryson is coming to town with all the 
‘bah humbug’ he can muster. Thankful- 
ly, though, his down-and-out attitude 
doesn’t detract from his musical talent. 
With two releases to his name, 
Bryson has been touring everywhere— 
across Canada, across the ocean and 
back. Small wonder he has trouble see- 
ing the four days he’ll be spending at 
home before he leaves for his western 
Canadian tour with Oh Susanna as a 
welcome break. “I’m just between 
trips,” he insists. Other working musi- 
cians should be so lucky! David Francey 
bought a new house and spent just 
one day moving in with his family 
before hitting the road for five months. 
Bryson says he didn’t get to see 
much during his time overseas—he 
spent one night off in France eating take- 
out and watching television in his room. 
But Bryson loves playing in Europe, and 
especially appreciates audiences’ reveren- 
tial attitude toward musicians, the com- 
plete attention the devote to his 
performances and their willingness to 
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invest in his recordings. His two albums 
(including The Northside Benches, which 
was released last September), have both 
been well-received, but Bryson refuses to 
look on the bright side. “[The Northside 
Benches] is number 15 on the Exclaim! 
chart,” he says, “but that will probably 
change—tt will probably go down.” 
Many of Bryson’s tunes contain airy, 
emotional hooks reminiscent of Kathleen 
Edwards (he even played guitar on two of 


Edwards's albums), but if you listen close- 
ly, you'll discover some pretty depressing 
and hopeless lyrics lurking underneath 
the pretty melodies. A poopy-pants per # 
sonality like Bryson might not seem like 
much fun to be around, but the beauty 
of his music is what really matters. “That 
whole self-depreciating thing?” his label, 
Orange Records, says. “It’s genuine. But it 
hasn’t prevented Bryson from producing 
jaw-dropping original songs.” @ 


November 29, December 2 & 4, 2003 


For tickets or info 780.429.1000 © edmontonopera.com 
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HoLipAY MEMORIES 


that last a lifetime! 


Celebrate the season with friends, family, and 
your Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 


YULETIDE FANTASY iz 
) Fripay, DECEMBER 5 & 
| SatuRDAY, DECEMBER 6 @ 8PM 
| Sunpay, DECEMBER 7 @ 2PM 


From timeless classics and carols to 
playful romps in the snow, sing along 
with the ESO and the Greenwood 
Singers. Featuring special guests Sally 
Dibblee and the U of A Faculty of 
Education Handbell Ringers. All your 
treasured memories and a delightful 
surprise or two! 


Kips’ CANDY CANE CONCERT 
SaTurDAy, DECEMBER 6 @ 2Pm 


A special treat for the entire family! The ESO welcomes 
special guests U of A Faculty of Education Handbell 
Ringers, the Greenwood Singers, and one jolly old man! 
An hour-long afternoon sing-along designed for the young 
and the young at heart! 


HANDEL’S MEssiAH 
Fripay, DECEMBER 19 & 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 @ 8Pm 


One of the most beloved works of all 
time and a favourite of Edmonton 
audiences, Handel's majestic Messiah 
will bring together a brilliant all-Canadian 
cast on the Winspear Stage. The 
concert also features the award-winning 
Madrigal Singers and conductor Timothy 
Vernon. 


> 


TICKETS 


Evenings $65 - $25 * Matinees $65 - $14 
Senior & Student discounts available. 


Call 428-1414 or visit www.edmontonsymphony.com 
All performances at the Winspear Centre. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 27, 2002 
1. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (hellcat) 
2. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
3. Just Because I’m A Women — Songs Of 

Dolly Parton (sugar hill) 
4. The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow (sub pop) 
5. Sarah McLachlan — Afterglow (nettwerk) 
*“* 6, Blink 182 — Blink 182 (geffen) 
7. Emmylou Harris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 
8. Beautiful — A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northem blues) 
9. Coheed & Cambria — in Keeping Secrets Of 
Silent Earth:3 (equal vision) 
10. Against Me! — As The Etemal Cowboy (fat) 
11. Van Morison — Whats Wrong With This Picture? (blue note) 
12. Hatebreed — The Rise Of Brutality (universal) 
13. Jennifer Wames — The Well (ryko) 
14. Johnny Cash — The Man Comes Around (american) 
15. Paul Westerberg —- Come Feel Me Tremble (vagrant) 
16. Rufus Wainwright — Want One (dreamworks) 
17. Guided By Voices -— Human Amusements 
a At Hourly Rates (matador) 
18. Petra Haden & Bill Frisell -S/T (true north) 
19. Anti-Flag — The Terror Siate (fat) 
20. Iron & Wine — The Sea & The Rhythm (sub pop) 
21. The Distllers — Coral Fang (hellcat) 
22. Harry Manx & Kevin Breit — Jubilee (northem blues) 
23. DM & Jemini — Ghetto Pop Life (lex) 
24. Hawksley Workman — Lover/Fighter (universal) 
25. Edie Brickell — Volcano (universal) 
26. Steve Winwood — About Time (Sci fidelity) 
27. Kid Koala— Some Of My Best Friends Are DJ’s (ninja tune) 
28. Ann Beretta — Three Chord Revolution (union) 

29. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 

30. iced Earth — The Reckoning (spy) —— 

nal mg BGs Dee Fh at 3:00pm — 
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RAGE AGAINST 
THE MACHINE 


LIVE AT THE OLYMPIC AUDITORIUM 


/*~ On September 12th and 13th 2000, Rage 
Against The Machine performed their last 
two shows ever as a band. On those two 
nights, Rage proved once again that they 
were, without a doubt, one of the 
greatest rock bands to ever hit the stage. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


On sale now. 


By DAVID STONE 


Jay to the world 


After all the pontificating | did in last 
week’s column over the Erick Morillo 
gig at the Standard last Thursday, can 
you believe | didn’t even make it 
down? A pressing deadline tied me up, 
but plenty of you still managed to get 
over to the southside club to hear the 
American house DJ rip the place apart 
with a steady stream of jackin’ beats. 
What a few people told me the next 
day was Morillo played a far more pro- 
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A FILM BY JACK JOHNSON AND THE MALLOYS 


gressive set than 
anyone expected, 
perhaps a sign that 
Yankee house is 
headed in a new 
direction. | would 
have preferred to 
have been there 
instead of staring 
at a computer 
screen, wondering 
what to do next. 
Another DJ 
who's looking to 
reinterpret our 
definition § of 
house is Jay-J, 
who's bringing his 
Defected in the 
House tour to the 
Standard tonight 
(Thursday). The San Francisco native 
is best known for DJ sets that layer 
R&B, jazz and reggae with chugging, 
four-on-the-floor organic rhythms. 
It's surprising that not many people 
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The award winning surf film by Jack Johnson on DVD for the 
i first time, with accompanying soundtrack on CD. 


DVD features Director's Commentary, 20 minutes of extra 
bonus footage and a photo gallery. 


SOUNDTRACK FEATURES PREVIOUSLY 
UNRELEASED MUSIC BY JACK JOHNSON 


COLLECTORS 
EDITION DVD + CD 
IN STORES NOW 


know he’s been an accomplished 
producer since 1994, Starting up 
Moulton Studio Recordings in 1997 
and more recently the MultiTracked 
label. Moulton is widely acknow| 
edged as the hub of the current 
flavour of West Coast house thanks 
to Jay-J’s tight partnerships with pro- 
ducers like Chris Lum, Marques 
Wyatt and Julius Papp, as well as 
labels like Distance Music and Miguel 
Migs’s Naked Music. 

The superior quality of Moulton’; 
output, combined with his smooth 
mixing skills, has put Jay-J in the 
sights of the global clubbing industry 
particularly Defected Music in the 
U.K. The label invited Jay-) and Migs 
to collaborate on a double-disc mix 
compilation entitled In the House, 


‘which has successfully exported their 


energetic, soulful sounds to a recep 
tive worldwide audience. 

It’s also been a while since we've 
last heard from the local broken beat 
collective Subterranean Sound. Since 
their last show with Aphrodite at the 
end of the summer, the group has 
kept their profile low, playing small 
gigs and trying to break a few original 
ideas open in the studio. However, 
they’ve managed to get their energies 
behind the AK1200 show at Stars this 
Saturday. The American D} is hot off 
another touring season with the annu- 
al Planet of the Drums road show, 
which also featured fellow selectahs 
Dieselboy and Dara, but this solo out- 
ing means drum ‘n’ bass heads will 
get a heavy dose of the dark style the 
Orlando, Florida native has been rock- 
ing, recently spotlighted on the recent 
compilation At Close Range. 

AK1200 (a.k.a. Dave Minner) is 
definitely a pioneer of the Americao 
drum ’n’ bass sound; he latched onto 
the breakbeat groove in the early 90s 
and pushed into harder and faster ter- 
ritory with each passing year. Last 
year’s release of his first artist album, 
Shoottokill, wasn’t an ear-bleeding 
assault of rushing hi-hats and busting 
low-end, however, but a balance of 
dancefloor delights and chilled atmos 
pherics. As well, his remixes for the 
likes of the Crystal Method and A Tribe 
Called Quest have broadened his 
appeal to a more commercial audience 
without selling him out. He’s not 4 
bad Dj, either. © r 

‘ , ae hee 
Listen to BPM with David Stone 
Saturdays at 9 p.m. on CJSR-FM 88.5 
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Musical collaborators 
keep seeking out 
easygoing Robin 
Hunter 


py PHIL DUPERRON 


words—which is hardly surpris- 

ng, considering that he spent 
years with the Imagineers, Edmon- 
ton’s foremost purveyors of trippy 
instrumental rock. But these days 
he’s found his voice with the Six Foot 
Bullies, who are set to release their 
debut disc, Your 
Heart My Sleeve, this 
weekend. Hunter's 
obviously excited 
by the new project, but his words 
still come out in short, controlled 
bursts separated by long pauses as he 
gathers his thoughts. With his freshly 
pressed discs scheduled to be deliv- 
ered just two days before the grand 
event, perhaps he’s . 
just worried about 
how close he’s cutting 
things and doesn’t 
want to jinx himself 
with idle chatter. 

“| didn’t want it 
that way, but that’s 
the way it turned 
out,” he says. “So 
what can ya do?” 

Even though the 
Six Foot Bullies play 
Hunter’s mournful 
country tunes, it was 
actually resonator guitarist John 
Woroschuk who got the ball rolling 
by approaching Hunter one day after 
seeing him perform solo. “He really 
liked the songs,” Hunter recalls, “so 
he was like, ‘Hey. Let’s play together.’ 
And I was like, ‘Okay.’ With [standup 
bassist] Thom Golub, it was kind of 
the same thing.” 

The band started performing 
some free improvisational music 
around town before landing a gig 
with Andy Donnelly on CKUA, 
where they served as the backup 
band for Albertan singer/songwrit- 
ers like Wendy McNeill and Wilf 
Kozub during their on-air perfor- 
mances. “We did a couple of things 
Where it was right live on the 
tadio,” says Hunter. “Y'know, we'd 
Tehearse the songs a couple times 
and then go live.” 

After working together for a bit 
they realized there was an easy, nat- 
ural flow to their relationship and 
decided to put together an album. 
Your Heart My Sleeve was recorded 
this past spring and summer at Stu- 
dio Nebali with producer Mark Jenk- 
ins, a longtime friend who excitedly 
Sought them out to work on the 
disc. Hunter was happy to leave all 


Re Hunter is a man of few 


= COUNTRY 


“|: oe ali ee 
Hunter hecomes 
the hunted 


the technical decisions in Jenkins’s 
hands and that laissez-faire attitude 
extended to his players as well as all 
the design work for the disc. 

“The person who knows what 
they’re doing should do the job, 
y know,” Hunter says. “Anything to 
do with the recording is all [Jenk- 
ins]. I didn’t get involved in the 
mixing—none of that stuff. It was 
just him and his engineer guy. They 
just kinda set up the mics and we 
just played.” 


HUNTER’S YEARS of experience 
have taught him to relax and take 
things in stride. The recordings may 
contain some flaws here and there 
but a quest for 
perfection can 
ruin the feel and 
honesty of a disc. 
“You just gotta kind of let go of it,” 
he says. “You can’t force it one way 
or the other, that’s how I feel. The 
most important thing was to kind of 
capture the sound of us playing our 
music in a room somewhere. | think 


it’s really reflective.” 
The result is a fine collection of 


dark, introspective songs. The sparse 
arrangements and simple country 
flavour show an obvious progression 
from Hunter's days with the Imagi- 
neers but the occasional eerie guitar 
sound (and one recycled song) bleed 
through, hinting how he got from 
there to here. “I don’t think there's 
any way I could get away from that 
anyway,” Hunter says. “I think that 
kind of thing will just come through 
no matter what situation I’m play- 
ing in. Y’know, it'll always be there. 
That’s what [the Imagineers] was all 
about—just some guys playing 
together, playing music the way 
they wanted to hear it. Y’know— 
simple. If I made some kind of effort 
not to sound like this, it’d be kinda 
like shooting yourself in the foot in 
a way. That was you, and how are 
you supposed to change what you 
sound like?” © 


ROBIN HUNTER AND 

THE SIX FOOT BULLIES 

With AA Sound System and Little Baby 
Cupcakes * Power Plant * Sat, Nov 29 ¢ 
Simulcast on Smilin’ Jay’s Happy Hour 
(GSR 88.5 FM) 
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Special purchase pricing! 


GUITAR SPECIALS 
Gibson Les Paul Studio (2001) 


Regutar Price 


$ 1595.00 
Ebony electric with chrome hardware and case « LPSTIEBCH 


Epiphone ‘Black Beauty’ Les Paul Custom $ 765.00 
+ ELBBEBGH 


Ebony electric with gold hardware 


Epiphone SG-310 SG-style* 


Ebony electric with white pearioid pick guard ¢ EGG1PEBCH 


Epiphone Les Paul Standard* 


“Trans-biack’ electric with chrome hardware « ELPTTBCH 


Epiphone PR100 Dreadnaught” 


“Trans-black’ acoustic with chrome hardware * PRIOOTBGH 


Epiphone AJ10 Dreadnaught 
Natural acoustic with chrome 


hardware * AJIONACH 


$ 329.00 
$ 589.00 
$ 185.00 


$ 180.00 


“Unique timited edition modeis just in time for Yorkville Month!! 


Special Price 
$ 1395.00 


$ 599.00 
$ 289.00 
$ 525.00 
$ 165.00 


$ 149.95 


PA SPECIALS 


Large diaphragm multi-pattern studio 


APEX450 

tube condenser microphone outfit 
APEX850 dynamic hand-held vocal 
microphone outfit with cable and clip 


Alto S8 8-input desk mixer w/ two aux sends, 
control room & headphone outputs 


Alto S6 6-input desk mixer w/ aux send, 
control room & headphone output 


Alto ALPHACOMP 
256 preset 1/2 rack unit stereo digital compressor 


Regular Price 
$ 570.00 


$ 33.50 
$ 170.00 
$ 110.00 
$ 110.00 


ALPHAVERB 
256 preset 1/2 rack unit stereo digital multi-effects processor $ 110,00 
Apex AMM21 2ch mixer 2-input active mini-mixer 


Special Price 
$ 429.00 


$ 22.00 
$ 129.95 
$ 85.00 
$ 85.00 


$ 85.00 
$ 44.50 
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Northgate Mall 


Altin Computers 

10025 Jasper Ave., #36 
Connect 

TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave, 
Save On Telecom 
10528 ~ 102 St. 


Johnson Cellular 
10429 - 178th St., #100 
Save On Telecom 
17543 ~ 100th Ave. 
TAC Mobility 
9935 - 170 St. 
Wireless Technology 
10203 - 178th St. 
NORTH 
Communications Group 
13040 — 50 St. 
Custom Cellular 
Skyview Power Centra 
13322 - 137 Ave. North West 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 ~ 118 Ave. 
Edmonton Wireless 
10235 — 124th St, #101 
Save On Telecom 
11150 - 149 St. 
Westcan Cellular 
12604 - 126 St. 
Westcan Wireless 
12618 - 124 St. 
SOUTH 


ity pictures. =e 


8710= 51st Ave. 
Communications Group 
5926 — 99 St. 
Communications Group 
3739-99 St. 
Edmonton Cellular 
10309 - 34 Ave. 
Mobilcom Wireless 
6111-91 St. 

“~ TAC Mobility 

Cool camera phones say it instantly. Here's how: 4515 Gateway Bivd, 
Wireless City 


m Take a picture and instantly send it to another TELUS caries. sok 


camera phone’, e-mail address, or online album. ST0s 34 Ave, age 
Fort Saskatchewan 


m Attach sound, voice and text to tell the whole story. apn eae 

@ Send a picture for just 25 cents. 1042096 Avo. #350 

Leduc 

Communications 2000 

5904 — 50 St., #68 

PLUS get 30 days FREE picture messagingt pe ala 
AND Leduc Communications Inc. 

ae " 6109 - 45 St., #7 

Up to 6 months of unlimited local calling? Sheriined Paik 

Bernie's Cellular 

973 Ordze Rd. _— 


Be abide tala 
Sherwood Dr., #9 


Spruce Grove 


Maximum Mobility 
131 First Ave., #108 


Spruce Grove Sound 
a TELUS ere 
= St. Albert ; 
mobility™ ea nl 
Fires 
the future is friendly® Save On Telecom 
229 St. Albert Centre 


Stony Plain - 
Starview i 
5101 — 48th St., #107 


F 
For immediate in store activation visit a TELUS Mobility authorized dealer or select retailers today. To activate online visit telusmobility.com 
uTuresHor ln «= WAL-MART =F. oceans) Misioms ZO EME) Compact © Onetcenmror (RE 


Phone not available at all locations. Picture Messaging is only available in our 1X digital coverage area, For more details and to see a coverage map visit telusmobility.com. NeW activations only, offers valid until December 31, 2003. *Only TELUS Mobility clients with Picture Messaging will be able to view picture messages from their 

set. All other clients will be able to view piclure messages online using a PC computer. +Offer includes 30 days at sending and receiving picture messaging from the date of activation. Sign a 2 year term contract and get 3 months of unlimited local calling in Sig a 3 year term contract and get 6 months of unlimited local cali"? 

Canada Offer aunilahle an the frlirwina rate nlane: Talk 20 Talk 7% Tall SA Talk 75 Talk 100 Tall 150 Talk Weekend Free Time W Tall Af Plic © 2002 TH E-RAORIL F COMPANY 
wet — 
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At some point over the last couple of 
years, the members of Blink 182 must 
have looked at one of their songs and 
asked themselves, “What’s my age 
again?” Maybe it was more candles on 
the birthday cake. Maybe it was having 
kids. Maybe it was the side projects 
(Boxcar Racer, Transplants). But on 
this, their sixth album, the So-Cal jok- 
ers appear to have left their puerile 
antics behind and grown up, emerging 
from their poo-encrusted chrysalis with 
14 songs of remarkable maturity and 
sparkling originality. 

Gone are the snotty, pull-my-finger 
anthems, replaced by engaging, well- 
crafted, personal lyrics and innovative 
production. The spitting attitude is still 
there, but songs like “Stockholm Syn- 
drome” and “Violence” are blatant 
attempts at broadening their creative 
horizons, dropping some post-punk 
artiness and sophistication into their 
pop-punk formula, while “All of This” 
(a collaboration with the Cure’s Robert 
Smith) and “Obvious” find the group 
unashamedly reveling in their child- 
hood influences. Growing older does- 
n't mean getting boring, they’ve 
realized. Adulthood really does suit 
them well. te etkey = —Dave JoHNsTON 


SMALL BROWN BIKE 

THE RIVER BED 

(SMALLMAN) 

0 = 
When Small Brown Bike’s last EP, Nail 
Yourself to the Wall, came out, | was 
excited. It sounded like they were get- 
ting ready to put out another strong 
full-length after some line-up changes. 
They did. Then they broke up. 

While the band is apparently dead, 
their new album, The River Bed, still 
walks the earth, ready to haunt us with 
the passionate post-hardcore that 
marked the Michigan band’s life. There 
was a certain je ne sais quoi that 
allowed SBB to avoid caricature without 
Softening the feelings they poured into 
their songs. This is why it feels wrong 
lo use the dreaded terms “emo” or 
“hardcore” to describe them. 

The River Bed demonstrates this 
Guality from the very first song, 
Deconstruct/Rebuild,” on which dri- 
YIN guitars combine with singer Mike 
Reed’s intense vocals to create a mood 
Of triumph despite the dour lyrics. The 
band only starts to lose it on the pair of 
weepy, mushy ballads that close the 
album and which almost sound like the 
work of a different band. 

SBB’s demise came too early, and 
his album can only hint at what they 
Might have done had they found a 


WHEAT 

PER SECOND, PER SECOND, 

PER SECOND... EVERY SECOND 
(SONY) 

ee ee 
Wheat has earned itself a solid reputa- 
tion as a lo-fi indie-rock holdout, but 
that all changes with their debut effort 
for a major label. With longtime Flam- 
ing Lips collaborators Dave Fridmann 
and Michael Ivins teaming up behind 
the soundboard, it would be impossi- 
ble not to expect Wheat to blow their 
major-label budget on a record that 
goes in more directions than a Paris 
traffic circle. 

But Fridmann gives up his usual 
post as mad musical scientist for a 
wall-of-sound pop-production 
approach that owes much more to 
Phil Spector than it does to his earlier 
work with the Lips and Mercury Rev. 
Wheat’s songs are packed with over- 
the-top guitar melodies and drums 
pushed right to the front of the mix, 
and it becomes obvious early on that 
this album represents nothing more 
than 12 successive attempts to write a 
radio-friendly single. 

The result is an effort that only 
makes the listener feel uncomfortable; 
you know the talent is there to create 
something truly fucked-up and inter- 
esting, but after the third or fourth 
stab at an empty pop hit you just want 
to scream at the stereo, like it was a car 
stuck in first gear. It’s obvious that 
these songs are forced, the work of 
musicians who are trying to please a 
demographic before pleasing them- 
selves. Please... a little more self-indul- 
gence next time. #% —Steven SANDOR 
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top 10 sellers 


01. chutes too narrow the shins 

02. echoes the rapture 

03. the decline of british sea power 
04. transatlanticism death cab for cutie 
05. winter hymn... do make say think 
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WELCOME TO POPPY'S 


FUN LOVIN’ CRIMINALS 

WELCOME TO POPPY’S 
(SANCTUARY/BMG) 
ee 
It's not fair to hold a new FLC album to 
the same standards of bands like 
Radiohead or Queens of the Stone 
Age. After all, ever since the smash-hit 
success of “Scooby Snacks” back in the 
‘90s, the Criminals have inundated the 
world with fusion songs that aren’t 
meant to be anything more than back- 
ground music at weekend keggers. 

In a month or so, we can judge 
whether or not Welcome to Poppy’s 
has been a success if: (a) we regularly 
it blaring from Whyte Ave car stereos 
at about two in the morning; (b) it’s 
playing in the background the next 
time we attend a party where the 
main attraction is a frosted-hair jock 
smashing beer cans against his fore- 
head; or (c) when a track from the 
album is selected on the Garneau Pub 
jukebox and you can admit to your 
friends that even though you can’t 
remember the song’s name it’s kind of 
a guilty pleasure. 

It all boils down to this: will frat- 
boys drink and dance to Welcome to 
Poppy’s or not? Through the first five 
tracks, the answer is unclear. On “Too 
Hot” and “Living on the Streets,” FLC 
explores some ‘70s disco, soul and 
funk hues that they’ve never tried out 
before. But when the hip-hop beats 
and the cries of “doobie, doobie- 
DOO!” in the sure-to-be-hit-single 
“You Got a Problem” kick in, the band 
shows that while they may be one-trick 
ponies, they still excel at that one trick. 
Yr te —STEVEN SANDOR 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords net 


06. the earth is not... explosions in the sky 
07. dear catastrophe waitress belle & sebastian 
i menomena 


CHAPTERS LIVE 
Oh Susanna 


Every artist rides the switchbacks of direct comparison before 
they earn the right to step into their own musical shoes and leave a 
customized footprint. At first, Canadian singer-songwriter Oh Susanna 
might have been Dylanesque with her stark intense narratives. 

As she developed, she was sometimes called (Gillian) Welchesque 
for her mountain-air monologues. With the arrival of a third, 
full-length, self-titled album, the time for the lazy likening of Suzie 
Ungerleider to anyone else has passed. With its depth of 
accomplishment to delight everybody that hears it, the only 
description from this record on can be Oh Susanna-esque. 


Tuesday, December 2, 1-2pm - Chapters Strathcona 


also performing live December 2 - Sidetrack Cafe 
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Canadian Beauty 


Falling Angels 
shows Canadian 
suburbs can be just 
as dysfunctional as 
American ones 


By CHRIS WANGLER 


North Americans love our 
Were: dysfunction, don’t 
we? By some mysterious logic 

of postmodern voyeurism, we take 
great pleasure in Todd Solondz’s 
twisted characters, such as the 
pedophile from Happiness, or the 
increasingly farcical conflicts depicted 


in American Beauty and The Ice Storm. 
But do these films reflect the reali- 
ties of life in the St. Alberts and Sher- 
wood Parks of the world? Do they 
show, for instance, that family dys- 
function is often quite functional, 
with each member playing a role, 


=IDRAMA 


sometimes for years on end, before a 
crisis causes the whole seething caul- 
dron to bubble over? This is the world 
that Falling Angels explores. While 
this beautifully photographed film, 
based on Barbara Gowdy’s debut 
novel, is nowhere near as funny or dis- 
turbing as its American cousins, it qui- 


THE MOST POWERFULLY 
“HAUNTING FILM OF THE YEAR 


“THE MISSING’... TAKES” 


US ON A DARK... 
MYSTICAL TRIP. 
CATE BLANCHEIT IS 
SIMPLY WONDERFUL’ 


RICHARD SCHICKEL, TIME MAGAZINE 


TOWERING ACTORS’ 


JEFFREY LYONS, 
NBC-TV 


etly grapples with some heady themes, 
making it one of the more memorable 
Canadian pictures of the year. 

Don Mills, Ontario, 1969. The 
only thing Jim Field (Callum Keith 
Rennie) and his wife Mary (Miranda 
Richardson) seem to have in common 
is alcoholism. Back in their salad days, 
when the domineering Jim liked to 
force the family to retreat to his back- 
yard bomb shelter for nuclear holo- 
caust drills, the couple still had the 
energy to fight. Ten years later, as their 
three daughters reach adolescence, the 
tension has become a domestic Cold 
War, with the family’s chilly yellow 
suburban living room serving as 
ground zero. While Jim boasts emptily 
about the family’s former glories, part- 
ly to disguise his current extramarital 
infidelities, Mary lies on the couch all 
day, semi-catatonic, sipping rye from a 
porcelain coffee cup. 

The girls cope in different ways. 
Lou (Katherine Isabelle), the sarcastic 
middle child and the film’s most sym- 
pathetic character, never misses an 
opportunity to spite her tyrant father, 
smoking in the house and tuning out 
with Tom (Kett Turton), her new hip- 
pie boyfriend, in his VW van. Lou’s 
sisters, the fat yet sensitive Norma 
(Monté Gagné) and the clueless Sandy 
(Kristin Adams), show some sympa- 
thy for their overzealous father, but 
begin to break free after some unusual 


How it all fell together 


sexual awakenings. All three, howev- 
er, must keep an eye on their increas- 
ingly unpredictable mother, who 
becomes like a family pet that wants 
to escape. When Mary begins to teeter 
on the edge (quite literally), the Fields 
are forced to confront a dark secret 
that is at the root of all the turmoil. 


SHOT IN SASKATCHEWAN, Falling 
Angels lovingly recreates Canadian 
suburbia in the late 1960s, It’s a sunny, 
cold and oddly apolitical place, echo- 
ing with forgotten pop songs and old 
CBC reruns. In his second feature, 
director Scott Smith shows a careful 
eye for the symbolic significance of 
postwar domestic spaces such as base- 
ments and barren subdivision streets. 
His largely Canadian cast is excellent 
throughout, especially rising star 
Katherine Isabelle (Insomnia, Ginger 
Snaps), who plays the feisty Lou with 
deadpan brilliance. As an added 
bonus, Mark McKinney, the Kids in the 
Hall and SNL alumnus, appears in a 
funny if slightly unsettling role. 

The most fascinating—and disap- 
pointing—character is the melan- 
cholic Mary, who is the centre of the 
home and the action. Like Julianne 
Moore's character in The Hours, Mary 
suffers from some paralyzing form of 
postpartum depression. But like so 
many similar postwar wives, her grief 
goes largely unexpressed. In such a 


challenging role, two-time Osca, 
nominee Miranda Richardson con. 
veys a great deal through empty 
glances and lethargic inactivity 
Unfortunately, an otherwise excellen; 
script by poet and editor Esta Spal. 
ing doesn’t give her quite enough) 
dialogue to work with, causing sore 
of the story developments, particular. 
ly the climax, to seem overly sponta. 
neous. The ending, in which the gir; 
travel to Niagara Falls with thei; 
bereft dad, departs quite freely from 
Gowdy’s novel and is equally unsatis- 
_fying, partly because it is a bit forced 
Perhaps these shortcomings say 
more about the difficulties of adapt. 
ing a talented writer’s work than the 
passion the filmmakers brought to 
this labour of love. This isn’t the first 
time Gowdy’s work has been made 
into a movie, nor will it be the last (in 
1996, Lynne Stopkewich turned one 
of her stories into Kissed, an odd but 
touching story of a female necrophili- 
ac). In spite of its concessions, Falling 
Angels is faithful to Gowdy’s charac- 
ters and dark humour, providing 4 
highly realistic and undeniably Cana- 
dian portrait of a postwar family. © 


FALLING ANGELS 
Directed by Scott Smith ¢ Written by 
Esta Spalding e Starring Miranda 
Richardson, Callum Keith Rennie and 
Katherine Isabelle * Opens Fri, Nov 28 


VW: The exteriors have the feel of the prairies. Was 


that intended? 
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Falling Angels, the second feature from 33-year-old direc- 
tor Scott Smith, is a notable departure from his self-pro- 
duced and directed debut Rollercoaster (2000), a dark teen 
drama set in a PNE-style amusement park. When | talked 
to him over the phone from Vancouver, Smith told me 
about the prairies, the Canadian Cold War and the chal- 
lenges of adapting fiction into film. 


Vue Weekly: Any Edmonton connections in Falling Angels? 

Scott Smith: Edmonton’s my home town! | was born 
there. Callum Keith Rennie (Jim Field) is from Edmonton 
too. It’s funny. Of the handful of B.C. filmmakers who work 
out in Vancouver, especially the ones | went to film school 
with, a lot of them are actually from the prairies. 

VW: Speaking of the prairies, whose decision was it to 
shoot in Saskatchewan? The book is actually set in Don 
Mills, Ontario. f 

$$: During the writing, |, was thinking about where we 
could find a 1950s neighbourhood that looked like it could 
be in the ‘60s. To me, the biggest key was small or no trees. 
But even if you can find that kind of neighbourhood in Van- 
couver or Toronto, most have 50-year-old trees. In the end, 


we chose Regina. But as we flew into the city, | noticed that 


where the prairie met the city, the trees started. | thought 
to myself, “God, there's a lot of trees here.” After we land- 
ed, the taxi driver told us that about 300,000 
were planted in the city in the ‘40s! We spent an 
looking for a neighbourhood without elm tre 
n’t find One of the Saskatchewan producers 


SS: It’s interesting. When we started shooting in Moose 
Jaw, we noticed that the light was so fantastic. A lot of peo- 
ple from the prairies have noticed this when they see the 
film. But people who grew up in Toronto or Vancouver dur- 
ing the ‘60s also swear that it’s what their neighbourhoods 
looked like there too. Maybe it’s because we worked from 
the producer’s and Barbara Gowdy’s photos of Don Mills 
and my parents’ photographs from Edmonton. 

VW: So what exactly makes this film so specifically 
Canadian? 

SS: With respect to the Cold War, our perspective 4s 
Canadians is very different than the U:S. and even lags 
behind the U.S. The ‘60s in-Canada were really about the 
death of the ‘50s. After the horrors of the Second World 
War, there was a complicity—an agreement not to men- 
tion the war. This informed family life and is partly what 
Barbara’s book is about. . 4 

Vw: How much of Barbara Gowdy’s novel did you 
and screenwriter Esta Spalding keep in and how much did 
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bus van Sant’s 
yannes prizewinner 
fers NO explanations 
or Columbine 


y JOSEF BRAUN 


ymewhere between last spring, 
when I first heard about Gus van 
ant’s Elephant (after it won both 
he Palme d’Or and Best Director 
wards at Cannes) and the other week, 
hen | finally saw it, I’d managed to 
prget what the fuss was all about. This 
a kind of forgetfulness I find very 
warding: I’m able to walk into a cin- 
ma, get comfortable and be genuine- 
y surprised by what appears onscreen 
difficult task these days given the 
biquity of the movie hype machine). 
Elephant begins quietly with cred- 
s appearing over time-lapse shots of 
Jouds (reminiscent of earlier van Sant 
as like My Own Private Idaho), some 
ower lines and voices of teens, a 
ombination innocuous enough to 
| foreboding. The next image is of a 
ong, bird’s-eye shot of a car swerving 
lown a suburban street, narrowly 
pissing a cyclist and running stop 
gns before pulling over. At this point 
e see inside the car, where a son is 
sking his drunken father to trade 


places with him so that they can fin- 
ish the remainder of the drive to 
school in one piece. The scene’s both 
funny and very sad and, though it 
bears no direct relationship to the rest 
of the film, it somehow perfectly sets 
the tone for everything that follows. 
Soon we're inside Watt High 
School in van Sant’s home of Port- 
land, Oregon (the fact that van Sant 
found a school named after a Samuel 
Beckett novel seems telling). Harris 
Savides’s camera flows down the hall- 
ways, trailing behind students’ heads 


DRAMA 


(all of the actors are real high school 
students), evoking both a documen- 
tary feel and the creepy Steadicam 
shots from The Shining. Once the cam- 
era ventured outside to watch some 
kids practice football while 
Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata played 
on the soundtrack, it finally hit me: 
oh yeah, this is the Columbine movie. 
And by the time Elephant was half 
over, some part of me was begging for 
the shooting to begin because the sick 
feeling of dread in my stomach had 
become nearly unbearable. 


AS UNLIKELY AS the scenario may be 
(and reading this review won't help), 
not knowing what Elephant is about 


he Elephant of surprise = 


puts you at a great advantage—the 
baggage strapped to this film 1s hefty 
enough even if you come to it with 
no expectations. Many have lashed 
out against van Sant’s response to the 
tragic teen shooting because of its 
supposed irresponsibility: as opposed 
to Michael Moore’s Oscar-winning 
Bowling for Columbine, Elephant offers 
no solid explanations, no answers to 
what went wrong (though Moore’s 
case regarding the availability of 
weapons in the U.S. is clearly 
addressed). But if you value your own 
ability to feel, think and interact with 
movies, you might agree with me 
that this lack of conclusiveness is one 
of the film’s greatest virtues. 

Elephant isn’t a perfect film but a 
probing, conflicted, at times unsure 
and ultimately very valuable one, 
both aesthetically and sociologically. 
If one thing we can all agree on is the 
importance of really spending time 
with young people; you can’t fault 
van Sant here for his attempt to do 
just that. Very little, to my eye, seems 
imposed upon the kids in Elephant. If 
they seem too neatly confined into 
roles of jocks, nerds, pretty bulimic 
girls (who all nonchalantly assemble 
in the toilet to bring up lunch) and 
outsiders, you probably need to spend 
more time in a high school. (And it’s 
worth noting that John and Eli, two 


of the first kids we meet, don’t fit into 


Benzina tells a 
ouped-up tale of 
etrol-oumping, 
other-killing lesbians 


y JOSEF BRAUN 


fter the sloppy, juvenile nihilism of 
! the grossly overrated and ultra-vio- 


he goofy play on convention and 
imale action fantasy in Italian director 
fonica Stambrini’s feature debut Ben- 
ina seems all the more charming. 
ased on the novel by Elena Stancanel- 
Benzina is in many ways a very silly 
hovie, but it’s often quite a sly one 
20, removing the significance of gen- 
et from the Oedipus myth and blend- 
6 a number of exploitation genres 
to something fresh and fun, even if 
le tone is more lightweight (and less 
oody) than audiences prefer their 
male empowerment flicks to be. 

“So you quit school to become a 
sbian gas station attendant,” says 
ne bold, buxom mama (Mariella 
blentini) of wallflower runaway 
‘ella (Maya Sansa) as she enters said 

S Station in a cream-coloured 
Wer suit. Attractive, bourgeois and 
© epitome of straight, Stella’s 
Other has come to reclaim her 
ughter from the clutches of sexy, 

2y-haired petrol-pumper Lenni 


nas Menagerie 


(Regina Orioli) and send her back to 
school to empower herself the old- 
fashioned way: through middle-class 
education. Mama’s power over Stella 
is clearly wrapped up in a mixture of 
deeply ingrained authority, physical 
intimidation and not-so-subtle sexu- 
al manipulation, and it comes as no 
surprise that once Lenni, detester of 
authority figures and defender of 


sexual freedom, bursts into the 
room, Mama is going to have to die. 


THIS “ACCIDENTAL” DEATH is lazily 
thrown together, but it serves a pur- 
pose: nothing is going to happen for 
Stella until her oppressor is eliminat- 
ed. And just as soon as Stella and 
Lenni get the station tidied up and 
conceive of a plan to dispose of 
Mama's remains, trouble arrives with 
the first of many appearances of an 
obnoxious carload of rednecked brats 
and their camcorder-wielding Maxim 
cover girlfriend (precisely the kind of 
idiots who violently resent any 
woman who doesn’t have girl-on-girl 
sex solely for the benefit of straight 
men). So while Stella copes with the 
voice of her mother that still haunts 
her conscience and grapples with her 
sexual identity, Lenni tries to ward off 
suspicion of any foul play with her 


sneer—but once the girls hit the road, 
assholes never seem far behind. The 
point underlying the two women’s 
adventure is that one must learn to 
trust in the other’s youthful inexperi- 
ence, while the other needs to have 
faith in her girlfriend’s recklessness. 

Benzina is more Russ Meyer than 
Baise-Moi, more B-movie than snuff- 
porn. The sex in Benzina is softcore 
and should appeal to sensibilities 
both gay and straight, although the 
first love scene (which takes place 
during Stella’s first job interview with 
Lenni) is really dumb. But thankfully, 
Stambrini, her fine, foxy actors and 
screenwriter Anne Riitta Ciccone are 
in on the joke and simply ask us to 
play along. The particular brand of 
voyeurism and trashiness on display 
in Benzina also means that sex and 
death are permanently intertwined, 
flowing on the same circuit, so that 
even when the girls pass the scene of 
a fatal highway accident, the dead 
motorcyclist sprawled out on the 
pavement reveals a hefty bundle of 
cleavage bulging from beneath her 
black leather jacket. J.G. Ballard 
would no doubt be pleased. © 


BENZINA 

Directed by Monica Stambrini * Written 
by Anne Riitta Ciccone and Monica 
Stambrini © Starring Maya Sansa, Regina 
Orioli and Mariella Valentini * Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel ¢ Fri-Mon, Nov 28-Dec 
1 (9pm) * Metro Cinema © 425-9212 


quick wit and her appealing Joan Jett 


Alicia Miles and John Robinson in Elephant 


any category at all.) If Elephant makes 
any huge point, it has to do with the 
way conformity—in all its manifesta- 
tions—can rob kids of foresight and 
self-worth even more than the abuse 
or expectations of their peers. 


THE FILM’S TITLE refers to two 
things: Alan Clarke's identically 
titled short film (which initially 
inspired van Sant) about a series of 
killings in Northern Ireland that gave 
no clue as to who bears responsibility 
for them, and, more directly, an 
image that appears in the back- 
ground of the home of one of van 
Sant’s two killers. Van Sant has said 
that the film is about this “elephant 
in the living room that no one wants 
to mention.” Whether van Sant feels 
there’s something essential attached 
to this symbol or whether it’s simply 
his equivalent to Citizen Kane's 
“Rosebud” is entirely ambiguous. 
The kids who wind up killing their 
schoolmates in Elephant are initially 
interchangeable with the other char- 
acters. It’s only close to the end that 


we learn enough disquieting facts 
about them to distinguish them: a 
vague interest in fascism, a frustraté# 
musical talent and a pact that seem- 
ingly can’t be reversed. (The latent 
homosexuality that emerges strikes 
me as inconsequential: it’s more a 
last-ditch attempt at affection than a 
declaration of sexual preference.) 
Inevitably, when the killings 
finally do commence, Elephant just 
sort of fizzles out, the murderers’ 
expressionless faces revealing nothing 
and the final moment merely empha- 
sizing the randomness of it all. Still, 
what we're left with is more useful 
than any polemic: one person’s 
attempt to recreate the ominou 
events leading up to a disaster, a hunt 
for scattered clues that will offer each 
viewer different information that 
they can only piece together after- 
ward in their own individual ways. © 


ELEPHANT 

Written and directed by Gus van Sant 
Starring Alex Frost, Eric Deulen and John 
Robinson © Opens Fri, Nov 28 
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How the drunk stole Christmas 


Bad Santa is the 
most hilariously 
cynical holiday 
comedy ever made 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


over the weekend, which as you 

may know takes place in London 
during the Christmas season and con- 
cludes with an absolutely shameless 
sequence involving three or four dif- 
ferent sets of Londoners running 
around on Christmas Eve desperately 
declaring their love for each other. 
Snow’s falling everywhere, there’s a 
bunch of cute little grade-schoolers 
putting on a massive Christmas 
pageant, cheerful orchestral music 
blares from the soundtrack every time 
someone kisses someone else and, if 
wou're like me, the whole ghastly 
thing is as stomach-turning as down- 
ing an entire punchbowl of eggnog in 
a single gulp. 

Which is why I laughed ’so hard at 
Bad Santa, in which Billy Bob 
Thornton plays one of the most repre- 
hensible main characters in cinematic 
history—a bitter, foul-mouthed, alco- 
holic, self-loathing criminal whose 


Ss: I finally went to see Love Actually 


FIM FESTIVAL SP 


“FEARLESS!” 


-Roger Ebert, 
CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


“MESMERIZING"” 


-Desson Howe, 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY! 


preferred modus operandi is to hire 
himself out as a shopping mall Santa, 
use his position to scope out the 
store’s security system, rob the place 
blind on Christmas Eve and live on 
the profits until next December rolls 
around. Let me tell you, in a world 
where Love Actually reigns supreme, 
moments like the one in Bad Santa 
where a kid says he wishes he could 
get.a stuffed pink elephant for Christ- 
mas, to which Thornton replies, 


=|COMEDY 


“Well, kid, why don’t you wish in one 
hand and shit in the other and see 
which one fills up Sig are like a 
balm to the soul. 

Bad Santa was executive-produced 
by Joel and Ethan Coen, who also 
came up with the film’s basic con- 
cept. But even though John Requa 
and Glenn Ficarra get sole screenplay 
credit, the Coens’ sensibility still per- 
vades the entire enterprise, from the 
hilarious deadpan voice-over Thorn- 
ton recites from his barstool over the 
opening credit sequence (the words 
Bad Santa appear on the screen just as 
Thornton stumbles into the alleyway 
behind the bar and vomits into the 
snow) to the delight the film takes in 
watching small-time crooks devise 


Elvis Mitchell, THE NEW YORK 


“EXHILARATING! 


More than any director working today, Gus Van Sant 
understands what a deadly serious business youth can be.’ 


-Karen Durbin, ELLE 
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brilliant plans to strike it rich, only to 
have greed, incompetence, double- 
crossing partners and cruelly bad luck 
conspire to screw them all up. 
(Oddly, Bad Santa feels more like a 
Coen film than Intolerable Cruelty, 
which Joel actually directed.) 
Supposedly, the film is the story 
of Thornton’s redemption—he winds 
up serving as a kind of father figure 
to a lonely fat kid (Brett Kelly) whose 
read dad is serving a prison term for 
embezzlement—but except for the 
very last scene the script sustains a 
nearly toxic level of misanthropy 
from the moment Thornton appears 
onscreen. This is a Christmas movie 
whose most heartwarming plot devel- 
opment involves Thornton beating 
up a bunch of little kids. (“I think I’ve 
turned a corner,” he says later. “It felt 
like I was finally doing something 
constructive with my life.”) 


IT’S NOT THAT Thornton takes any- 


particular pleasure in being rude to 
every kid who sits on his lap; the 
beauty of his performance is the way 
he suggests the character can’t even 
be bothered anymore to pretend he’s 
interested in them. Or life, for that 
matter. When one kid says he wants 
something that sounds like “a fraggle 
stick car” for Christmas, all Thornton 
can say in reply is “What the fuck is 


www.odeonfilms.com 
BEST — 


2003 C. 
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SCOTT SPEEDMAN 
ann MARK RUFFALO 


Billy Bob Thornton and Lauren Graham in Bad Santa 


that?” That might not sound like a 
particularly inspired bit of dialogue 
on the page, but Thornton packs so 
much bone-dead, hungover weari- 
ness into his voice—as if the effort of 
figuring out what the hell a “fraggle 
stick car” is might be enough to tip 
him over into the final abyss of 
despair—that the line gets one of the 
biggest laughs in the entire movie. 
There are a few moments where it 
feels as though the film is indulging 
in-tastelessness for tastelessness’ 
sake—like the scene that begins with 
a pointless close-up of the spoonful 
of stool softener that Bernie Mac 
(playing a shifty store detective) is 
stirring into a glass of water. But for 
the most part, director Terry Zwigoff 
keeps the mood invigoratingly cyni- 
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cal and raunchy instead of mere| 
ugly and mean-spirited. (He even pro, 
vides a lovely final role for the |atd 
John Ritter as a wimpy store ma anag 
er.) Zwigoff first came to moviegoer 
attention with Crumb, his bril|; 

documentary about grouchy, : 
cial cartoonist R. Crumb, and 
Santa is a film Crumb would definite 
ly approve of. It’s a rotten fruitcake of 
a movie, a dirty snowbank, a 
suit with stains on the crotch— 
it’s exactly what I wanted for Christ 
mas this year. O 


BAD SANT 
Directed by Terry Zwigoff * Written by 
John Requa and Glenn Ficarra ¢ Star 
Billy Bob Thornton, Tony Cox, Brett 
and Bernie Mac ¢ Opens Fri, Nov 28 
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20n Howard’s 

he Missing is an 
citing but 
yorderline-racist 
adventure yarn 


y MINISTER FAUST 


ne Missing, Ron Howard’s new 
genre-crossing feminist/mystical 
Western/chase picture based on 
homas Eidson’s novel The Last 
ide, stars Tommy Lee Jones as 
ones, a tracker of (originally) inde- 
erminate ethnicity who reunites 
ith his estranged daughter Maggie 
Bilkeson (Cate Blanchett). Gilkeson, 
folk-doctor and tough frontier- 
yoman in 19th-century New Mexi- 
o, is fighting to save her daughter 
ho’s been kidnapped by a band of 
pache deserters from the U:S. 
rmy who sell white women into 
fexican prostitution. Gilkeson is 
trong, but she’ll need Jones’s 
owledge of Apache culture and 
is capacity for violence if she’s to 
etrieve her daughter before the kid- 
appers reach the Mexican border. 
je Missing is about the clash of 
orlds: between parents and chil- 
en, between invaders and indige- 


nous people, between past and 
future—as well as the handful of 
people who embody both sides of 
those conflicts and who may heal 
and seal those rifts. 

The Missing is a troubling crea- 
ture which has been denounced as 
racist (by the online magazine Slant) 
and shallow (by Entertainment Week- 
ly), mostly because of its depiction of 
its Apache characters. The Missing 
may not be as bad as Birth of a 
Nation, but it’s disturbing and infuri- 
ating nonetheless. In real life, Ameri- 


WESTERN 


can Indians are at the absolute 
bottom of American opportunity but 
at the top of American misery; this 
film does nothing to engage their 
culture or the calculated European 
genocide against them beyond a few 
throwaway sentences. 

Ron Howard and screenwriter 
Ken Kaufman refuse to engage the 
humanity of their First Nations 
characters except for the few who 
are “good Injuns”—good because 
they’re willing to kill other Indians 
to rescue white women. The “bad 
Injuns,” meanwhile, are not much 
more complex than rabid badgers. 
They’re not allowed to be complex; 


their selling of white women into 
Mexican prostitution reinforces the 
notion of “bad darkies” that was 
such a mainstay of the Western 
genre, and much of American film, 
period—a manifestation of racist 
fear magnified through the fear of 
polluting white womanhood. Yes, 
the film pays homage to Native 
American culture more than it does 
to Native Americans, but the charac- 
ter who’s the main source of that 
homage undercuts the homage 
itself. It’s a rather comfortable geno- 
cidal invader position to take: we 
hunted you to near-extinction but 
gosh, you had a swell culture with 
all your spirits and nature-know- 
how and beads and such. 


AND YET I CAN’T DENY that The 
Missing is a thrilling motion picture 
with some fascinating characters 
and scenes that put cold, sharp steel 
right at my throat, not to mention 
gaspingly beautiful panoramas that 
made me want to take a wilderness 
trek. Cinematographer Salvatore 
Totino lovingly paints the screen 
with wintry prairies, badlands and 
distant mountains, and his con- 
stant attention to animals renders 
them strikingly alive in way that 
I've never seen before. 

Cate Blanchett and Tommy Lee 
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Cate Blanchett and Tommy Lee Jones in The Missing 


Jones have superb chemistry as 
daughter and father, and the perfor- 
mance of Evan Rachel Wood (from 
Thirteen) as Blanchett’'s daughter is 
especially impressive. The film is as 
much about strong women as it is 
about strong children. They’re real 
kids—afraid and petulant and fool- 
ish and immature and curious and 
strong and brave and ultimately 
heroic. Despite a far too easy end- 
ing and a few pacing lulls (the film 
is too long), The Missing is exciting 
in a grand, old-Hollywood way, 
from panoramas to punch-outs. A 
few moments of violence, from a 
tooth-pulling to a murder, are so 
perfectly constructed that they 
reached right inside me and yanked 
my spinal cord. 


At the same time, the more I 
think about this film, the more 
angry I get at its depiction of native 
peoples. I’m all in favour of Holly- 
wood backing away from desexual- 
ized, hyper-saintly, saccharine “safe 
darkies” who wouldn't scratch a tick 
on a dick. I’m not against the idea of 
a movie that contains Indian vil- 
lains. But a millennial audience has 
a right to explore the richness and 
complexity of all a film’s characters,* 
not just the ones played by famous 
white actors. © 


THE MISSING 

Directed by Ron Howard * Written by 
Ken Kaufman ¢ Starring Tommy Lee 
Jones, Cate Blanchett and Evan Rachel 
Wood ¢ Now playing 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


oO Bad Santa (CO, FP) Billy Bob Thorn- 
ton, Tony Cox, Bernie Mac and Lau- 
k-47a ren Graham star in Ghost World 
PICK é : 
irector Terry Zwigoff's ultra-cynical 
Yuletide comedy about an alcoholic, down- 
at-heel thief who plans to rob a department 
store while working as a mall Santa, only to 
have his conscience pricked when he 
befriends a lonely eight-year-old boy. 


ral) Benzina (M) Regina Orioli and Maya 

Sansa star in director Monica Stambri- 
PICK ni’s outrageous road movie about a pair 
b. of Italian lesbians who leave the mid- 

“dle-of-nowhere gas station they operate 
together and hit the highway for a Thelma and 
Louise-style series of misadventures. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, Nov 28-Dec 1 (9pm) 


Downtime (M) Winnipeg director Greg 
Hanec’s landmark low-budget 1986 film, a 
bleak but grimly funny portrait of young 
people trying to survive their lack of money 
and their understimulating prairie surround- 
ings. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Sun-Mon, Nov 
30-Dec 1 (7pm) 


Elephant (GA) Eric Deulen, Alex 

Frost and John Robinson star in My 
PICK Own Private Idaho writer/director Gus 

van Sant’s disquieting, defiantly non- 
didactic Palme d’Or-winning drama, 
inspired by the Columbine massacre, about 
_a day in the life of an average American 
high school that is shattered by a sudden 
outbreak of violence. 


Falling Angels (CO) Miranda Richard- 

son, Callum Keith Rennie and Katherine 
PICK Isabelle star in Rollercoaster director 

Scott Smith’s film version of Barbara 
Gowdy’s novel about three sisters growing up 
in a bland Canadian suburb in the late ’60s, 
who belatedly start to rebel against their 
repressive father and alcoholic mother. 


The Films of Richard Massingham (M) 
A surprisingly lively collection of 1940s 
advertisements, instructional short subjects 
and government propaganda, all directed 
by the undeservedly neglected British film- 
maker Richard Massingham. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Fri-Sat, Nov 28-29 (7pm) 


My Life Without Me (P) Sarah Pol- 
ro ley, Scott Speedman, Amanda Plum- 
PICK mer and Mark Ruffalo star in Things | 
Never Told You writer/director Isabel 
Coixet’s drama about a young woman who 
learns she will die of cancer in three months 
and sets to work tying up the loose ends of 
her life, all the while keeping her imminent 
demise a secret from her family. 
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Tender. achingly beautiful 
“SPELLBINDING 


MADE HER 


PSs town 


Lencliey 0 Been 


Elephant 


a) Dim by 


“FEARLESS.” 


“MESME 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
#1442 (violence, disturbing content) 


oO Now, Voyager (EFS) Bette Davis, Paul 
Henreid and Claude Rains star in The 
PICK Com Is Green director Irving Rapper's 

seminal 1942 tearjerker about a mousy 
spinster who blossoms into a glamourous 
beauty thanks to a miraculous psychotherapy 
program and enters into a cigarette-fueled 
shipboard romance with a handsome married 
man. Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 Ave 
& 128 St); Mon, Dec 1 (8pm) 


Tupac: Resurrection (CO) Director Lauren 
Lazin’s documentary about the life and 
untimely death of rap star Tupac Shakur, 
featuring extensive rare and previously 
unseen home movies, photographs and 
concert footage. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Brother Bear (CO, FP) The voices of 
Joaquin Phoenix, Rick Moranis and Dave 
Thomas are featured in this Disney animated 
adventure about a vengeful native hunter 
who learns some valuable lessons about life 
and nature when he is magically trans- 
formed into a bear. Songs by Phil Collins. 


Bus 174 (P) Director José Padilha’s 

gripping documentary unravels the 
PICK life story of Sandro do Nascimento, a 

homeless Brazilian man who cap- 
tured the nation’s attention in 2000 when 
he hijacked a bus in Rio de Janeiro and spent 
the next several hours locked in a show- 
down with the Rio police. In Portuguese 
with English subtitles. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO, FP, 
LD) Mike Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston 
and Dakota Fanning star in director Bo 
Welch’s film version of the classic children’s 
book about a boisterous feline who pays an 
uninvited visit on two kids while their moth- 
er is gone, and gleefully sets to work 
destroying their house. 


Elf (CO, FP) Will Ferrell, James Caan and 
Zooey Deschanel star in Swingers director 
Jon Favreau’s fish-out-of-water holiday com- 
edy about a human man who was raised as 
an elf at the North Pole and who now trav- 
els to New York City hoping to locate his 
biological father. 


Gothika (CO, FP) Halle Berry, Penélope Cruz 
and Robert Downey Jr. star in The Crimson 
Rivers director Mathieu Kassovitz’s supernat- 
ural thriller about a criminal psychologist who 
wakes up confined in a mental institution for 
the murder of her husband, a crime she has 
absolutely no memory of committing. 


The Haunted Mansion (CO, FP, LD) Eddie 
Murphy, Terence Stamp, Marsha Thomason 


THEA 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-072 


Sasa POLLEY 
AMANDA PLUMMER 
ScorT SPEEDMAN 
Leowor WATLING 
Desoran Harry 
Mania be Meneros 
asv MARK RUFFALO 


T ME 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:10 pm 
Sat & Sun etry 2:00 pm 
e ° 


and Jennifer Tilly star in Stuart Little director 
Rob Minkoff’s effects-heavy comedy, based 
on the Disney theme park attraction, about 
a family that encounters all manner of 
ghosts and poltergeists during a visit to a 
haunted house. 


O Kill Bill: Volume 1 (CO) Uma Thur- 
man, Lucy Liu, Daryl Hannah and Vivica 
PICK A. Fox star in the first installment of Pulp 

Fiction writer/director Quentin Taranti- 
no's ultraviolent homage to ‘70s exploitation 
flicks, about a vengeful female assassin who 
miraculously survives her employer's attempt to 
rub her out, and begins methodically picking 
off her killers, one by one. 


Looney Tunes: Back in Action (CO, FP) 
Brendan Fraser and Jenna Elfman star along- 
side dozens of beloved Warner Brothers car- 
toon characters in Gremlins director Joe 
Dante’s globe-hopping blend of animation 
and live action, in which Bugs Bunny hooks 
up with a former Hollywood stuntman to 
track down a legendary lost gernstone. 


Love Actually (CO, FP) Hugh Grant, Liam 
Neeson, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, 
Keira Knightley, Colin Firth and Laura Linney 
star in writer/director Richard Curtis’s all-star 
ensemble romantic comedy, which tells 
eight interlocking stories about various Lon- 
doners (including the prime minister of Eng- 
land) falling in and out of love during the 
Christmas season. 


oO Master and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World (CO, FP) Russell 
PICK Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Wit- 
ness director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


The Matrix: Revolutions (CO, FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
burne and Hugo Weaving star in the final 
installment of directors Andy and Larry 
Wachowski’s groundbreaking sci-fi trilogy 
about a rebel army/’s life-or-death battle 
against the machines that have enslaved 
most of mankind within a computer-gener- 
ated virtual world. 


The Missing (CO, FP, LD) Cate Blanchett, 
Tommy Lee Jones, Fvan Rachel Wood and 
Val Kilmer star in A Beautiful Mind director 
Ron Howard's grim Western about a man 
who returns home to his unforgiving family 
years after abandoning them, but must 
leave them again to rescue his granddaugh- 
ter when she is kidnapped by a band of out- 
law army deserters. 


oweecren ay 
José Padiha 


BUS 174 

Nightly 7:10pm 

Sat & Sun Matinees 1:00 pm 
©14/A¢ (violence, coarse language) 


Nightly 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees 3:30 pm 
#18A¢ (sexual content) 


Tupac: Resurrection, the new documentary about the life of Tupac Shakur, May hay 
a rather messianic title, but director Lauren Lazin actually manages to live up to itt 
artfully editing together hours of interviews Shakur gave while he was alive so that th 
late rap star can, in effect, “narrate” the film from beyond the grave. The film f, 

been criticized for Lazin’s reluctance to grapple meaningfully with the many patado 

es in Shakur’s charismatic persona—especially the way his music’s glorification of th 
“thug life” seemed to contradict everything his mother, a former Black Panther, stoo 
for. But the film’s wealth of rare concert footage and family photographs will be 
treasure trove for hip-hop fans. Plus, the vintage snapshots of Shakur Sporting « 
amusingly dorky-looking fade offer reassuring proof that even ultra-cool rap sta 
have to live through the occasional awkward phase, 


Mystic River (CO, FP) Sean Penn, 

Kevin Bacon and Tim Robbins star in 
Pick Unforgiven director Clint Eastwood's 

moody drama, set in working-class 
Boston, about three childhood friends 
whose traumatic memories of the past are 
revived when one, now a police detective, 
begins to suspect another of killing the 
third’s daughter. Based on the novel by 
Dennis Lehane. 


Radio (CO) Cuba Gooding Jr., Ed Harris, 
Alfre Woodard and Debra Winger star in Sum- 
mer Catch director Mike Tollin’s inspirational 
sports drama about the relationship between 
a small-town South Carolina football coach 
and the illiterate, mentally challenged man 
he adopts as his unlikely protégé. 


Runaway Jury (CO) Dustin Hoffman, Gene 
Hackman, John Cusack and Rachel Weisz 
star in Kiss the Girls director Gary Fleder’s 
big-screen version of John Grisham’s legal 
thriller about a juror on a landmark case 
against a gun manufacturer who attempts 
to blackmail the two competing attorneys 
into paying him to persuade the other jurors 
to decide in their favour. 


Scary Movie 3 (FP) Anna Faris, Charlie 
Sheen, Leslie Nielsen, Queen Latifah and 
Denise Richards star in the latest installment 
of the popular series of raunchy horror-movie 
spoofs, featuring send-ups of such films as 
The Ring, The Others, The Matrix and Signs. 
Directed by David Zucker (The Naked Gun). 


— a 


The best feature promoting the coolest 
: music releases of the year, : 
the season, and j 
of all time! 


THIS IS THE ONLY GUID 
YOU WILL NEED! 


OQ The School of Rock (FP) Jack Black, 
. Joan Cusack and Mike White (who wr 
PICK the screenplay) star in Dazed and Con. 

fused director Richard Linklater’s come 
about a would-be rock star who takes a job a 
substitute teacher at an uppity private s 
and immediately begins transforming h 
room of 10-year-olds into a kick-ass roc 


The Singing Detective (P) Robert Downey 
Robin Wright Penn, Jeremy Northam and \Vid 
Gibson star in Mother Night director Keith 
don’s adaptation of Dennis Potter's acclaimed) 
TV miniseries about a misanthropic detective 
novelist who ponders his life while confined tg 
hospital bed with a hideous skin disease 


Timeline (CO, FP, LD) Paul Walker, Franc 
O’Connor, Gerard Butler and Billy Connolf 
star in Ladyhawke director Richard Donne 
adventure yarn about three Yale students 
who must travel back in time to 14th-cenj 
ty France to rescue a trapped history prol 
sor and return him to the present. Based 
the novel by Michael Crichton. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
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(ll showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


433-0728 


E 
Violent, Disturbing content. 
Daily 7.00 9.00 Sat Sun 2.00 


1 Av 7: y 
THE SINGING DETECTIVE 18A 
Sexual content. Daily 9.30 Sat Sun’3.30 


BUS 174 ; 144A 
Violence, coarse language. Daily 7.10 
Sat Sun 3.30 


MY LIFE WITHOUT ME 
Daily 7.00 9:10 Sat Sun 2.00 


| METROCINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
THE FILMS OF 
RICHARD MASSINGHAM 
Fri-Sat 7.00 
BENZINA (GASOLINE) 
Fri:Mon 9,00 


DOWNTIME 
Sun-Mon 7,00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
‘St. Albert, 458-9822. * 
ELF G 
Daily 7.00 9.10 Sat Sun 12.10 2.20 4.30 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Daily 6.30 8.30 Sat Sun 12.15 2.10 4.20 


| THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. Daily 6.30 8.45 Sat Sun 
42.40 2.40 4.40 
THE MISSING 

| Daily 6.50 9.30 Sat Sun 1.00 3.45 


| DR. SEUSS’ THE CAT IN THE HAT 
Daily 6.40 9,00 Sat Sun 12.20 2.00 4,10 


4762- 2728 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT 
Daily 7.10 9.10 Sat Sun 1.10 3.30 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes. 

20 9.20 
Sat Sun 1,20 3.20 


sTc 


sTc 


Sat Sun 1.00 3.40 

TIMELINE 

Violence, 

Daily 7.15 9.30 Sat Sun 1,05 3.30 


Le WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
& FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
folence, 


Dally 7.00 9.80 Sat Sun 1.00 3.00 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 
Tan 


BAD SANTA a 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not 
fecommiended for children. 

Dally 12.90 2.30 4.40 7.30 10.10 


4 SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
© passes. Daily 12.00 2.15 4.30 7.00 9.10 


14A 


es MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 140 
'olence, No passes, Fri-Sun 3.40 6.50 9.50 
on-Thu 3.40 6.50 9.50 


stc 


ELF 
Daily 12.50 4.20°6.45 9.00 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence, Daily 12,30 3.30 6.40 9.45 


LOVE ACTUALLY 14A 
Sexual content, Daily 12.40 3,50 7.10 10.00 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Daily 1.20 


THE MISSING 14A 
Violence. No passes Daily 12.10 3.15 6.30 9.30 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. Daily 1.10 4.10 7.40 10.20 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
LOST IN TRANSLATION 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.00 
Sat-Sun 1.55 4.05 6.40 9.00 


THE RUNDOWN 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.45 9.10 
Sat-Sun 2.05 4.20 6.45 9.10 


UNDERWORLD 
Gory violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.35 
Sat-Sun 1.50 4.25 7.00 9.35 


IN THE CUT 
Sexual content. Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.20 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4.15 6.50 9.20 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 9.45 
Sat-Sun 2.15 4.40 7.30 9.45 


FALLING ANGELS 

Sexual content. 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.20 9.30 
Sat-Sun 2.10 4.35 7.20 9.30 


MYSTIC RIVER 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.15 
Sat-Sun 2.20 6.30 9.15 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.10 9.40 
Sat-Sun 2.00 4,30 7.10 9.40 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not recom- 
mended for children. Daily 1.30 3.40 6.30 9.20 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
No passes. Daily 12.00 2.15 4.30 7.00 9.30 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Daily 12.20 2.30 4.45 7.20 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 
Violence. Mon-Thu 9.25 
No passes. Fri-Sun 9.25 


ELF 
Daily 12.30 2.50 5.00 7.30 9.50 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. Daily 3.00 6.40 9.40 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 
Daily 12.10 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Daily 1.00 4.00 6.50 9.45 


GOTHIKA 
Violence, disturbing content 
Daily 12.50 3.10 5.30 7.45 10.10 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes. 
Daily 12.25 2,40 5.15 7.40 10.05 


THE MISSING 
Violerice. No passes. 
Daily 12.40 4.10 7.10 10.00 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. Daily 1.15 3.50 7.15 10.15 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not recom- 
mended for children. Daily 2.00 5.00 7.45 10.20 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
No passes. 

Fri Sun-Thu 12.00 1.00 1.45 2.15 3.15 

4.00 4.30 5.30 6.30 7.00 8.00 9,10 10.10 

Sat 1.00 1.45 2.15 3.15 4.00 4.30 5.30 

6.30 7.00 8.00 9.10 10.10 


GOTHIKA 
Violence, disturbing content. 
Daily 12.20 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.40 


KILL BILL: VOLUME | 18A 
Gory violence. Fn-Tue Thu 2.10 5.10 8.10 10.45 
Wed 2.10 10.45 


RUNAWAY JURY PG 
Violence. Daily 9.00 


RADIO PG 
Fri-Wed 1.40 4.10 7.40 10.00 
Thu 1.40 4.10 10.00 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Daily 12.15 2.40 4.45 7.15 9.20 


LOVE ACTUALLY 14A 
Sexual content. Daily 12.50 3.45 6.50 9.50 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. No passes. Fri Sun 12.30 1.30 3.30 
4.40 6.30 7.30 9.30 10.30 Sat 12.30 1.30 3.30 
4.40 6,30 9.30 10.30 Mon-Thu 12.30 1.30 3.30 
4.40 6.30 7.30 9.30 10.30 


ELF G 
Daily 1.20 2.20 3.50 4.50 6.45 7.20 9.15 9.45 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 
Violence. Fri Sun-Thu 12.10 1.10 3.20 4.20 6.40 
8.15 9.40 Sat 12.10 1.10 3.20 4.20 8.15 9.40 


THE MISSING 144A 
Violence, No passes. 

Daily 12.40 3.40 7.10 10.15 

Star and strollers screening. Thu 10.00am 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
No passes. Sneak preview. Sat 7.00 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. No passes 
Sneak preview. Sat 7.30 


DIXIE CHICKS 
LIVE ON TOP OF THE WORLD TOUR 
Thu 7.00 


8882-170 St, 444-1331 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO 18A 
Graphic violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.50 
Sat-Sun 4.30 7.15 9.50 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.15 
Sat-Sun 4.00 7,00 9.15 


AMERICAN WEDDING 
Crude content. Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 10.00 
Sat-Sun 4.45 7.30 10.00 


BRUCE ALMIGHTY 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 9.00 
Sat-Sun 4.15 9.00 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.30 Sat-Sun 3,30 6.30 9.30 


SEABISCUIT PG 
Some coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.40 
Sat-Sun 3.45 6.40 9.40 


DICKIE ROBERTS: 
FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content. Daily 6.50 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not recom- 
mended for children. Fri-Mon 12.40 4.20 7.20 
9.40 Tue-Thu 7.20 9.40 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Mon 12.05 2.20 4.40 6.45 9.00 
Tue-Thu 6.45 9.00 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri-Mon 4.25 7.05 
9.30 Tue-Thu 7.05 9.30 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Fri-Mon 12.35 2.55 7.15 Tue-Thu 7.15 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. No passes. Daily 9.45 


ELF G 
Fri-Mon 12.25 3.40 6.55 9.35 
Tue-Thu 6.55 9.35 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 
Violence. Fri-Mon 12.00 3.15 6.40 9.55 Tue-Thu 
6.40 9.55 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri-Mon 12.15 2.20 


LOVE ACTUALLY 144A 
Sexual content. Fri-Mon 1.00 4.00 7.15 10.15 
Tue-Thu 7.15 10.15 


TIMELINE 
Violence. Fri-Mon 12.10 3.30 6.50 9.50 
Tue-Thu 6.50 9.50 


THE MISSING 
Violence. Fri-Mon 12.20 3.50 7.05 1¢ 
Tue-Thu 7.05 10.05 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. Fri-Mon 12.30 3.00 7.20 
9.30 Tue-Thu 7.20 9.30 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not recom- 
mended for children. Daily 2.00 4.50 7.50 10.05 


TUPAC: RESURRECTION 14A 
Coarse language. Daily 2,10 5.00 8.00 10.30 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
No passes, Daily 12.00 1.00 2.15 3.15 4.30 5.30 
7.00 7.45 9.15 10.00 


GOTHIKA 14A 
Violence, disturbing content 
Daily 1.50 4.40 7.20 9.45 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Daily 12.20 2.30 4.45 7.05 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. No passes. Fri Sun 4.00 7,15 10.20 
Sat 4.00 10.20 Mon-Thu 4.00 7.15 10.20 


ELF G 
Daily 12.10 1.30 2.45 4.10 5.30 6.55 8.10 9.20 
10.25 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. Daily 12.30 3.30 7.10 9.10 10.10 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 
Daily 1.40 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Daily 12.40 3.40 6.40 9.40 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes. 
Daily 12.45 3.00 5.10 7.25 9.30 


THE MISSING 
Violence. Daily 12.50 3.50 6.50 9.55 


TIMELINE ° 
Violence, Daily 1.20 4.20 7.35 10.15 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory violence. No passes. 
Sneak preview. Sat 7.15 


| 
FAMOUS PLAYERS 


GATEWAY 8 
ve il 77 
THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 


Fri Sat Sun 1.10 4.20 6.50 9.20 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 9.20 


MYSTIC RIVER 14A 
Coarse language. Fri Sat Sun 1.00 3.45 6.45 
9.35 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 


SCARY MOVIE 3 14A 
Crude content. Fri Sat Sun 1.35 3.35 7.20 9.55 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.20 9.55 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION was 
Fri Sat Sun 1.25 3.40 6.40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.40 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. No passes.Fri Sat Sun 1.15 
1,50 4.00 4.30 7.00 7.30 9.25 9.50 Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 7.00 7.30 9.25 9.50 


TIMELINE 144 
Violence. No passes. Fri Sat Sun 1.20 4.10 7.10 
10,00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 10.00 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12.45 1.45 


3.00 4.00 5.15 6,50 7.40 9.20 9.50 Wed 12.45 
1.45 3.00 4.00 5.15 7.40 9.20 9.50 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence, 12.30 3.45 7.15 10.15 10.45 


SCARY MOVIE 3 414A 
Crude content. 7.45 10.40 


BROTHER BEAR G 
12.40 2.40-4.50 7.25 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. 12.50 3.55 7.20 10.30 


12.15 2.30 4.45 7.10 9.40 

LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 

12.20 2.45 5.00 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence. Fri Sun Mon Tue Thu 12.25 3.30 6.45 
10.10 Sat 12.25 3.30 10.10 Wed 1.00 3.50 6.45 
10.10 Cinebabies Wed: 1pm 
GOTHIKA 

Violence, disturbing content. 
1.20 4.30 7.50 10.20 

THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 


Frightening scenes. No passes. 
1.10 4.10 7.00 9.45 


TIMELINE 
Violence. No passes. 1.00 4.15 7.30 10.25 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
Sat 7.00 Sneak preview. 


THE MISSING 
No passes. Violence, 12.35 3.50 7.05 10.05 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughtout, not recom- 
mended for children. 1.30 4.20 7.35 10.00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Aw roat Ri 7: 


14A, 
> 


ELF 
Fri Sat Sun 12.00 2.15 4.30 7.00 9.40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.40 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT 
No passes.Fri Sat Sun 12.15 2.30 4.45 7.10 
9.20 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 9.20 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. No passes. Fri Sat Sun 1.00 4.00 7.20 
10.00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.20 10.00 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 12.30 3.30 6.50 9.50 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 6,50 9.50 


ta MOVIES 12 

[ } CINEMA CITY 12 

> | 3633-99 STREET 463-5481] 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


AMERICAN WEDDING 

Crude content. 

Daily 11,50 2.00 4.20 7.25 9.55 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO 
Graphic violence. 

Daily 11.15 1.30 4.35 7.30 10.00 
Fri Sat late night 12.30 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1.20 4.15 7.00 9.20 
Fri Sat late night 11.30 


SEABISCUIT 

Some coarse language. 

Daily 12.50 3.45 6.50 9.45 

Fri Sat late night 12.25 

SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 

Sat Sun 11.35 Daily 2.10 4.45 7.15 9.2: 
Fri Sat late night 11.35 


OUT OF TIME 
Sat Sun 11.30 Daily 1.55 4.40 7.45 10.10 
Fri Sat late night 12.15 


MY BOSS’ DAUGHTER 
Crude content. Sat Sun 11.40 
Daily 1.40 7.20 9.50 

Fri Sat late night 12.00 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 12.55 3.50 6.45 9.40 Fri Sat late night 12.20 


UPTOWN GIRLS PG 
Sat Sun 11.55 

Daily 2.15 4.55 7.40 10.00 

Fri Sat late night 11.55 


MATCHSTICK MEN 
Sat Sun 11.20 Dally 1.45 4.10 7.05 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 12.05 


BRUCE ALMIGHTY 

Coarse language. Sat Sun 11.45 
Daily 1.45 4.30 7.10 9.30 

Fri Sat late night 11.45 


S.W.AT. 
Sat Sun 11.25 
Daily 1.50 4.25 7.35 10.05 


+ Fri Sat late night 12.25 
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Pheer rere oe Si en. 


Secret expirer 


Sarah Polley won’t 
tell anyone she’s 
dying in My Life 
Without Me 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


Canadian feature My Life With- 

out Me was inspired by a short 
story by Nanci Kincaid in which a 
young woman suddenly discovers 
she is dying and decides to tell every- 
one she knows, The overwhelming 
distinction between Kincaid’s story 
and Coixet’s film, however, is that in 
Coixet’s version the young woman 
tells absolutely no one—not her lov- 


Som filmmaker Isabel Coixet’s 


ing husband or her two small daugh- 
ters, nor best friend or mother in 
whose backyard she and her family 
reside in a cramped trailer. 

This idea of choosing to hide a 
terminal illness (in this case a rare 
form of ovarian cancer) nicely sub- 
verts the usual expectations of a con- 
ventional weepie and is, I think, a 
potent and complex one. (Unsurpris- 


DRAMA 


ingly, the film is executive produced 
by Pedro Almodévar, who is some- 
thing of an expert in subversive soap 
opera.) In Milan Kundera’s wonder- 
ful novel Immortality, for example, a 
much older widow makes a similar 
choice: to be remembered, she feels, 
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is a kind of burden, so she methodi- 
cally goes about abandoning her 
familiar life and erasing traces of her 
being so that she may die in sweet 
solitude. As is usually the case with 
Kundera, the character’s motivations 
are discussed philosophically in 
third person and rendered altogether 
unambiguous. 


QUITE WISELY, Coixet’s approach 
leaves her heroine’s motives more 
open to interpretation—or at least 
that seems to be the idea. Anne (Sarah 
Polley), quite understandably, 
declines treatment so that she can 
spend her final days outside the con- 
fines of a hospital and tells her doctor, 
the only person aware of her condi- 
tion, that they must keep her illness 
secret because she doesn’t want to put 
her family through the trial of watch- 
ing her die. Her intentions sound 
noble and simplistic and audiences 
will easily recognize them as false or 
at best only partially true: regardless 
of how she rationalizes it, Anne is a 
young, largely unfulfilled woman and 
by keeping her death to herself her 
final days will be a far richer and freer 
experience than they would be if 
everyone who loved her huddled 
about, reeling from shock and grief. 
One night in a diner, Anne makes 
a list of “things to do before I die,” 


Dr Richar 
The quirky 
educational films of 


Richard Massingham 
enjoy a revival 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


tain Dr. William Carlos Williams 
ad practised medicine all his life 
in Rutherford, New Jersey, dabbling 
in some verse about the mumps or 
angina now and then, literature 
wouldn’t have “The Red Wheelbar- 
row” or Paterson. So if, during the 
'30s and ’40s, a Senior Medical Offi- 
cer at the London Fever hospital had 
gone beyond making ads, education- 
al trailers and propaganda films... 
well, who knows what Richard Mass- 
ingham could have been remem- 
bered for in the cinematic world? 

It’s clear from the recently restored 
and collected The Films of Richard 
Massingham retrospective at Metro 
Cinema this weekend that, for a self- 
taught director and actor, the man cer- 
tainly had skill. Tell Me If It Hurts 
(1933-4) incorporates flashes of pass- 
ing traffic, shots from beneath a glass 
table, a Hitchcockian look at a swirling 
drain and a psychedelic sequence of 
flashes and sparks. Massingham him- 
self, a Peter Ustinov lookalike, played 
an absent-minded, dopey everyman in 
many of these films, using his rubbery 


F: in the 20th century, if a cer- 


a a 


bSy-le- la eve) -\ar-ale| Maria de Medeiros in My Life Without Me ; 


which includes visiting her father in 
prison, making tapes for each of her 
daughters’ birthdays until they’re 18, 
finding a nice replacement wife for her 
husband Don and making someone 
fall in love with her. (She’s never had a 
sexual partner aside from Don.) Clear- 
ly, some of these choices are highly 
questionable, and some are downright 
condescending or egomaniacal. Anne 
has no problem with the new lover 
part, since a handsome, broodingly 
romantic transient named Lee (played 
with great humour and conflicted 
emotional undercurrents by Mark Ruf- 
falo) is practically stalking her, but she 
never seems to clue into the fact that 
encouraging his affections and future 
hopes is an incredibly cruel thing to 
do. That's just fine for the purposes of 
the narrative, but the problem is that 
Coixet doesn’t seem to clue into this 
fact either, and ultimately the story of 
Anne’s dying is frustratingly left in the 


face to express worry about the cars 
zipping around him in Pedestrian 
Crossing or despondency in the 
gloomy world of What a Life! 

The most inspired films here are 
Massingham’s instructional trailers, 
which offered Brits tips on truly mun- 
dane aspects of everyday life. There’s a 
Monty Python-esque piece about how 
to use a crosswalk properly, and a Run 
Lola Run-ish sequence where a man 
meets the people he would have hit if 
he had been driving inattentively. The 
director’s medical day job briefly 


RETROSPECTIVE 


emerges in two different bits, both 
starring the buffoonish Massingham, 
about the importance of sneezing and 
coughing into one’s handkerchief. 
And Tell Me If It Hurts is a blackly 
comic look at one man’s (Russell 
Waters) visit to the dentist. A long 
stay with waiting-room magazines is 
finally broken by the ominous visit to 
the seemingly sadistic tooth doctor, 
whose various tools look like objects 
out of a dental Dead Ringers. 


MASSINGHAM’S LONGER WORKS, 
however, could use the punchier edit- 
ing and zanier ideas of his short 
pieces. They Travel By Air is a largely 
unimaginative 1947 training film 
designed for the staff of BOAC airlines. 
What a Life! is too long and never 
finds its tone. And The Cure is a dull, 


realm of naive fantasy. 

So it’s-with considerable resery. 
tions that I recommend My Life 
out Me. Coixet’s exploration of he 
themes is incomplete, yet the ques 
tions she raises—and the trouble hg 
heroine gets herself into—are utter 
compelling. As well, the quirky ligh 
ness of the film often works in |oy 
counterpoint to its inherent gra 
Most importantly, My Life Wi 
Me may be the best showcase yet { 
the talents of Sarah Polley f 
much a woman here, Polley brilliang 
ly underplays every step of Anne 
journey, yet still allows us to s 
the fragility of her irreverent bray 
face in the shadow of death. © 


MY LIFE WITHOUT 
Written and directed by Isabel Coixet 
Starring Sarah Polley, Scott Speedma 
Deborah Harry and Mark Ruftaldl 
Opens Fri, Nov 


talky skit about a man with back pail 
Of course, the films someting 
seem amusingly dated to a mode 
audience—for instance, Waters 
gripes about a '30s traffic jam in Lot 
don (i.e., some cars and buses at 
stoplight, plus a horse-drawn buggj 
seem quaint and petty. But at lea 
there are no hilariously self-imp 
tant, ultra-serious Troy McClu 
moments here, as there purpose 
were in those black-and-white edu 
tional films The Simpsons loves to pa 
ody (Locker Room Towel Fights: q 
Blinding of Larry Driscoll, Alice’s Adve 
tures Through the Windshield Glass). 
At their best, the works th 
Massingham produced or directé 
employed clever comic visuals. } 
skill and imagination are not "| 
same as raw talent, and Massingh4 
was no Chaplin or Keaton. The sid 
stretches and lack of compression 
his longer films suggest that "J 
man’s potential outside the qu! 
catchy medium of ads or trailé 
would have been limited. As it 
Massingham remains a curious 0 
note, a “what if” who has provié 
film historians and archivists wit 
few interesting social documents 
and the discerning film buff w 
some short, whimsical sketches. ® 


THE FILMS 

RICHARD MASSINGHA 
Directed by Richard Massingham * Ze!4 
Hall, The Citadel « Fri-Sat, Nov 28 
(7pm) © Metro Cinema * 425-92 
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idd Pivot’s Crystal 
ite is SO young 

d accomplished 
's actually kind of 
nnoying 

KATHY OCHOA 

lou've gotta love Gwyneth Pal- 
trow, and that’s what’s so aggra- 


vating about her. She’s 
od-looking, acts well, dates cute 


k stars and can do a perfect Eng- 


lish accent. Plus she can sing and is 
fluent in four languages. You go see 
one of her films, and unless it's View 
From the Top, it’s probably good, she’s 
probably funny in it and she proba- 
bly seems like she’d be a nice person 
in real life too. Uh-huh... great. 
Canadian dance artist Crystal Pite 
inspires a similarly torturous reaction 
in the people who see her perform, 
especially if they’re dancers them- 
selves. When she’s not performing in 
her own folk rock band or dancing 
for some of the world’s best ballet 
companies or working as resident 
choreographer for the prestigious Les 


otographer Naomi 
arathalingam 

ings the Andes 
Edmonton 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


i was incredible,” says photogra- 
Bpher Naomi Marathalingam, her 
Bvoice quivering with emotion. “I 
bt know why I went there; I didn’t 
KC a Conscious choice. It was an 
finct. | picked up and flew. 

“I don’t make foolish choices out 
bravado,” she adds, and yet, for 
months Marathalingam traveled 
© in Peru, living out of a back- 
K. She did all that she could to 
€ her safety in a country known 
ts political instability, but the one 
y net she refused to employ was 
avel with friends. “If I take people 
' know into another world, then 
ill not go outside myself,” she 
Pains. “Alone, I am forced to ven- 
Outside, to overcome my fears.” 
mall, shy and polite by nature, 
athalingam was determined to 
‘the local people. It was not an 
’ task. “South Americans are 
ously leery of foreigners,” she 
; Plains. “They have had cameras 


shoved in their faces, many are 
unapproachable. There were times 
when I was in tears, they were so 
suspicious.” She could have spared 
herself a lot of trouble by simply tak- 
ing shots of the spectacular scenery, 
but nature, in Marathalingam’s 
words, is “too powerful and too 
overwhelming to tackle.” It was the 
people that she went to meet. “I see 
the landscape in people’s faces, they 


VISUAL ARTS 


are symbolic of the place,” she says. 
“That's where the true richness lies.” 

Those faces make up 
Marathalingam’s new installation 
The Andes Journey. To help viewers 
feel that we are right there among the 
local people, Marathalingam trans- 
formed the Fringe Gallery into an 
interior of a Peruvian hut, painstak- 
ingly painting each wall with the tex- 
tures and earthy colours characteristic 
of the local architecture and carefully 
arranging household artifacts she col- 
lected during her trip. Here and there 
she has placed pieces of cardboard 
against the walls—a typical insulation 
method in the region. In this homey 
environment dozens of intimate por- 
traits peer back at the viewer—the 
weather-beaten faces of the elderly, 


Ballets Jazz de Montreal, she’s creat- 
ing and touring in her newly-formed 
dance company Kidd Pivot—and, 
most vexingly, doing it all with the 
same seemingly effortless skill. 


Kidd Pivot makes a stop in 
Edmonton this weekend with Uncol- 
lected Work, a full evening of dance 
performed by Pite and her partner 
Cori Caulfield. The performance is 
part of the Vancouver-based compa- 
ny’s inaugural Canadian tour and 


the hopeful gazes of teenagers and 
the occasional stark portrait of a 
tourist who seems oddly misplaced 
among all these other, much more 
exotic characters. “I met some,” 
Marathalingam explains. “Some of 
them I knew only for a second as I 
passed by them on the street.” 


THE MOST MEMORABLE encounter 
of her trip happened on the first day 
of her grueling trek to Machu Pic- 
chu. “It was 3 p.m.,” Marathalingam 
recalls. “I was climbing for eight 
hours. I rounded the corner exhaust- 
ed.” There, in a small clearing, lean- 
ing against a fence, stood a young 
local boy. “I stopped and took my 
camera out of my backpack and I 
took this picture,” she says, pointing 
at the photograph. “We didn’t 
exchange any words.” 

As simple and seemingly prosaic as 
this encounter was something hap- 
pened in that moment the artist still 
finds hard to define. Marathalingam 
felt as though she had met herself as 
she was many years ago, a young 
teenaged girl full of dreams, hopes and 
aspirations. “I wanted to ask him if he 
wanted to know about the world like I 
did,” she says, “but I couldn’t. But his 
photograph tells me everything. 

Like Urul Herrero Peso (whose 
name she learned later), Marathalingam 


promises to offer the fresh, innova- 
tive approach to both classical and 
contemporary dance which Pite is 
famous for. Uncollected Work consists 
of two pieces, “Farther Out” and 
“Field: Fiction,” both inspired by 
Pite’s research into literary genres— 
“Farther Out” by the world of campy 
science fiction and “Field: Fiction” 
by the writer’s creative process. 

“T knew that the creative process 
was an auspicious topic for such an 
early work in one’s career,” says Pite. 
But as one looks (enviously) at her 
career thus far, she definitely seems 
up to the task. Pite, at a mere 32 years 
of age, has the kind of bio that puts 
many a dance career to shame. She 
danced for Ballet B.C. almost as soon 
as they could get their hands on her, 
choreographed really good pieces for 
companies throughout Canada and 
won a shelf’s worth of awards by the 
time she was 23. Then, looking for 
new sources of inspiration (and just 
because she could), she landed a job 
dancing with one of the dance world’s 
foremost creative minds, William 
Forsythe and the Ballet Frankfurt. 
“When I started working with 
Forsythe,” Pite says, “I began to see a 
whole new way of approaching move- 
ment. He maintains a three-dimen- 
sionality in his dance and dancers 
that I just hadn’t seen before.” 

She continued her curiosity into 
all aspects of dance creation even if 
her role with the company was 
mainly as a dancer in other artists’ 
works. “Throughout my career,” she 
says, “I’ve had the opportunity to 
work with amazing dancers and | 
studied how they move.” This ongo- 
ing commitment to developing her 
own voice would lead to Pite’s ulti- 
mate goal: “I always knew my final 
destination was to create and per- 


grapher Naomi Marathalingam 


grew up in a in a culture far removed 
from the frenetic pace of western life. 
Her home country of Sri Lanka was also 
undergoing political turbulence, but like 
Herrero Peso, she went to school and 
led a happy life. Also like him, she 
would dream of places far away from 
the confines of a traditional culture, sep- 
arated from the rest of the world by 
many miles of mountains—or, in 
Marathalingam’'s case, the Indian 
Ocean. “My parents never worried 
about my future, about challenging the 
world,” she says. “I just knew that I was 
loved. I had time to dream. I remember 
endless days. It was so simple, an old- 


form in my own work, and I can dé 
that anywhere.” 


LUCKY FOR US, she chose her native 
Canada as her base of operations and 
brought back the piece “Field: Fic- 
tion,” whose European reviews men- 
tion her in the same breath as heé# 
mentor Forsythe and pioneering 
dance visionaries like Merce Cunning- 
ham and Pina Bausch. Built out of her 
final year with the Frankfurt Ballet, 
the work addresses Pite’s amazement 
at how “even these great creators are 
convinced when beginning a new cre- 
ative process that they will never have 
another good idea.” 

“Field: Fiction” also draws its inspi- 
ration from Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author Annie Dillard’s book The Wn® 
ing Life—especially the way Dillard 
portrays the creative process as one 
that requires the author to destroy and 
create at the very same time. “You 
have to learn to remain true to the 
content and have the willingness to 
let go of what is extraneous,” Pite says. 
“I personally always battle between 
free-flowing, effortless creativity and 
the lurking judgment of the pragmat- 
ic, hard-nosed internal editor.” 

When you see Pite’s seemingly 
effortless results onstage, however, Pite 
appears to have emerged from.her per- 
sonal battles unscathed and entirelyg 
victorious as she moves her way 
through space in every conceivable 
manner except the predictable one. 
It’s enough to make you express, how- 
ever grudgingly, a bit of genuine grati- 
tude for the Gwyneths of the world. © 

UNCOLLECTED WORK 

Created by Crystal Pite « Performed by 
Kidd Pivot ¢ Presented by the Brian Webb 
Dance Company ® John L. Haar Theatre 
* Fri-Sat, Nov 28-29 © 420-1757 


fashioned way of life.” 

As Marathalingam stands amidst 
the Peruvian home she's recreated in 
Edmonton, portraits of the people 
she met during her trip seem almost 
like part of her global family. “There 
is a part of me in each of these peo- 
ple; that’s why I gravitate towards 
them,” she explains. “It’s like looking 
through a mirror—and they see 
too, because I am in their eyes.” @ ~ 


ANDES JOURNEY: 
PHOTOGRAPHY INSTALLATION 
By Naomi Marathalingam * Fringe 
Gallery * To Nov 30 
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One dreams of retribution 
One dreams of forgiveness 
One dreams of being set free. 


The fight is on. 


Who will win the day? 


dream life 


chris craddock jonathan christenson 


PR eT cst 


november 13 - 30, 2003 
catalyst theatre 


tickets $21/$16 ¢ season passes 6 shows for $84/$64 


8529 gateway blvd. * phone: 431-1750 * email: info@catalysttheatre.ca 


tix on the square: 420-1757 www.tixonthesquare.ca 


a catalyst theatre / azimuth theatre co-production 
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fa Brian Webb Dance Company presents 


KIDD PIVOT 


Reesence UINCollected ywork 
created by CRYSTAL PITE 


November 28 & 
November 29, 2003 


John L. Haar Theatre, 8 pm 
TIX on the Square 
780.420.1757 
www.ctixonthesquare.ca 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
ano PENNY CHOLMONDELEY 


Into the Ring ¢ Arts Barns ¢ Nov 28- 
Dec 7 ¢ preVUE There are no wise, 
reedy elves or hairy-toed hobbits in Rick 
Miller's multimedia production of Into 
the Ring. What Miller has brought to 
the stage, however, is a tale of corrupt- 
ing power and obsession that pays 
homage to the master of high fantasy 
himself, J.R- Tolkien. 

The Toronto-based playwright, 
actor and artistic director of WYRD 
Productions is a self-described Tolkien 
fanatic. He was always intrigued by 
the possibility of doing a Lord of the 
Rings stage production but possessed 
no illusions about his ability to com- 
pete with the books or the films that 
have reignited popular interest in 
Tolkien’s trilogy, a canon that many 
fans deem untouchable. “We realized 
that to do a theatrical adaptation 
would be futile and probably stupid— 
it would be just too difficult to pull 
off,” he explains. “The Lord of the Rings 
is like a religion to some people; it’s 
almost unparalleled.” 

Instead, Into the Ring focuses on 
the current hype surrounding Tolkien’s 
work. It chronicles the story of two 
filmmaking brothers creating a docu- 
mentary about the Lord of the Rings 
craze and the mystique surrounding 
Tolkien’s life. One brother, the director, 
is a Tolkien purist seeking to capture 
truths about the man and his work. His 
sibling, the producer, is out to sensa- 
tionalize everything marketable about 
the popular tale. They inevitably fight 
for creative control of the film—a bat- 
tle that has destructive consequences. 

Despite being an accomplished 
solo performer, best known for his one- 
man Fringe hit MacHomer, Miller 
decided early on that he did not want 
to produce Into the Ring alone. He 
recruited Seattle playwright Dawson 
Nichols to help him pen the work, and 
the two frenetic performers play 50 
characters between them while main- 
taining a focus on the personal rela- 
tionships at the heart of the triology. 
“Within the book there are very clear 
two-on-two relationship,” Miller 
explains. “Frodo and Sam. Gandalf and 
Frodo. Arwyn and Aragorn. Having 
two performers made sense to me.” 

Besides the difficulties of produc- 
ing a popular literary work, the two 
performers faced the added obstacle 
of geography. Miller worked from his 
home in Toronto, communicating 
with Nichols in Seattle primarily 
through e-mail. Miller is aware of the 
irony inherent in using technology to 
produce a Tolkien-inspired play, not- 
ing that some scholars suggest the 
trilogy is an allegory about the amoral 
mechanization of society. “Tolkien 
didn’t even have a photocopier, let 
alone e-mail,” laughs Miller. “He had 
to type out an copy of his manuscript 


by himself for proofreading.” 

Skeptical Tolkien fans will enjoy the 
show for more than its references to 
the original story, says Miller. To con- 
struct the story in a modern setting, 
he conducted extensive interviews 
with scholars and academics about 
Tolkien’s life and his body of work. 
Images and footage of these encoun- 
ters are integrated into the multimedia 
elements of the show. 

But Miller believes it’s ultimately a 
balance between fantastic descriptive 
detail and the simplicity of Tolkien’s 
message that continues to attract new 
generations of fans to the Rings series. 
“The Lord of the Rings is storytelling of a 
heroic nature,” he says. “It is also an 
epic story completely free from irony. 
Our message is that whether you go to 
see the films or this play, no matter 
what, read the book.” (PC) 


Better business bureau 


Better Living * Timms Centre for 
the Arts * Nov 27-Dec 6 © preVUE 
My favourite line from George F. Walk- 
er’s Better Living comes early in the 
play, when a weary-eyed priest named 
Jack explains his apparent spiritual 
exhaustion by saying, “| haven’t lost 
my faith. I’ve just lost my enthusiasm.” 

“He's at a real crossroads,” says U of 
AB.FA. student Scott McAdam, who’s 
playing Jack in Studio Theatre’s new 
production of the play. “He’s mostly try- 
ing to compare the world of God with 
the reality that he faces every day. He's 
trying to use the bullets of God, if you 
will, but he keeps firing blanks.” That's a 
colourful phrase Walker himself would 
probably be proud to have come up 
with, and McAdam’‘s co-star Katharine 
Ford comes up with another one herself 
when she describes the experience of 
watching the play’s mix of dark themes 
with Sam Shepard-style absurdist 
humour as being like “laughing with a 


- lemon in your mouth.” 


Better Living has been described by 
one critic as a modern-day takeoff on 
King Lear—except in this version Lear 
doesn’t go crazy and die after wander- 
ing the countryside but instead comes 
back to the castle and starts bossing 
around his three daughters even more 
overbearingly than ever. But Ford sees 
a closer parallel between Tom (the 
patriarch in Walker's play) and a much 
less well-spoken world leader. “This 
man who comes into power and is so 
absolutely paranoid about the coming 
of bad times,” she says, “is pretty 
much like George W. Bush. And the 
house where the play is set is like a 
microcosm of all the crazy people who 
are ruling the world right now.” 

"The content is so relevant,” 
agrees McAdam. “Walker writes in a 
very political fashion and his charac- 
ters carry a lot of weight and have a 
lot of presence in the world that sur- 
rounds us every day. They’re just so 
much fuller that way—in any given 
scene, you’re not talking about one 
person and one incident; you're talk- 
ing about one person and one inci- 
dent that are fed by all these issues 
out there in the world.” 

Unfortunately, Ford plays Tom’s 
helplessly passive daughter Mary Ann, 
who doesn’t get fed by the events 
unfolding around her so much as she 


gets ruthlessly battered by them. (Tom . 


even bullies her into leaving her } 
band and child and going to wor 
him, stuffing envelopes at the kitch 
table.) Does that make her a to,, 
character for the actor playing he, 
like? Ford thinks not. “I think \y, 
Ann represents the truth that’; 
everybody,” she says. “I think eva 
body at certain times in the day o; 
tain times in their life want to expjg 
what it’s like to completely give 
and get completely bulldozed by th, 
environment, but they're never giy 
permission to do that. Mary Ann 
saying it’s okay once in a while to 
pathetic and let other people do yo 
thinking for you.” 

And the George W. Bush paralj 
just keep on coming. (PM) 


Vie for victory 


Martin Badke isn’t an actor or a pla 
wright or a director or a designer of 
stage manager, and yet he’s made 9 
of the year’s most significant contri 
tions to Edmonton theatre. Tha 
because his entry was chosen as ¢ 
winner of Fringe Theatre Adventu; 
Name the Fringe contest, and as 
Badke’s suggestion, the official name 
the 2004 Fringe Festival will be La 
en Fringe. It’s classy, it’s romantic, 
rolls effortlessly off the tongue a 
Badke has won himself a Fringe Su 
pass for thinking it up. 

Fringe producer Miki Stricker a 
Fringe executive director Al Ras| 
made the announcement last Mon 
during an informal ceremony at t 
Next Act. But the audience was m 
interested in hearing the results of 
Fringe lottery and finding out wi 
among them had landed slots in n 
summer’s Fringe festival and w 
would have to languish on the wait 
list. The lucky, playwrights and thea 
troupes include Paul Morgan Don 
(who'll be remounting his one-m 
investigation of Shakespeare’s sonn 
Songs for a Dark Lady), David Bel 


neglected, Sterling-nominated 20 
show Pilk’s Madhouse), Panties Prod 
tions and Mark Stubbings (who'll 
unveiling Dust, his prize-winning ¢ 
in the 2003 Alberta Playwriting C9 
petition) as well as English favourl 
Screwed and Clued and Dreams 
Theatre. And hooray—after not do 
a Fringe show-tast summer, my '} 
play The Play | Did at Last Year's 
got in, too. 

Superficial trends among next s¥ 
mer’s lineup include a strange fix 
on negative adjectives (David Bel 
show is called Despicable, while C' 
Craddock has a show high up 0" 
waiting list called Deplorable) and 
even stranger obsession with ficti 


Who Killed Nancy Drew?). Stricker, " 
ever, spots a couple of more signif 
developments, including a st 
showing of new work from Calg 
and a lot of queer-themed plays 
don’t know if that’s a trend of 
anomaly,” she says, “but | do th! 
shows the openness of the Fring& 
an event that really gives peop!* 
opportunity to take risks, both a 
cally and personally.” (PM) ® 
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, free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them to 
ngs@vue-ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


DANCE 


‘AL PITE john L. Haar Theatre (420-1757) « 
«ated by Brian Webb Dance Company * Nov. 28- 
om) * $25 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) « Tickets 
ble at TIX on the Square 


ON E MOTION John L. Haar Theatre, MacEwan 
ire (or the Arts, 10045-156 St (497-4343) « 

ted by Grant MacEwan College * Dec. 5-6 « 

; available by phone at 497-4343 


re SS ES 


CYBER CAFE The Park Professional Bldg, 1606 
ood Dr, Sherwood Park (416-5555) * THE 

if ART EXHIBIT: Digital art, sculptures and wood- 
en Sun, Nov. 30 (11am-10pm) * DEVINE VISION: 
pngs; Sun, Nov, 30 (11am-Spm) 


BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
) * WINTER GALLERY WALK: Sat, Nov. 29 (10am- 
Sun, Nov. 30 (noon-4pm) 


ERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY See What's 
pening Downtown 


|AB STUDIO GALLERY See What's Happening 


town 


LA GARE 10308A-81 Ave (988-2400) * POISED 
£DGE OF NOTHING: Featuring visual art by 
eucr Odrobny * Until Dec. 5 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
05-101 St (479-1999) * Annual Aboriginal arts and 
show and sale * Dec. 6-7 (10am-6pm) 


tE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 
61-3427) * Group show featuring artworks by 
#5 of the Centre « Until Dec. 5 * LIFEIN 
ON: Paintings by Claude Thériault and Jacques 
pl; Dec. 5-17; opening reception: Dec. 5 (7- 
pm), artists in attendance 
STL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
39-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm ¢ ON 
DIDACTIC (BUT NOT NECESSARILY PEDANTIC): 
tings by Christ! Bergstrom; until January * A VIEW 
DERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! Bergstrom; 
December 


UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
5) * Artworks by Abe Morell; until Dec. 6 * 
ERY WALK; Nov. 30 


ONTON ART GALLERY See What's Happening 


town 


R BESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
1402) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am-4pm 
3 RETROSPECTIVE SHOW: Landscapes by Mya 

Jeff Collins; ceramics by Darwin Dolinsky, John 
Christian Barr; Paintings by James Trevelyan; glass- 
by james Lavoie; washi chigiri by Terry O'Connor; 

d silver jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, Janet 
John Blair, Peter McKay; wood boxes by John 

Henry Schlosser, Doug Haslam * Until Dec. 23 


ISION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI University 
jon Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open 
Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 9am- 
Anworks by Bonnie Scott; until Dec. 3 « Fine 
house and silent auction; Dec. 6 * Artworks 
duating students; Dec. 6-Jan. 21 


f BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts 

9, 112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) « 
)Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * A&D INDEX: 
ec artworks by staff members of the department 


of art and design * Until Nov. 29 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open Mon- 
Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 10am-6pm; 
Sun 12-Spm © Eskimo soapstone carvings (inukshuk, 
bears) by j. Papigatok. West Coast Indian and Eskimo 
silver and gold jewellery by J. Sawyer * Until Dec. 30 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
* Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * ANDES JOURNEY: 
Photographs and installation by Naomi 
Marathalingam; until Nov. 30 * EXPLORING PORTRAI- 
TURE IN SCULPTURE AND PAINTINGS: Mixed media 
installation including artworks by Pearl Schreiner, Dawn 
McLean, Christine Wallewein, Mary Wright, Sidsel 
Naess Bradley, Neil Fiertel; through December 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce Grove 
(962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, anytime by 
appointment * Work by local artists Beth Coulas, Earl 
Cummins, Henry de Jager and Mary Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * SOUTH OF 
SIXTY: Artworks by artists from the Yukon. Curated by 
the Yukon Arts Centre’s Scott Marsden * Until Dec. 20 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat am-Spm * Christmas art 
fair: Artworks by over 60 artists; Nov. 29-Dec. 24 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-S:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by Gallery artists * 
Nov, 29-Dec, 24 


LATITUDE 53 See What's Happening Downtown 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East Entrance, 
8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: Handcrafted beds 
and furniture created by Susan Owen Kagan and Ken 
Macklin. In support of the Artists on the Wards pro- 
gram * Until Jan. 18 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 10am- 
4pm * MOTHER EARTH, FATHER SKY: Sculptures by Pat 
Strakowski, fabric art by Dorothy Clarke; until Dec, 1 + 
SKY FORMS; SEA AND PRAIRIE: Artworks by Dave 
Moore; Dec. 4-jan. 5 


MUSEE HERATAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anner Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) * SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE DES TOI- 
LETTES * Dec. 4-Feb. 2 * Open house: Thu, Dec. 4 
(6:30-9pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9702- 
111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: Artworks by 
adults with developmental disabilities 


THE ORTONA GALLERY 9722-102 St (439-6943) « 
BY THE NUMBERS: Completed anonymous paint by 
numbers paintings from early ‘SOs to the present, fea- 
turing two new paint by numbers by Marlena Wyman 
and Jimmy Golden to be completed during the open- 
ing reception by the attending public * Until Nov. 30 
(Sat, Sun noon-Spm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Thu 
10am-8pm * PRESENCE IX: Show and fundraiser, sale 
of functional and decorative artworks * Opening 
reception in conjunction with the Downtown Light-Up: 
Thu, Dec. 4 (6:30-9:30pm) * Nov. 27-Dec. 24 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 9am- 
9pm * Teddy Bears are Back; Dec. 6-Feb. 16, 2004 + 
FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY FIREARMS IN ALBERTA: 
Until Jan. 11 * BIG THINGS 2: Featuring large-scale 
sculptures by the artists of the North Edmonton 
Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30, 2004 * THE ROOK- 
JE: Photographics of Wayne Gretzky; until Jan. 14 * 
SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 


Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, people of the 
past and present, recordings, film, lights, artifacts and 
more. Permanent exhibit * THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds 
Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA 
GALLERY; Permanent exhibit « A TO Z AT THE MUSEUM: 
Every Sat (9am-1 1am): family-fun drop-in program 


ROWLES AND COMPANY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) « Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES: « New 
artworks by Lynn Malin, Phyllis Anderson, Jim Stokes, 
David Moore, Angelique Gillespie and others * Nov. 

29-December ¢ GALLERY WALK: Nov. 29-30 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SNAP GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) * Work by }. Yardiey-jones and Gregg Johnson, 
acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and 
Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm * 
Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, Bridgit 
Tumer, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) * SPUN: Artworks made from handspun 
fibre by hand weavers, spinners and dyers of Alberta * 
Until Dec. 20 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * Paintings by Sam 
Lam and photographic works by Wesley Anderson * 
Until Nov. 27 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave (434- 
7742/452-6209) « ART IN THE LOBBY: TRAVELS WITH 
WILF AND LARRY: Artworks by Wilf Walker and Larry 
Judge * Until Nov. 29, Dec. 2-6 (7pm); Sun, Nov. 30 
(1pm) * Non-patrons may come into the theatre to 
view the art prior to the performance 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 jasper Ave (488-4892) 
Still life and figurative paintings by joanne Gauthier; 
until Nov. 21 © Still life acrylic paintings by Nixie 
Barton and Grant Leir; until Dec. 10 * GALLERY WALK: 
Nov. 29 (10am-Spm)-Nov. 30 (12-4pm) 


WORKS GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


LITERARY 


AUDREY’S BOOKS See What's Happening Downtown 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE See What's 
Happening Downtown 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Room 1-22, Education 
South Building, U of A Campus (472-6835) * The 
Canadian Authors Association (Edmonton Branch) pre- 
sents Andrew Nikiforuk, author of Saboteurs; Nov. 28 
(8pm); $10 * The Canadian Authors Association 
(Edmonton Branch) presents a workshop on writing for 
magazines with Andrew Nikiforuk; Nov. 29 (9:30am- 
4pm); $30 (CAA members)/$60 (non-member) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St. 
Albert ¢ Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnies with 
Barbara May and quest 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Roger Peltz; Nov. 27-29 * Bob Angeli; 
Dec. 4-6 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s Laugh- 
a-Lot Comedy * Every Sun. 


STANLEY A, MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE See What's 
Happening Downtown 


THEATRE 


AMADEUS See What's Happening Downtown 


BETTER LIVING Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A 
Campus, 87 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) « Presented by 
Studio Theatre * Sandra Nicholls directs Featuring 
Loretta playwright George F. Walker's black comedy 
about a supposedly deceased patriarch who returns 
from the dead to resume control over his family * 
Nov, 27-Dec. 6 (8pm), Dec. 4 (12:30pm), no perfor- 
mances on Sun * $8-$20 ¢ Tickets available at Timms 
Centre box office 


BYE BYE BIRDIE Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (459-1542/451-8000) * Presented by St 
Albert Children’s Theatre * Nov. 28-29, Dec. 3-6 
(7:30pm), Nov. 30, Dec. 7 (2pm) « $15 (adult)/$10 
(youth/ senior) ¢ Tickets available at the Arden 
Theatre box office 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers « 
Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each month 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL See What's Happening 
Downtown 


DANCING WITH JAZZ See What's Happening 
Downtown 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave © Jeff 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th 
season of Edmonton’s legendary live improvised soap 
opera by spoofing the ‘SOs melodramas of Douglas 
Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every Monday (8pm) 


DREAM LIFE Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) © Presented by 
Catalyst Theatre and Azimuth Theatre * Jonathan 
Christenson directs Moving Along actor/playwright 
Chris Craddock’s new one-man show, which takes 
place inside the mind of a man whose ability to hear 
the thoughts of those around him becomes a curse 
when those thoughts begin to take over his own « 
Until Nov. 30, Wed-Sun (8pm) * $21 (adult)/$16 
(student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM 
(484-2424) ¢ A 10th-anniversary revival of this paro- 
dy of the “60s TV series Gilligan's Island, about a crew 
of hapless sailors and their mismatched passengers 
who are washed ashore on a deserted tropical island 
during a violent storm * Until jan. 25 ¢ Tickets avail- 
able by phone at 484-2424 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (439-2845/420-1757) « 
Wendi Pope directs Oscar Wild's classic 1895 comedy 
about a pair of wealthy British layabouts who become 
entangled in their own web of aliases and fictitious 
friends during an eventful weekend spent wooing a 
pair of prospective wives * Until Nov. 29, Dec. 2-6 
(8pm); Sun, Nov. 30 (2pm); no show Dec. 1 * $12- 
$14 (adult)/$10-$12 (student/senior) ¢ Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square, door 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HELMUT 
SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis 
Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) « 
Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bones must save the 
day yet again when his archrival Helmut Schmeimut 
reappears on the scene, once again bent on world 
destruction in this musical spoof of the Raiders of the 
Lost Ark series of adventure films * Until Jan. 31 (Sat 
6:15pm, Sun 5:15pm) * $43.95 (Wed, Thu, 
Sun)/$49.95 (Fri, Sat)/$20 (child 12 and under)/free 
(child under 2) 


INTO THE RING Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave (448- 
9000) ¢ Presented by Fringe Theatre For Young 
People * Fringe superstars Rick Miller (MacHomer) 
and Dawson Nicholls (Virtual Solitaire) team up as 
writers and performers for this multimedia exploration 
of the worldwide fascination with J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic 
fantasy trilogy The Lord of the Rings * Nov. 28-Dec. 7, 
2003; Nov. 28, Dec..5 (7:30pm); Nov. 29, Dec. 6 
(2pm and 7:30pm); Nov. 30, Dec. 7 (2pm and 
7:30pm) * Tickets available by phone at 448-9000 


JACK AND THE BEANSTALK Varscona Theatre, 


| 


our free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline Is Friday 


-LUBS/LECTURES 


NTING AND FINANCE FOR NON-PROFIT 
ZATIONS See What's Happening 


town 


DS QUILT AS A SITE OF PILGRIMAGE 
‘CTIVISM Rm L-3, Humanities Centre, U of A 
S, Saskatchewan Drive, 111 St A talk by Dr. 
Davidson, part of the series The Sacred in 
porary Cultures * Thu, Dec, 4 (3:30pm) 


CANADA IS POSSIBLE Queen Alexandra 
nity Hall, 10425 University Ave (465-7893) © 
Figueroa, leader of the Communist Party of 
) lectures on building a people's agenda for 
* Fri, Nov. 28 (7-9pm) * Free 


Discovery Series: Grades 5-9, Entering the 
d Wonderful World of 
(10am-noon); free for members, EABC 
Ps will be available; pre-register 
ON’S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
ENT See What's Happening Downtown 
(NATIONAL See What's 
ne MARKETPLACE 


\ 


MEET THE GREEN PARTY Muddy Waters Café, 
8211-111 St * Meet George Read and Cameron 
Wakefield, musical entertainment by Michael 
Garfinkle and Rob Jagodzinski * Sat, Nov. 29 (7pm) 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtown 


THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FORCED DISAPPEAR- 
ANCES The Maier Learning Centre, Room 1-007 
Engineering Teaching Learning Complex, Winners of 
the 2003 John Humphrey Freedom award presented 
by Rights and Democracy * Free * Dec. 3 (7:30pm) 


T.A.L.E.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) * Storytelling 
Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition 
of storytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479-0014) 

* Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation 
with Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery in 
India * Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners * Every Wed 
(7-9pm) and Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 
TRANSFORMING DIFFICULTIES Garneau United 
Place, 11148 84 Ave (412-1006) * Meditations with 
Buddhist monk Gen Kelsang Phuntsog * Thu, Dec. 
4,11 (7-9pm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter 
of the international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES See What's Happening 


Downtown 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 
6636) * Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go 
boys * Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy 
Pop, Code Red * No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support com- 
munity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) « 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, learn, make friends and net- 
work in a positive, proud space where being your- 
self is the norm 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) See What's Happening 
Downtown 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) See 
What's Happening Downtown 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ICARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's Happening 
Downtown 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus, 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 

* Monthly meetings for campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 

straight allies and support staff of the U of A to net- 
work and socialize in a environment (fall 
and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ual- 
berta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwonham@ualber- 
ta.ca) for info * The Alberta Teachers’ Association’s 
Edmonton Office (Barnett House); Conference: Sex- 
and-Gender Differences, Education, and Culture 
Conference Ill presented by AGAPE; Dec. 5-6 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) © 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) « Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, peer coun- 
selling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426- 
0905) * A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual support 
and a safe space tor our own spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
* Practices every Mon and Thu 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 

PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every sec- 
ond Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 

THE ROOST See What's Happening Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See What's Happeni 
Downtown a 


10329-83 Ave (420-1757) * Presented by Alberta 
Opera * Farren Timoteo, Amber Bissonnette and 
Andrew MacDonald Smith star in Garner Butler and 
Jeff Unger’s fanciful musical adaptation of the fairytale 
about a boy, a cow, a giant and a handful of magic 
beans * Nov. 27-Dec. 14, Thu-Sun (7pm), Sat-Sun 
(2pm) * $8 (child 12 and under)/$10 
(student/senior)/$15 (adult) * Tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


LOVE, SEX AND THE I.R.S. Leduc Performing Art et 
Centre, 4308-50 St, Leduc (987-0278) * Presented 

by the Leduc Drama Society * Marlene Schoonmaker 
directs William Van Zandt and Jane Milmore’s comedy 
about a pair of unemployed musicians whose scheme 
to save money by telling the 1.R.S. they are married 
unravels when an accountant arrives to audit them « 
Nov. 27-29 (8pm) ¢ $8 (Thu)/$10 (Fri Sat) 


NURSE JANE GOES TO HAWAII Horizon Stage, 
Calihoo Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995) * Presented by 
the Horizon Players * Nov, 28-29 (7:30pm) « $11- 
$15 © Tickets available at Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


OH SUSANNA! The Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
www.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna * Edmonton's 
live Euro-style variety show, featuring games, musical 
numbers and celebrity interviews, all presided over by 
international glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli and her 
co-host, Eros, God of Love * Sat, Nov. 29 (11pm) 


RADIOFOLIES La Cité Francophone, 8621-91 St 
(469-8400) * Presented by L’UniThéatre * The gold- 
en days of radio are revisited in this nostalgic French- 
language musical production, a recreation of the live 
radio broadcasts that maintained homefront morale 
during World War Il * Nov. 27-30, Dec. 4-7 (8pm), 
Sun (2pm) * $17 (adult)/$12 (student) * Tickets 
available at L’'UniThéatre, La Librairie Le Carrefour 


RED NOSES Theatre Lab, MacEwan Centre for the 
Arts, 10045-156 St (497-4470) * Presented by Grant 
MacEwan College * Peter Barnes's play, set in 14th- 
century France at the height of the Black Plaque, 
about a monk who is charged by God with the task 
of bringing merriment to the people, even in the face 
of terrible disease and devastation * Nov. 28-Dec. 6 
(8pm), Sun, Nov. 30 (2pm); no show Dec. 1 * $10 
(adult)/$7 (sutdent/senior) * Tickets avialable by 
phoning 497-4470 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051)* A high-energy musical revue celebrating the 2 
music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Liberace, Neil 
Diamond, Wayne Newton and other performers asso- 
ciated with Las Vegas * Until Feb. 22 ¢ Tickets avail- 
able at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box office 


SHADOWPLAY Azimuth Theatre, 11315-106 Ave 
(420-1757) * Presented by Et cetera Theatre 
Collective * Barbara French directs James Hamilton 
and Aaron Talbot in this experimental performance 
that uses dance and physical theatre to explore the 
complex, sometimes ominous relationship between 
people and their shadows * Nov. 29 « $8 
(student/senior)/$12 (adult) * Fundraiser for U of A 
Drama Students Emergency Fund * Tickets available 
at TIX on the Square 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The Third 
Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) * Live, competitive 

improvisational comedy with “an element of danger” 
* Nov. 28 * $5 © Tickets available at the door 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave - 
(448-0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the spot 
based on audience suggestions, and have the results 
evaluated by a tearn of heartless judges * Every Fri 
(11pm) © Tickets available by phone at 448-0695 


A WONDERFUL LIFE Kaasa Theatre, lower level 
Jubilee Auditorium (420-1757) * Presented by ELOPE 
* Randy Mueller directs Gary Carter, Kevin Mott and 
Monica Lipscombe in Sheldon Harnick and Joe 
Raposo’s musical version of Frank Capra’s 1946 film 
It’s a Worderful Life, about the frustrated owner of a 
small-town savings and loan who rediscovers the joy 
of living when an angel grants his wish that he had 
never been born * Dec. 4-6; Dec. 11-13 (7:30pm); 
Dec. 7 (2pm) * $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


membership needed 


WOMEN’S COMING OUT GROUP See What's 
Happening Downtown 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SPECIAL EVENT 


BREAKING IT DOWN: MAKING ANOTHER 
WORLD POSSIBLE Remedy Café, 8631-109 St « J 
Music, words and creative resistance; 7pm; $5 (sug- 
gested donation); Wed Dec 3 


EDMONTON COALITION ON HOUSING AND 
(ECOHH) CONCERT St. Faith’s Anglican Church, 
1172S-93 St (496-2626) * Music from nine local 
folk acts, a children’s activity centre, raffle * Sun, 
Nov, 30 (4-8pm) * $5 (admission button)/children 
under 6 free) * Admission buttons available at: 
Myhre'’s Music, Urban Grind Coffee, Organic Roots 
ech Second Cup (Milner Library down- 
town) 


EDMONTON COLUMBIAN CHOIRS’ SILENT AUC- 
TION Good Shepherd Parish Hall, 18407-60 Ave 
(430-6806) * Nov. 29 (6:30pm cocktails, 7pm.din- 
ner) * $20 


FLAVOURS OF ITALY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


INDOOR SANTA CLAUS PARADE See What's 
Happening Downtown 


THE KING’S GUILD CHRISTMAS GIFT SALE The 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT King’s University College, 9125-50 St * Art, crafts, 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtown Dias alin s Sat, Nov. 29 (10am-3pm) * $1* 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Proceeds support the work of the University College 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 » nightclub. Every a 
Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke prea Abed 
game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every i: : a 
Open stage, dance with Dj Arrow Chaser * No SEE PAGE 53 
=t 
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By ROB BREZSNY 


om NARIES zs te 


Three decades ago, outmoded concepts of 
God seemed ready for retirement. No 
theughtful person could buy into the fos- 
silized delusion that the Divine Intelligence 
resembled a stern, prudish old man 
inclined to favour some groups of human 
beings over others. Since then, however, 
we have regressed. Literalist interpretations 
of the Bible and Koran have temporarily 
restored the supremacy of the Antiquated 
Cartoon Deity. More than ever, it’s crucial 
that we overthrow that fake, Aries. Luckily, 
you're in a favourable phase to do your part 
in the noble work. | exhort you to dissolve 
obsolete images of God that stifle your rela- 
tionship with the Real Thing. 


In her book Writing Down the Bones, Natalie 

oldberg tells aspiring wordsmiths “Write 
from your obsessions. They’re going to run 
your life anyway, so why not harness 
them?” That’s good advice if you're an artist 
in any medium. The consuming fetishes 
and raging fantasies that threaten to drive 
you crazy can be converted into excellent 
raw material for your creative urges. But 
what if you’re not a novelist or painter or 
musician or actor? How can you turn your 
obsessions into assets? Be alert for answers 


“ART. oF Down® 


ave | : 


to this question. Cosmic forces are conspir- 
ing to bring you crisp new insights. 


As your mating season gets into full swing, | 
suggest you browse through a book called 
Dr. Tatiana’s Sex Advice to All Creation by 
evolutionary biologist Olivia Judson. Your 
mind may be blown wide open as you learn 
how experimental some animals are in their 
approach to sex. You'll read, for example, 
about dolphins that try to copulate with 
turtles and seals, orangutans that mastur- 
bate with sex toys made of leaves and 
twigs, female chimpanzees that average 10 
trysts a day with numerous lovers, homo- 
sexual romps among manatees, and female 
seahorses that impregnate their male part- 
ners. I’m hoping that by expanding your 
definition of what's “natural,” you'll lose any 
shame you might still have about your own 
harmless though exotic erotic tastes. 


This horoscope has been scientifically for- 
mulated to raise your spontaneity levels and 
condition you to thrive on the unexpected. 
Do not attempt to use logic to understand 
it. Like a Zen koan, it is meant to give your 
non-rational mind a workout, thereby 
preparing you for what cannot be prepared 
for. Here goes: Find meaning in runaway 
shopping carts and flaming marshmallows. 
Seek silk and cashmere interventions in the 
midst of a secret test. Drum up feral breakfast 
conundrums with wicked, lickable angels. Wel- 
come violins and snakes at the heart of the 
cool mistake. Scribble treasure maps on naked 
promises. Search for messages from the future 
in the warm glow of yesterday’s shock. 


You’re the best antidote for all the unorigi- 
nal thinking that’s going on around you. 
There may be other people who have the 
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DOWNTOWN 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontondowntown.com 


ALLERIES/MUSEUM 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 10am-Spm, Thu 
10am-8pm (closed all hols) * MAIN GALLERY: NEW 
WORKS IN WOOD: Southern Alberta Woodworkers Society 
biennial exhibition; until Nov. 29 ¢ HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
OF CRAFT: Mixed media crafts; until Dec. 24* DISCOVERY 
GALLERY: HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT; until Dec. 24 
+ “TWAS THE NIGHT FUNDRAISER; Fri, Nov. 28 (7 
10pm); $25; proceeds will go to support ACC programs 
and services 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Kno! Building, 
10217-106 St (423-2966) * Open Thu 5-8pm or by 
appointment * Artworks by Ryan Brown, Jeff Collins, Aaron 
Pederson, Tim Rechner, Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, 
Greg Swain, Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad, and quests 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 1am-Spm. Closed Mon « 
STORYBOARD: until Feb. 8 * PUBLIC RELATIONS: Carole 
Condé and Karl Beveridge; Trans-Figure; Fugitive Images 
Global Visions Video Lounge; until Nov. 30 * THE OTHER 
LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 * ART FOR LUNCH: EAG Theatre; 
Art: 21-Art in the 21st Century (4-part PBS video series) fea- 
turing Identity: Thu, Nov. 27 * CHILDREN’S GALLERY: 
BECOME: Curated by Don Moar * $12/$10 (student/senior), 
$5 (children 6-12)/free (member/children 5 and under) 


GIORDANO GALLERY 10080 jasper Ave (429-5066) * 
Open Wed and Sat 12-4pm; anytime by appointment * 
SMALL WORKS SHOW 2003: Artworks by gallery artists * 
Until Dec. 25 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * Open Tue-Fri 
10am-6pm, Sat noon-Spm * PROJEX ROOM: BLU-97 
BOMBLETS: Mixed media installation by Elinor Whidden * 
MAIN SPACE: * UNINVITED GUESTS: An ongoing collabo- 
rative work by Jean Francois Prost and Marie Suzanne 
eDésilets * Until Dec. 5 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 101 30-103 St (426-4035) + 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat Noon-Spm * Blown glass 
sculptures by several 8.C. and Alberta artists including Mark 
Gibeau, Arte Vargas, Susan Gottselig and Marcia de Vicque 
* Until January * ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION SPACES: 
HOTEL MacDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts * 
OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller © THE BELL TOWER: Acrylic paintings by 
Sheila Luck; watercolours by Glenda Beaver; blown glass by 


Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau and Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN 
HOTEL LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller + 
Until Jan. 29 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 St, 
Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425-6885) * Open Tue 
Thu 5:30-9pm or by appointment * Artworks by David 
Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric Butterworth, jeff Collins, 
Pamela How (Vilsec), Neil McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 
(12-Spm) * MAIN SPACE: FLOOR TO CEILING: Printmaking 
artworks by Mexican artist Aljandro Magallanes; until Dec 
20 * SNAPPY SATURDAY: Family program; Sat, Nov. 29 
(14pm); $5 (supply fee for children) free for accompany- 
ing adults * Handprinted fabric printmaking workshop: 
Tue, Dec. 2 (6-9pm) 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 jasper Ave 
(426-2122) © Open: Mon-Fri 11:30am-5:30pm * FROST: 
Edmonton contemporary furniture featuring artists and 
designers from IDEA (The industrial Designers of 
Edmonton Association) * Nov. 24-Dec. 19 * Opening 
reception Nov, 27 (7-9pm) 
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ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE FOR NON-PROFIT ORGA- 
NIZATIONS Stanley Milner Library, Centennial Room (496- 
7034) * Workshop presented by Rupert Cass * Free * Mon, 
Dec. 1 (1pm) 


EDMONTON'S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEP- 
TARMENT McCauley Elementary-junior High School, 
9538-107 Ave (496-6095) * Discuss proposed proposed 
amendment to the Boyle Street/McCauley Area 
Redevelopment Plan and changes to the Zoning Bylaw, 
Ward 4 * Wed, Dec. 3 (7pm) 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, 100, 10010-107A Ave 
(423-9683/423-9684) * information sessions * Tue, Dec, 2 
(6pm), Tue, Dec. 9 (6pm) 

OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING GROUP 
Edmonton Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St (426- 
4620) * Speaker Rio de St Germain presents A Different Way 
to Network; Fri, Nov. 28 © $2 

VOICE FOR ANIMALS St. Joseph High School, 10830-109 St 
(490-0905) * Information session on the fur industry * Wed, 
Dec. 3 (7pm) * Free 


power to overthrow the numbing status 
quo, but only you have the charm to do it 
in a graceful way that doesn’t offend 
everyone and damage future collaborative 
efforts. So be a cheerful rebel, Leo. Unleash 
your iconoclastic fervor with the intention 
of making life more fun and interesting, 
not more annoyingly complicated. 


MAMI VIRGO ns zs-sont zz 


“Time porn” is defined by www.word- 
spy.com as “TV shows and other media 
that portray characters having excessive 
amounts of spare time, a thing we covet 
but cannot have.” Seinfeld and Friends are 
especially obscene examples of this phe- 
nomenon. I’m hoping, Virgo, that in the 
coming weeks you will renounce any 
attraction you might have to this perverse 
form of vicarious enjoyment. Instead, 
fight and claw to procure for yourself the 
real thing: an abundance of free, 
unscheduled hours when you can sit 
around doing nothing in particular. 


i] LIBRA Sept 23 - Oct 22 


The National Center for Atmospheric 
Research reports that the average cloud 
weighs the same as 100 elephants. | sug- 
gest you use this fact as a metaphorical 
touchstone in the coming week. Are there 
any situations in your life that seem insub- 
stantial but are in fact quite massive? Can 
you think of any influence you regard as 
ethereal or feathery that might ultimately 
have the impact of a ton of bricks? This is 
the week you should check to see if outer 
appearances match up with what's inside. 


SCORPIO 


Oct 23 - Nev 21 


So you decided to leave your comfort 
zone. You dared to scare yourself for a 
good cause. Having researched all the 
options, you found the skydiving school 
with the best safety record. Later, fully 


trained, you felt reasonably confident as 
you went up in the plane and hurled 
yourself out the door into the emptiness. 
Hallelujah! Your parachute opened suc- 
cessfully. Your descent was smooth. Alas, 
at the last minute, a strong wind blew 
you away from your target and your 
chute got snagged on a tree. Now you're 
safe and sound but stranded high above 
the ground. What's next? 


SAGITTARIUS we 


The good news, say scientists at Swe- 
den’s University of Uppsala, is that global 
warming will never melt the ice caps or 
create endless summers in Toronto. 
That’s because—here comes the bad 
news—oil and gas supplies will run out 
far sooner than expected. There’s not 
enough of the stuff left on the planet for 
humans to create a dangerous excess of 
carbon dioxide. The scientists believe oil 
reserves are 80 per cent smaller than 
generally predicted, and will peak in 
2010. Let this possible scenario serve as a 
stimulus for meditations about your 
long-term future, Sagittarius. What 
sources of energy, money and love that 
you now depend on may be gone in 15 
years? What can you do to begin culti- 
vating replacements? Visualize the life 
you'd like to be living in 2018, and start 
planting seeds you'll harvest then. 


“The abyss has its own rewards.” Ancient 
Greek myth attributed this motto to 
Hecate, goddess of the crossroads and 
queen of the night. Can you imagine 
what those rewards might be, Capricorn? 
To prepare you for your adventure in the 
coming weeks, | suggest you brainstorm 
about them now. While you won’t be 
descending all the way to the yawning pit 
at the bottom of the abyss, you will spend 
time in the middle and upper levels. 
Believe it or not, this will be a good thing. 


ato) 


LITERARY 


AUDREY’S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Book 
launch, Bert Almon reading from his book of poems 
Hesitation Before Birth; Thu, Nov. 27 (7:30pm) * Christian 
Bok readinf from his book of poems Crystallography; Fri, 
Nov. 28 (7:30pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, lower level (433-2932) * (496-7070) J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings; reading by the Rev. Trashy 
Drifter; every Sun until Dec. 28 (2pm); free * Dr. Diana 
Davidson presents Writing os Activism: AIDS Literature in the 
Age of Globalization, a discussion of three novels that doc- 
ument the difficulties of AIDS activism; Mon, Dec. 1 
(noon); free 


| LIVE COMEDY __ | 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston 
Churchill Square (468-7530) © The /rrelevant Show featuring 
Paul Mather, Donovan Workun, Wes Borg, jana O'Connor 
and Mark Meer, Peter Brown (host) * Part of the 
CBC/Radio-Canada Festival * Nov. 27 (7:30pm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tayern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF EDMON- 
TON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 9916-106 St (488-3234) * Open 
Mon-Fri, 1:30-5:30pm, 7-10pm * Support groups, library, 
youth group and discussion nights * Women's Coming 
‘Out Group: For adult women of all ages who are question- 
ing their sexual orientation; free; pre-register; until Dec. 8 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 
St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the spread of HIV by 
improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550- 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related iil- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * wwew.icarealber- 
ta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and 
Education (formerly Interfaith Association on AIDS) pro- 
vides spiritual support and connections for those affected 
by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St 
* Meetings every second Thursday each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) * 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
&pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE: Hot Butt Contest 
(8pm-midnight) with Dj Janny * WED: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, D) Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows; 
Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link 
game second and last Thursday with Dj Jazzy * FRI: 
Upstairs—Euro Blitz: New European music with Dj 
Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and male stripper Downstairs-female 
stripper * SAT: Every Sat like new years; Upstairs-Monthly 
theme parties with Dj Jazzy, new music with DJ Dan and 
Mike Downstairs-Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long weekend with D] jazzy * 
Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990-1818) * 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month ¢ Information and mutual support for transgen- 
dered people in an open, friendly and safe environment. 
Open to transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


WOMEN’S COMING OUT GROUP GLCCE, 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * A safe place for adult women who are 
questioning their sexual orientation or just newly lesbian or 
bisexual. Trained facilitators and speakers « Every Mon 
until Dec. 8 (7:30pm) * Free * Pre-register by phone or 
e-m: gicceadm@telus.net 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) * A facilitated social/support group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and questioning 
youth under the age of 25 


It'll bring fantastic opportunities to sh. 
delusions, expose and heal represc« 
emotions and free yourself from bondage 
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In times past no one was allowed to sti,4 
the Kabbalah until age 40, after hay, 
raised a family and gathered a weajth J 
life experience. The mystical doci;ip, 
were thought to be at best useless ang ; 
worst dangerous to younger seekers 
rule has now been waived, howeve; 
this critical juncture in humanity’s eyo 
tion, we need all the wise folk we can , 
even at the risk of unhinging those w 
aren’t ripe enough to apply the esoter 
truths with integrity. | mention this, Agua 
ius, because the understandings you’|| 5 
exposed to in coming weeks would qua 
you to study Kabbalah no matter wh, 
your age. You'll be offered chances to q 
matically expedite your maturation, 
you’ve been emotionally stunted g 
deprived of learning adventures jp 
way, now’s the time to fix that. 


What seems like bad luck is not alwa 
caused by the whims of fate. Someting 
it’s the result of dumb decisions and thd 
consequences. Take the “Curse of t 
Bambino.” It has supposedly prevente 
baseball’s Boston Red Sox from winni 
the World Series since they got rid 4 
future Hall of Famer Babe Ruth in 1924 
But the real reason for Boston's enduri 
mediocrity is less occult: the racism o 
owners. After Jackie Robinson finally int 
grated the game in 1949, they lagged @™ 
behind in signing black players. Not w 
the 1990s did the Red Sox fully catch 
with other teams. Let this be a goad 
your meditations, Pisces. Think at 
parts of your life that have seemingly s 
fered from bad luck. Identify the pai 
events that are the true cause, and de 
a forceful plan to dissolve the karma. © 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 


FLAVOURS OF ITALY Coast Edmonton Plaza, 10155-105 
St (428-5478) * Christmas celebration and member 
recognition event * Thu, Dec. 4 (5:30pm 
reception/7:30pm dinner) * $75 (member)/$85 (nor 
member) 


INDOOR SANTA CLAUS PARADE City Centre Pedwsys" 
Presented by The Downtown Business Association 
Edmonton * Dec, 7 (10:30am-12:30pm) 


REEL FEMME: BEST OF HERLAND FEMINIST FILM F? 
TIVAL Film and Video Arts Society (Fava), Exhibition Su” 
9722-102 St (429-1671) * A presentation of original w« 
by women selected from Calgary's 2003 Feminist Film 
Festival * Sat, Nov. 29 (7pm) * Free 


THEATRE 


AMADEUS The Citadel, Shoctor Theatre, 9828-1014 * 
(425-1820) * David Storch stars in director Morris 
Panych’s production of Peter Shaffer's 1980 play (the 
for the Oscar-winning 1984 film) about the mediocre © 
prosperous 18th-century composer Antonio Salieri and hi 
all-consuming jealousy of the seemingly God-given talent 


of his uncouth, lesser-known rival, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart * Until Nov. 30 * Tickets available at Citade! 
Theatre box office 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Theatre, 9828-1014 ** 
(425-1820) * Tom Wood (who also wrote the script) 
ates his celebrated performance as Ebenezer Scrooge ' 
the fourth straight year in director Bob Baker's lavish 199 
version of the timeless Charles Dickens story about 4 
Christmas-hating miser who renounces his misanthrop'« 
ways after a series of ghostly visitors appear to him 0° 
Christmas Eve * Nov. 29-Dec. 24 * Tickets available 2 
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2003 Devonian Botanic Garden, 
on, 5 km north of Devon on Highway 60 (987- 
62) * The Kurimoto Japanese Garden lit by can- 
ght, horse-drawn carriage rides, storytellers, dis- 
and music by the University of Alberta Mixed 
ys ® Sun, Dec. 7 (5-9pm) * $8 (adult)/$5 (chil- 
5-12)/children 4 years and under free 


FEMME: BEST OF HERLAND FEMINIST 
FESTIVAL See What's Happening Downtown 


COMMUNITY FESTIVAL OF TREES Transalta 
ieisure Centre, Spruce Grove (963-8778) * 

ented by the Tri Community Foundation for 
saith and Wellness and the Multicultural Heritage 
entre * Dec. 4-7 © Gala opening: Dec. 4, $50; Dec 
7, $2 


A VERY MERRY MURDER Multicultural Heritage 
Centre, 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Murder 
mystery dinner * Sat, Nov. 29:(6:30pm) * $40 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 


BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) * Every Thu (9pm): 
Musica Thursdays: Music Trivia with Escapade 
Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with 
Escapade Entertainment 


BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 
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ant to place your Classified ad in 
4 Weekly ease phone ( Carol at 426-1996, 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


business opportunities 


Gourmet Ingredients, gift assortments and 
jeritage medicinals. Free delivery and 
atalogues. Ask me how to eam free products 
at your home party. 
Cheryl at 455-5122 
or e-mail clbudzinski@shaw.ca 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
Work from home. Entrepreneurs wanted. Call 
Cory 929-7355. 


WORK AT HOME / LIVE YOUR DREAMS 

§500-$3000+ per month parttime; $3000- 

| $10,000+ fulltime. Control your hours and 

income. Full anes and support provided. 
Call (780) 454-2190 for tree booklet. 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
» brand new FreshOmatic vending machines. 
nack/pop combo. Motivated to sell. 
$7,500/each. Call 457-0692. 


EPRENEURS Wanted for a Home Based 
Business. Contact Lianne 417-4718 or Toll free 
at 1-877-421-5877. 


Work unique business from home 
Visit www,gotakealook.com/ca/brandy 
Ph 432-5145. 


computers 


COMPUTER PROBLEMS? FREE ESTIMATES 

high performance machines, upgrades, 
pairs, Iriendly training and support and much 
bre. Reasonable rates. Seniors discounts, 
ring home and business users. 709-4987 
Bmonton) www.computerwerks, biz 
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UVE YOUR DREAM, 
Btart today, ey for the March 04 Dramatic 
rts Program. 


The Vancouver sous of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
for sale 


POOL TABLES 
(Oak Tables, 1” Italian Slate, Leather Pockets. 
Installed (within ey 
LEISURE TIME PRODUCTS 987-4686 


EW “A” STYLE HARDSHELL MANDOLIN CASE 
$75.00 Firm. Ph Carol 426-1996. 


rental space 


*ce rental space for workshop on te Ave. 
$25¢haur, 432-0375 aes 


ve Speciatize in: 


Alu 


redwear 


9@neral Cx 
8nd more. 


nputer, 


and Software Issues 

2m and Cleanup of Viruses 
Dne-on one, Personalized Tutoring te As: 
Internet Use 


UNIV/COLLEGE STUDENTS 
$14.85 BASE APPT 
Christmas $$, resume exp. Flex. Sched 
497-7701 www.workforstudents,conVab/jo 


————— 
Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels Ip to $14/hr. 
Call Hilltop Security Academy 452-1010 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. jobs guaranteed, 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


Fall Special 
repaint walls - 
$479 


ve CLIPS & DIPS vx 
ve GROOMING 
Home Based Business 
Large or Small Breeds 
© Great Prices ® 
Calm Atmosphere 
Linda 477-1990 


Black fuzzy kittens love to play and sbeele 
Free to a good home. Perfect pet for a family or 
kind-hearted Goth. Had first shots. 441-3506 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 


If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 


we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 


No matter how long it takes. 
(sonie conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 
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CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 
Fri (10pm) 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) * Every 
Wed/Sun 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 
Tue/Wed with Dj Gord 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods 
(462-0468) © Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 


INGLEWOOD PUB 1 2402-118 Ave (451-1390) « 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 


JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every 
Sat (9pm) 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 


L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) + Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 


“PSYCHIC SABRINA” 
930-1738 (LOCAL) 
Palm, Tarot, Crystal) Ball, Readings help in all 
probems of life. 30 yrs. experience 
Open 9am-Ipm 


A Sense of Serenity, 10342-81 Ave (780)439-3131 
Psychic Readings Mon-Sun 
Reiki Treatments, Mon, Wed, Sat, walk-in or by appt 


real estate 


READY TO BUY A HOME? 
Properties available under $120,000 
all Linda Labrecque 483-4848 
Sutton Group - Challenge Realty 


Are you a male surviver of childhood sexual 
abuse over 18? Have you had at least one past 
session of individual counselling? If you have 
not been in counselling for the last 6 months 

contact Sherry at 454-9380 or at 
st6@ualberta.ca 


artist to artist 


Learn to voice cartoons, commercials, writin: 

engineering and more. Various workshops available 
www.sharkbytes-studios.com/workshops.htm for 
dates and courses available call Debbie 718-4394 


Strings & Winds 


Great Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 
Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 

988 - 2352 


www. bella-music.com 


14213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every 
Mon: with Jammin’ Jamie 

ORLANDO'S | 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every 
Sun (9pm)/Wed (TOpmy = 

ORLANDO'S If 13509-127 St (451-7799) * Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr 
(454-0667) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 
Entertainment 

ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 
Daily (9pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) « 
Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 

ROSIE’S BAR AND GRILL 10315-124 St (482- 
1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) « 
Every Sun (9pm): with Scott 


EGR STUDIOS 
Design and sew interior decorations. 
plus dressmaking and alterations, 909-0415 


Spanish Immersion in Mexico 
1-4 wks or Pto Vallarta, Accom, Meals fr $450/wk 
1-800-884-5669 www.talkadventures.com 


ndow coverings 


DONNA Fairweather Desig 
treatments, blinds, upholst 
home decor. 987. 


s. Winde 
All areas of 
359 


Position: Res 


Communicati 


communication functions on t 


Legislature. Posi 


reports to 


Job Description: Investigate an 


# Democrat MLAs on 


ns; Prepe 
ffor use by MLAs in legislati 


advice, information and sur 


materials including 
Networking with 


An active interest and involvement with elec 


references by December 9, 2003 to: 


John Kolkman 


Chief of Staff/Research Director 


Employment Opportunity 


s Officer [ 
is full-time position involves conducting a ra 


alf of the New Democrat Oppositio 


Chief of Staff/Research Direct 


ds: Assist in providing factually accurate 


all aspects of provinci 


community pariners around specific policy issues 


Qualifications and Skills: A working knowlec 
New Democrat alternatives; Proven research, inve 


Skills essential; Proficiency with design, layout and other si 


yal politics 


Salary range of $34,000 to $40,000 based on qualifications and experience. A 
comprehensive benefits package is available. We thank all applicants. Only candidates 
selected for interviews will be contacted. Please send resume, application letter and 


#501, 9718-107 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1E4 
Fax (780) 415-0701 or e-mail: john.kolkmanGassembly-ab-ca 


SILVER BULLET 4704-97 St (437-6203) « Every 
Wed (8pm) 

SPIKES RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE Golfdome, 
99 St, 32 Ave (430-3663 ext 21) * Fri, Nov. 21-Sat, 
Nov. 22 (9pm-1am): with TLC Entertainment 
STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9pm) 

WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) « 


Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every 
Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 


YESTERDAY'S 112, 205 Carnegie Dr (459-0259) « 
Every Tue (9pm) 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 


Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


If you are over 18 
WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 
New Program 
for El recipients! 
Solutions for Work and Career Trends 


428-7989 


TTY: 428-3376 


Chrysalis &% 


Jeadline for Applications: Dec. 09, 20 


ge Of research and 


te On-going 


of public policy, government programs and 


tive and analysis skills in the area of 


public policy; Academic degree in a relevant field and/or equivalent work experience: Excel 
written and verbal communication skills; Ability to work in a high stress environment as 


teach atetit-ia| Overseas, 


TESOL Certified 5 days in-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 


* All 


ges * No Experience * No D 
FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 
lesdays @7 Pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 
i Dec. 10-14(2003) Jan.14-18(2004) 


Travel the Worid./ 
Earn Great Money 


globaltesol.com 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


SS 


Dear Andrea: 
! read your column where the New Age-y 
guy was lambasting you for recommending 
Be Fukuoku. While | didn’t agree with much 
of what he says, the Fukuoko is a big rip-off. 
| bought one after reading about how it 
was so quiet and unobtrusive—and it is, But 
it’s also just numbing and not nearly strong 
enough. Everybody likes something differ- 
ent, but | finally bought a Hitachi and will 
never go back. It’s really loud and awkward, 
but it causes major “wife-writhing action.” | 
have quite a few toys and haven't found a 
vibe yet that is both quiet/unobtrusive and 
powerful enough. Hey, maybe you can find 
one and recommend it to-your readers. 
Love, Unbuzzed 


sPear Buzz: 

“1 could try. Hell, it probably wouldn't 
even cost me anything, as people are 
always trying to send me sex toys | 
don’t even want, many of which fright- 
en me. But honestly, what would be 
the point? You said it yourself: every- 
body likes something different. 

For someone like the original ques- 
tioner’s wife, who was easily pushed 
over the edge by some unassisted fin- 
ger-strumming, the tiny toy could well 
be enough. For someone who needs a 
great, galumphing jackhammer of a 
machine like the Hitachi, clearly not. 

There are currently dozens of tiny, 
almost obnoxiously cute toys available 
rubber ducky, anyone?), every one of 

“Which will be God’s Own Orgasm 
machine for some and a giant yawn for 
others. | can recognize a piece of garbage 
when | see it (e.g., a vibrating plastic tube 
sock cast from Jenna Jameson’s twat), but 
| can’t determine what will work for any- 
one else, no matter how much vigourous 
product-testing | undertake. And hey 
yourself! I've got to get some work done. 

Love, Andrea 


How come? 


Dear Andrea: 
My girlfriend cannot climax at all during 
intercourse. She has no problems while 
asturbating and orally. She says none 
of her exes ever could make her and she’s 
just accepted it. | have always had 
women climax with me during inter- 
course and feel it is the best experience. 
It’s a downer to put out two plates of 


INDEX 
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food and have only one person eating. 
Love, Out of Ideas 


Dear Out: 

Your girlfriend has the right attitude— 
there are things in life we must simply 
accept. Look at it this way: she could 


have been born with no legs or some | 
degenerative neurological disease. She | 


could be healthy but unable to come 
at all, which is certainly rare but possi- 
ble. Instead, she was born perfectly nor- 
mal, with a perfectly common female 
complaint.. Nobody knows for sure how 


common=the figure we still hear;-75— 


per cent, is and always was bogus— 
but a goodly number of women enjoy 
intercourse but don’t come from it. 

You've tried everything. It’s time to 
quit sulking and comparing her to for- 
mer girlfriends (some of whom may 
have been faking it, sorry to say) and 
get on with it. She comes from oral and 
manual sex. Do those. 

Love, Andrea 


Talk about a fast woman 


Dear Andrea: 

My girlfriend's clitoris is large and very sen- 
Sitive. She reaches orgasm very quickly, 
after which any type of stimulation or pen- 
etration is very painful to her. If she reach- 
és orgasm during intercourse we have to 


stop before | can reach orgasm and | end | 


up having to masturbate. When she reach- 


es orgasm during oral sex she asks me to 


wait a while before intercourse, but even 


then she frequently tells me to stop and | 


my feeling that she is enduring rather than 
enjoying makes the experience impossible 
for me to enjoy. I’ve asked her to speak 
with someone about this, but she doesn’t 
feel comfortable talking about it. 

Love, Too Much 


Dear Much: 


Now this is an interesting problem. Have | 


you tried positions which allow little cli- 
toral stimulation? Maybe doggy-style 
with her up on her knees, not flat on the 
bed, no touching allowed? This is so 
exactly the opposite of my usual advice 
that | can’t help thinking it could help. 
Otherwise, it’s all in the rescheduling: do 
all the heavy petting you can manage 
without any clitoral stimulation, then do 
stuff that'll get you off (maybe intercourse 
‘til she says stop, then a blowjob), then 
do her. I'm also tempted to suggest one 


of those numbing creams. Sex mavens | 


are always yelling at people not to use 

them, but it’s not like they're dangerous; 

they’re mostly just silly. The worst thing 

that could happen using something 

designed to make you not feel anything is 

you don’t feel anything. It wears off. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


E) CLASSIFIEDS 


| THREE LINES FOR $10 « BUY 6 GET 3 FREE 
1 °Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


1 *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 
4 


| 
| 
| 


. 
| 
| 


Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 

°Up to 45 characters per line. 

i *Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


| 
| 


Continued from previous page 


music instruction 
MODAL MUSIC INC. 
_ 466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
_ and. percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 


with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 


artist to artist 


FREE» FREE e FREE* FREE * FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need 2 volunteer? Forming an acting {roupe? Want 
someone la yen with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 
20 words will be subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads run for four weeks depending on 
available space. For more info please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2885/e-m 
olfice@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 


artist to artist 


Inuit females 15-20 yrs © African Canadian males 
8-75 yrs * Caucasion males 14-65 yrs. Forward 
»hoto, acting resume to: Darryl Mork Talent MGMT, 
?O Box 52120, Edmonton, AB T6G 275 


SCREENWRITERS CIRCLE: Established and bud- 
ding screenwriters discuss craft and share works 
in progress the first Tuesday of each month @ the 
Film And Video Arts Society, 429-1671, FAVA.ca 


The Canadian Authors Association’s First Annual 
Short Story Contest. For info e-m: ceauthor@ceau 
thors.com or visitwww,ceauthors.com 


_, Call For Submissions: The Edmonton Public 
Library artists to bey seal Ue ae Deadline: Dec. 
8, 2003. Info Ph: 496-7080, em: facility@epl.ca 


Bored with your job? Need a creative outlet? 
Could you play a gangster? A gunslinger? Do 
you like people? Edmonton’s longest running 
special events company is once again adding to 
its talent roster. Now booking auditions-please 
call 455-0675, Mon-Fri, 9-4 for information. 


ACTORS, DANCERS, and MUSICIANS needed 
for 2 mini productions, Christmas play performed 
Nazarene Church. Other performed in Jan. at 
Church and U of A. Ph Jen at 720-5430 


Musicale is seeking female vocal performers ages 
12 to 24 (all styles) to learn and perform togeth- 
er. 440-9542 tim@musicale.ca 


Male actor/singer wanted to play Noel Coward in 
Image Theatre production MarclvApril. Age 30-50, 
British or good accent. Info, Bob 454-8606. 


Would you like the world to know about an 
Alberta woman you admire? We're looking for 
your original writing for the Standing Together 

roject, Deadline for submissions: March 30, 
2004 Please send your submissions to: Alberta 
Council of Women's Shelters, ATTN: BOOK 
SUBMISSIONS, e pee Ave, Edmonton, AB, 
5H 317 


MUSIC & FILM FESTIVAL AND INDUSTRY 
CONFERENCE Toronto, Ontario - June 10-12, 
2004 CALL FOR ARTIST SUBMISSIONS! 
Download the application form on-line at the 
North by Northeast home page www.nxne.com 
Or Contact! NXNE Headquarters - 189 Church 
St, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
M5B 1Y7 Phone (416) 863-NXNE (6963) fax: 
(416) 863-0828, email: info@nxne.com 


Male vocalist wanted for local rock band. Age 
18-26 with wide vocal fot Call Dave 962- 


6097 or Eric 886-3162 


Musician wanted for working hard rock band 
Vocals an asset. Needed immediately. Call Trent 
913-4508 or 488-2697. 


+H thos we are ee personelle ee SOS network 


wwww.50haos.comeS05sos.comPh 429-2046. 


i 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men: 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144 


Enter code 2310 


Professional domination, bondage, spanking 
slave sissy training and more .., Mistress Kitten 
or Lord British 966-1961 www.bdsmvoyeur.com 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


. , _, edinnerdate.com 
intriguing singles... Delectable food... Cozy 
‘oup setting... 


Log on and register for free today! 


PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED * 


BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS ¥ 


TO STUDENTS OFANYAGE 
AND MUSICALABHITY ON 4 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE » 


KAKKKKKEEREERK KKK K 


ies 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


[iodios FREET | 
Meet Someone 
New Right Now; 


TINO TMILNOSHIF & ROMANE. 

Krercsonral” 

oraricctior 
44-TALKS 


SAarat bee TA Lowry efislawven 


Then WE offer: 


* the hest product - the best tools - 
¢ and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 
send your resume to: Attn: Rob Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T5) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <reb@uvue.ah.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please) 


REPRESENTATIVE! 


+ experience or education in marketing or sales 
¢a desire to be the best at what you 110 


If YOU have 


* Strong personal skills 


vuewrrkty E> 
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HEY EDDIE! by GIDAL- 


- QUEST PERSONALS” 


OT CALL: CLICK CONNECT ™ 


“www.questpersonals.com 


in 


Edmonton's busiest live chat! 


780-669-2323 


access code: 6496 


L-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 
Talking Classifieds » Uncensored Erotic Stories Fee 


SS 


www.cruiseline.ca 


75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 s25/cau 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


Gra De Vine | 
ERS ONAL € 


NOW, 
” Chat LWE 


High? across Women Abvays PREE: 


418-3636 
Canada . / FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
418-4646 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not prescrean callers, Free loca SEI & ot Mesh 18+. 
Fun and confidential. Umi one free tial account per horne phan 
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Greatest Hits Greatest Hits 


Fate SG ma Shu | 


Best Of Blondie ENYA Paint The Sky Wath Stan: Best OF 


a 
Maes 


. = low price sound 
South 433-6400 * Red Deer: 39 53rd Avenue 340-0500 p : 


af 


cusioinees per acehurutise so atfoctod vill he advised snmediately of « 


shen pecontonel seen com. wecue Ane error weil te conrechad as suat OS HO TEKS aunt 
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